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Travels

in

Syria,

Jordan

and

Egypt
         by Elaine Williams

The Middle East - the cradle of
civilization - is an area of bleak

deserts and lush oases; of ancient
empires, conquerors and holy wars;
of veiled women and sensuous belly
dancers.  No wonder it gave birth to
the legends of the Thousand and
One Nights, a collection of medieval
tales that include Sinbad the Sailor,
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Alibaba and the Forty Thieves and
Aladdin and His Magic Lamp.  On
the cross roads of the Silk Route, the
markets of this trading mecca are
filled today, as they have been for
thousands of years, with all manner
of exotic goods.  Your senses are
awakened with the sight of tradition-
ally clad Arabs and their camels, the
smell of spices and the enchanting

sound of the muezzin’s call to prayer
five times a day.

In October last year my hus-
band and I spent five weeks travelling
through the Middle East.  We booked
two tours with two different compa-
nies:  the first was with Explore
Worldwide, 16 days through Syria
and Jordan, and the other was with

Krak des Chevaliers Crusader Castle, Syria (E. Williams)

Delightful, good-value accommodation in Toronto ... see page 16!

1999 index ... page 20
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coming in  July  July

- With Global Volunteers in Indonesia
- Senior Savings in Britain
- Ontario's Manitoulin Island

Next month we will have exciting news regarding our soon-to-
be-launched website thetravelsociety.com   This expansion
of TravelScoop and The Travel Society will provide more travel
opportunities and services exclusively designed - and pass-
word-accessible  - for our members only.  I am really excited
about this new initiative and the possibilities it holds for us
all.  I’m sure you will be too.

June is here and it’s time to wish all our readers a safe
and happy summer.  I know for many of you this is when you
travel;  perhaps you are teachers with long holidays,  perhaps
you have children (or grandchildren) to take exploring through
this wide world, or perhaps Canada is your favourite destina-
tion and you have plans to travel far from home while
remaining in our vast land.  For you summer travellers, I know
these summer editions may not be read until you return home.

I also know that for many of you summer is the time you
stay close to your Canadian homes and/or cottages, enjoying
your gardens, family and friends, and local events, whether
they be big-city offerings or small-town festivals.  For you folk,
summer is the time you keep up with your reading and we hope
TravelScoop brings you some exciting ideas and some practi-
cal help for future trips.

Happy summer, happy travelling and happy reading!
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In last month’s edition of TravelScoop we mentioned the new
Canadian Ecology Centre at Mattawa in Ontario’s ‘Near North’.
If you go, you won’t want to miss a ride on ...

The Timber Train
by Bruce Halfyard

Autumn in Central and Northern Ontario is the time to enjoy
spectacular scenery highlighted by gold, orange and red

foliage.  So last year, after a call to 1 800 ONTARIO for current
information on colour change, we planned our itinerary: a scenic
route from Atherly to Norland, north on Highway 35 through
Minden, Dorset and Dwight at the western entrance to Algonquin
Park, then via Highway 60 to Huntsville and on to North Bay.  At
North Bay we turned east on #17 for the 61 km drive to Mattawa,
home base for the Timber Train, entering its third season this year.

Plan to stay in North Bay or Mattawa (see last month’s TS,
page 17 - Ed.) to be at the train departure point to pick up your tickets
($39, senior $35, children $26) and to board by 8:45 a.m.  The train
goes from Mattawa across the Ontario/Québec border to the town of
Temiskaming where you have a choice of four tours: shuttle bus into
town ($3), a tour of the vast Tembec Mill ($4), an historical town
tour ($5) or - the best of all - the Wolf Lake Algonquin Nation tour
which includes lunch at their Arts and Crafts Centre, where you have
a choice of chicken soup, moose stew or chili with warm bannock
bread, tea and coffee before a one-hour tour of the area with full
commentary ... all for $10.

The diesel powered Timber Train travels the 65 km “Old
Moccasin Line” alongside the Ottawa River, where the Algonquins
have paddled for thousands of years and where, in 1610, 18-year-old
Etienne Brulé was the first French explorer to pass, followed in 1615
by Samuel de Champlain.  As the train slowly passes through
Granite Rock Cuts and the forest-covered Laurentian Foothills, past

This Month’s Winning Scoop

Subscribers are Rewarded for Sharing!
TS rewards members for all submissions published.
The Winning Scoop receives a 1-year subscription extension.
Your Scoops receive a 3-issue subscription extension.
Favourite Places receive a 3-issue subscription extension.
Reader Reports  receive extensions depending on length.
Submission Guidelines: TS welcomes reader submissions but
cannot guarantee they will be used. We reserve the right to edit
submissions should they be used.  It is very important to include
specific travel details: costs, discounts, addresses, telephone and
fax numbers, etc., for the benefit of other readers. Submissions
can be sent by mail, e-mail: brit@interlog.com or on diskettes.

Update Items

continued on page 4

There’s no airline column this month
(perhaps our hearts sank at the thought
of trying to unravel the Air Canada/
Canadian mess!), but one important
piece of news is that Qantas will soon
be arriving in Canada in a big way.
Starting 3 July you can fly Vancouver-
Sydney four times a week,
Toronto-Sydney three times.  Special
introductory roundtrip fares from
$1,199 and $1,399 respectively.  Call
your agent or Qantas at 1 800 227 4500
or visit www.qantas.com

Obviously something has happened at
B&J Publications since we received
information on their new Budget
Lodging Guide (see May 2000 edition,
p. 19) as we now hear this guide is no
longer available. Earlier editions
should, however, be in your library and
are still be a good source of contacts
for university and other budget accom-
modation worldwide.

News just in ... if you are interested in
taking a Commodore cruise out of New
Orleans (see TS Feb/Mar 2000) log
onto www.smallshipcruises.com for
details of their latest offer: book 120
days prior to the sailing date and the
second person goes free, paying only
port and handling charges.

The Travel Society
is offering great-value air-
inclusive 'Long-Stays' for late
2000 and early 2001.
Destinations are:

France
Mexico
Morocco
Spain
Tunisia

Call John Heinrich at The Travel
Society 416 926 2500 or
1 877 926 2500 for information.
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Your Scoops

a ghost village and across a high
trestle bridge a live commentary ex-
plains the local history and scenery.
The journey takes about two and half
hours, there’s a two-hour stop in
Temiskaming and the return trip gets
you back in Mattawa about 4:30 pm
after a very rewarding day.

Attractions Canada voted the
Timber Train the Best New Ontario
Attraction in 1998.  The train oper-
ates from mid-May to mid-October.
The Timber Train people can be con-
tacted at 1 800 648 4446, e-mail:
thetrain@timbertrain.com or check
the web at www.timbertrain.com  The
Mattawa Information Centre can be
reached at 1 800 267 4222.  There are
a number of motels and B&B’s in
Mattawa, including the Two Rivers
Motel, tel: 705 744 2403, fax: 705
744 2403.  And the contact details
again for the Ecology Centre: tel: 1
888 747 7577, e-mail: info@
canadianecology.ca  website:
www.canadianecology.ca

Bruce Halfyard is a TS subscriber
and contributor who lives

in Brampton, ON

London Tips

London’s much-publicized Dome
must surely be the white elephant of
the Millennium.  The most spectacu-
lar aspect is the admission fee of
£20!  Of all the attractions within,
rated on a scale of 1 to 10, only a few
would make it to 7 or 8.
The Wheel - or London Eye - is an
interesting addition to the London
skyline but it remains stationary most
of the time due to frequent mechani-
cal problems.  Many locals state they

will not set foot on it until it has been
in operation for six months without
incident.
Covent Garden has undergone a
major restoration and a tour of the
premises is most impressive.  But
apparently the mechanisms for pro-
ducing special effects have been
subject to serious malfunctions.
The Story of Time in the Queen’s
House, part of the National Mari-
time Museum in Greenwich, is a
success.  It brings together over 500
artifacts from 150 institutions from
around the world.  A combination of
art and science, the exhibitions de-
pict the ‘creation’, measurement,
depiction and experience of time and
range from Navaho sand paintings to
photographs taken by the Hubble
telescope.  The Caesium Fountain
Atomic Clock alone is worth the trip.
The exhibition runs until 24 Septem-
ber 2000.  Admission £7.50 or less.
Website: www.nmm.ac.uk
And while London has become one
of the most expensive cities, a few
bargains can still be found.  Hotelink
provides shuttle service to any Lon-
don hotel at a cost per person of £12
to and from Heathrow and £18 for
Gatwick.  And the Travel Inn on
Dukes Street, minutes from Euston
Station and Underground, offers
double or family rooms for £63.
Rooms have en suite facilities and
tea and coffee makers.  Continental
breakfast is £4.50 and a full English
breakfast £6.50 pp.  For reservations
call 011 44 171 554 3400 or fax: 011
44 554 3419.

Barbara Redlich
North York, ON

Québec in Las Vegas -
The Sequel

While Cirque du Soleil’s Mystere is
without doubt a fabulous show (see
TS Jan. 2000, p.5) similar Cirque du

Soleil creations can be enjoyed in
many other cities around the world,
including Canada.  It’s the Las Vegas-
based “O” that is so special.  It is
being performed at the Bellagio Hotel
in a purpose-built theatre, a theatre
which can handle a million and a half
gallons of water (eau!) for each per-
formance.  It really is in a class of its
own; it must be seen to be believed
and is worth the high ticket price of
US$99 or US$110.00.  There is no-
where else in the world where you
can see anything like this.  You’ll
never forget it!  Hotel guests may
secure tickets 90 days in advance,
non-hotel guests 30 days. No per-
formances on Wednesdays and
Thursdays. For more information call
the Bellagio Ticket Office 1 888 488
7111.

“O” is the main attraction of
the Bellagio, but there are others.
The ceiling of the lobby delights
with Dale Chihuly’s greatest achieve-
ment to date: a canopy which sparkles
and shines with every flower imagi-
nable in a profusion of colours, the
product of a vivid imagination and
extraordinary craftsmanship. I had
seen the Chihuly chandeliers de-
signed for the Venice festival and
thought them quite spectacular, but
they pale compared to this ceiling in
Nevada.  There is also a small but
highly selective art gallery at the
Bellagio with changing exhibits.  At
present major Old Masters and Im-
pressionists are on view (admission
US$12 ... tickets available from the
above Ticket Office).

Barbara Redlich
North York, ON

Travellers heading to Las Vegas from
Canada usually opt for one of the
well-priced packages available.
However, if you wish to contact the
Bellagio Hotel directly the number
is 1 888 98 ROOMS, website:
www.bellagiolasvegas.com - Ed.
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included three bedrooms (one en
suite) and an additional bathroom
complete with towels and linen,
kitchen with all appliances and uten-
sils, living room, garage, barbecue,
washer and dryer, TV and VCR and
an enclosed inground swimming
pool, all for the princely sum of
US$470 for six nights.  Our family
party numbered eight, including two
children.  Where else could so many
people stay for less than $80 per
night and have all the comforts of
home?

We contacted the owner of
the property by e-mail at the site
where the home was displayed
online.  Full details are provided on
the homes, as well as excellent pic-
tures - what you see is what you get.
Our deposit was sent to the home
owner, who lives in England.  He
confirmed the reservation by letter
with a number which was the keypad
number for entry to the house.  We
made a final payment 60 days before
our arrival and also paid a US$200
refundable deposit to cover any dam-
age we might have done.  While we
were there someone came regularly
to attend to the pool and garden, and
another fellow came to fix the dryer
right after we reported it was mal-
functioning.  We were even
welcomed with eggs, bread and but-
ter to tide us over until we reached
the supermarket.  A lovely family
from England was staying  next door
and we  enjoyed a ‘family’ barbeque
together on the night before we left.

Disney, the Kennedy Space
Center, Cypress and Busch Gardens
are all within about an hour’s drive
of this location.  But wherever you
choose to go, I would highly recom-
mend this type of vacation, especially
if you are travelling as a family or in
a group to an area like Orlando where
everything is extremely expensive.

Pat Belanger
Pain Court, ON

Check out www.travel-wise.co
for all kinds of great travel

information.

Reader to Reader
We have two requests!  We are
senior independent travellers
planning a two-month trip to
Vietnam and Cambodia.  If any
readers can provide information
regarding accommodation,
transportation and sights it
would be greatly appreciated.

And ... our group of six is
planning to celebrate an impor-
tant birthday in Waikiki, Hawaii.
Any information on reasonably-
priced accommodation for us all
(apartment, condo, etc) would
also be appreciated. Thanks!

John Berg
3174 Field Street
Powell River, BC
V8A 1S7
e-mail: jberg@prcn.org

Last month’s edition of TravelScoop
included an account by Tiiu Adamek
on hiking in the Rockies.  If you’d
rather head in the opposite direction,
Tiiu now reminds us about Gros Morne
National Park.

Hiking in Newfoundland

A few years ago, in July, we decided
to drive to Newfoundland for our
annual hiking vacation. That year
we wanted a place closer to Ontario
than the Rockies and we had heard
that Gros Morne Park offered suffi-
cient up-and-down hiking with
unobstructed views.  This is gener-
ally our criteria for hiking:  we are
ready to do the work but wish to be
rewarded with scenery all the time,
not just when reaching the top!

We spent two happy weeks
there, hiking The Green Gardens,
Table Mountain, West Brook Pond
and, of course, Gros Morne itself.
We experienced hail and wind on
top but the trails were so well marked
that we found our way along the
cairns in the heavy fog.  Most of the
park trails took us up to the plateau
lands where we met caribou and
moose.  We navigated by checking
off the small tarns as we passed them.

With windproof jackets and
rainproof gear, as well as extra tarps
for the tent, the whole trip was a
delight.  And when it was over we
found driving back through Labra-
dor at 50 km an hour over the gravel
road added interest to our journey.
We came across many fishermen in
cabins in the woods, well wrapped in
mosquito nets, ‘getting away’ from
their small northern towns!

Tiiu Adamek
Campbellcroft, ON

If the kids - or grandkids - are bug-
ging you for that trip to Florida
during the holidays here’s a sugges-
tion that sounds as though it will
make the whole thing bearable, and
at a great price too.  Even if Florida
isn’t in your plans, read on as the
information regarding house rental
may be useful to many of you.

Florida Rental

In April we spent some time in
Florida, where we rented a home in
Davenport Lakes, just outside
Orlando and about 10 miles from
Disney and Universal Studios.  We
found this home online at
www.vrbo.com (Vacation Rental by
Owner).  There are, in fact, homes
available worldwide at this site.

Our accommodation was in a
subdivision of fairly new houses just
off Highway #27, close to grocery
stores, fruit stands, etc.  Amenities
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Have you ever thought
of going to Libya?

I won’t write at great length, as it
isn’t a destination for everybody, but
as a long-time subscriber to
TravelScoop I thought I would briefly
share my recent experiences in an
untravelled part of the world - Libya.
As a travel agent myself I went as
part of a ‘fam’ trip along with three
other people.  The organizers had
hoped for a dozen, but travel agents
seem to be a timid lot!  As far as I am
aware only two companies offer trips
to Libya: Explore and Dragoman,
both of Toronto.   Your travel agent
can get details.

Libya, previously inaccessi-
ble, is beginning to open up to
tourists.  On my October trip I dis-
covered that is has much to offer, but
also a lot of catching up to do as far
as tourism goes.  In fact it is not an
easy country in which to travel, es-
pecially for women. The streets and
cafés are crowded with men of all
ages; rarely do you see a woman,
especially in the smaller towns.  They
appear to do their grocery shopping
in the evenings, always accompa-
nied by their husbands or children or
other women, never alone.   It is
considered very rude for a man to
look a woman in the eye and this
makes it difficult to talk to hotel or
restaurant staff.  However, the serv-
ice was fine and people spoke English
in the hotels. Luckily my husband
accompanied me;  otherwise I would
have seen and experienced far less.

The food was very good,

whether in a posh restaurant in Tripoli
or in a working man’s café for lunch.
But the washrooms were almost al-
ways disgusting, and sometimes no
women’s washroom was provided at
all - after all, Libyan women are
mainly housebound.  The hotels were
adequate in Tripoli, but there are no
resorts on the sea and no hotel of-
fered a swimming pool even though
it was 35° (probably because they
don’t want foreign women cavorting
in their swim suits!)

However, there are some mag-
nificent things to see.  I have visited
many ruins in Europe, but I have
never seen anything to compare with
Leptis Magna.  This site on the Medi-
terranean was originally settled by
the Phoenicians, but it was the Ro-
mans in 147 AD who decided to
make an administrative centre of
100,000 people here.  When they
abandoned the site with the approach
of the Vandals 300 years later the
Sahara sands gradually covered and
neatly preserved it.  The mosaic floors
are still vibrant;  you can walk through
the market and imagine the cries of
the stallholders;  virtually everything
from villas to temples to amphithea-
tres is intact, with the exception of
the roofs.  You can even see the
latrines where the slaves were sent in
to warm the marble for the tender
bottoms of the patricians.  It is mag-
nificent, even though only 40% of it
has been excavated.  The other en-
during memory is that of seeing the
sun set over the Sahara sand dunes.

I certainly don’t regret going,
but prospective travellers need to be
hardy, prepared for a Muslim soci-

ety and also for the lack of infra-
structure.  You also need visas and to
have your passport translated into
Arabic, all of which takes time.  Also,
be warned - take no liquor into Libya;
it is forbidden and the penalties are
severe.  Hotels have scanners like
airports and one of the people with
us was asked to open her luggage
and explain what the bottle of maple
syrup was.  After tasting it, the au-
thorities decided against throwing
her into the nearest dungeon!

I would be happpy to answer
readers’ questions on this destina-
tion and can be reached via e-mail at
its@prcn.org or by telephone at 1
877 485 9766, fax: 604 485 5511.

Heather Allen
Vancouver, BC

✔✔ Subscriber Bonus

We now offer Voyageur Travel Insurance to all our

members at very competitive rates ...

please call John Heinrich at

416 926 2500 or 1 877 926 2500

More Access Information

In case readers think those excellent
Access guides for the disabled cover
only Britain (see TS Nov. ‘99 p. 4
and May ‘00, p.5), I would like to
mention that there is also a 1993,
245-page guide for Paris (with a 1997
supplement) and a 138-page guide to
Israel which was due to be updated
by April 2000.  A sample of the
guide text can be found on the Dis-
ability Net at www.disabilitynet/
co.uk/info/access/guides/index.html
and the other contact details were
given in the above ‘scoops’.  Thanks
to all involved for producing these
excellent guides and to TS for bring-
ing them to my attention.

Audrey Barnes
Toronto, ON
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Favourite place ...

Yvonne Butorac has written to say she’d
like to add another New Brunswick inn to
those mentioned in TS April 2000.

Birdwatching in Alma

At only 8-9 cm (a little over 3 in.) in length they’re
Canada’s smallest birds. They’re also elusive.  The
ruby-throated hummingbird is usually seen only as
a greenish iridescent flash as it flits from flower to
flower.  Not so at the Parkland Village Inn in Alma,
New Brunswick.  New owners David and Karen
Casey have continued a practice begun by the
former innkeepers.  They keep numerous hum-
mingbird feeders around the inn filled with a syrupy
mixture for their tiny visitors.  And the humming-
birds come regularly and in large numbers.

You can observe the birds up close through
the large windows of the inn’s dining room, the
Tides Restaurant.  Bird watching doesn’t get any
easier than this!  When the birds hover their wings

are just a blur and when they rest on the perches the
flashy males are easily identifiable by their fiery-
red throats.  They can fly forwards, backwards,
sideways or remain perfectly stationary in the air
with equal ease.  There’s rarely a time in the day
when no hummers are present but the largest
numbers come in the morning and early evening.
And when you tire of birdwatching, you can watch
the changing tides on the Bay of Fundy or the
activities of Alma’s fishing boats.

The Tides opens for breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
and takes the last dinner reservations for 9:00 p.m.
It has a large seafood menu (some of the seafood
comes directly from the fishing boats out front) as
well as selections for landlubbers.  The Inn also has
a licensed lounge, a take-out restaurant, and five
oceanfront, double rooms with rates beginning at
$60.  The Parkland Village Inn overlooks the Bay
of Fundy at the eastern edge of Fundy National
Park in the small fishing village of Alma on High-
way 114.  It is open from May to October.  Parkland
Village Inn, Alma, NB E0A 1B0, tel: 506 887
2313, www.fundyweb.com/parkland

by Yvonne Butorac

Overlooking the Bay of Fundy (PVI)
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Middle East continued from page 1 ...

Imaginative Travel, nine days in Egypt.  The rest of our
time was spent travelling independently.

Syria and Jordan are mostly desert and met my
expectations of what the ‘biblical’ lands should look like.
The people of Syria are very
warm and friendly, and “Wel-
come to Syria” is a phrase that is
heard frequently.  They will even
call it out to you as you merely
pass by.  The country is not well
developed technologically;
there is no Internet and no cell
service.  Jordan and Egypt, in
contrast, have lots of Internet
cafés and cell phones.  Jordan,
though still what may be called
a developing nation, is more
modern (and expensive) than
Syria.  They have made wise
choices as far as who to ally
themselves with and conse-
quently have received billions
of International Monetary Fund
dollars and it shows in contrast
to Syria.  Syria’s President has
been in power since 1970.  He
just won an election and is start-
ing a new seven-year term.  He received 99% of the vote.
His son is being groomed to take his place when he
eventually retires.

In Syria and Jordan we suffered from information
overload.  We visited an average of three sites a day and
had a hard time remembering from day to day what we
had seen and what it was all about.  It soon became a blur
of crusader castles and desert cities.  However, we are not
complaining.  We saw some amazing stuff.  The ruins of
Greek and Roman cities standing abandoned seemingly
in the middle of nowhere are a sight to behold.  Palmyra,
a Roman-era city in Syria, is the most well-preserved and
striking of the desert cities.  Ugarit is the place where the
first alphabet was developed in the 13th century BC.  In
Jordan we saw some of the Dead Sea Scrolls and visited
Petra, which was a highlight of the trip.  Petra is a 2,500-
year-old city carved out of sheer rock canyon walls.  The
red hue of the rocks lends it the name Rose Red Petra.  The
entrance is through a 1 km long crevice called the siq
which rises up to 200 metres and in some places is only
3 metres wide.

We like to say we did the Red, the Dead and the
Med!  We snorkelled in the Red Sea, bobbed like corks
in the Dead (a bizarre feeling) and gazed at the Mediter-

ranean.  We saw the remains of a 9,000-year-old settle-
ment - not much to see, just some house and wall
foundations, but the sheer age of it all was mind boggling.
There was a 9,000-year-old wheat grinding stone just

lying on the ground.  Anyone
could have walked off with it!

Everywhere we went was the
site of some famous historical or
biblical event.  We heard the
Islamic version of the Crusad-
ers’ ‘Holy War’.  They were,
after all, invaders in a foreign
land.  Their massacres and acts
of cruelty are legendary in this
part of the world.  Richard the
Lion Hearted was, apparently,
one of the cruelest of them all.
The exploits of Alexander the
Great and even Lawrence of Ara-
bia were frequently heard.   In
addition, we enjoyed seeing nu-
merous tombs, all containing the
head of John the Baptist, several
Moses’ Springs (where water is-
sued forth when he tapped his
staff on the desert ground), and
more than one site of the burning

bush.
The Middle East in general and Syria in particular

are safe countries.  Many people told us that a woman can
walk alone anywhere, at any time of the day or night,
without fear.  Theft is rare and you can leave your bags
unattended in public and return to them later to find them
untouched. The mode of dress among the women varies
greatly.  In big cities such as Damascus some have
uncovered heads and wear quite tight pants and short-
sleeved blouses.  Those dressed in modern clothes are
very stylish.  But most women wear long dresses, long-
sleeve tops and a head scarf.  Some women, mostly those
who are older, wear all black with a veil which sometimes
covers even their eyes.

Between tours we travelled on our own, crossing
by ferry from Jordan to the Sinai in Egypt.  We then
crossed the Sinai peninsula by local bus to Cairo, stop-
ping for a day each at the resort towns of Dahab and
Sharm el-Sheikh.  I enjoyed these opportunities to mingle
with the locals who were very curious about us, since it
is rare for them to see foreigners travelling amongst them.
They would offer us their tea, food and cigarettes and talk
to us, even the ones who didn’t speak English.  It seemed
they thought that if they spoke slowly enough and kept

A Syrian merchant (E. Williams)
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repeating themselves we would understand.
If we had been travelling this route on a tourist bus

we would have had a military escort.  In the 90’s there
have been a number of attacks on tourists by Islamic
extremists in an attempt to destabilize the Egyptian
government by ruining the lucrative tourist industry.  The
worst attack occurred on 17 November 1997, when
terrorists stood on top of a temple in Luxor and shot 58
tourists dead.  Since then all tour groups have armed
escorts.  Fortunately there have been no further attacks
since then, a fact that contributed to our decision to go to
Egypt.  We later discovered that we had been at the very
temple where the last attack took place on the exact date
two years later ... I’m glad I wasn’t aware of this rather
unnerving fact at the time.

We were able to have some down time in the Sinai
at the resort towns on the Red Sea.  They are mainly
frequented by Europeans who come for the sun, diving,
snorkelling and wind-surfing.  The Sinai itself is very
bleak, nothing but sand, rock and bald mountains.  There
is no vegetation except for the palm trees planted at the
resorts.  Many say there is beauty in the desert, in the
colours of the sand and rocks at sunrise and sunset, and
I don’t deny this.  But it is hot, very hot.  However, when
one yearns for colour and a more lush kind of beauty one
only has to look under the sea.
The snorkelling and diving in
the Red Sea are considered some
of the best in the world.

After our brief period of
relaxation we travelled on to
Cairo.  This is an experience you
need to be prepared for!  The
first thing you will notice is that
you are never left on your own.
There is always someone talk-
ing to you, propositioning you
or trying to get your attention.
Baksheesh is the name of the
game here.  Everything has a
price and you must pay a tip for
any service rendered or any in-
formation given, whether asked
for or not.  That is the way it has
always been, it is a way of life.
Everywhere there are “guides”
who will point out the obvious to
you and then request baksheesh.
Small children run up to you, hands outstretched, implor-
ing “stylo, bonbons, baksheesh”. People call out to you as
you pass and if you don’t answer they shout, “Excuse me,

wait, come back.”  You frequently find yourself ‘adopted’
by a man who has fallen into step with you and is striking
up a conversation with you as if you were a celebrity.
“What country are you from?”  “Canada.”  “Oh, Canada
Dry.”  It is all part of the Egyptian experience and fun if
you allow it to be.  It is a poor country which has had
tourism for ages and tourists are regarded as a definite
source of revenue for everyone.

The boisterous historic market of Khan al-Khalili
is one of the largest and most famous in the Middle East.
Located in one-lane streets in the medieval section of the
city, it is packed with stalls and wall-to-wall people.  The
motor cyclists go screaming through these narrow streets
like bowling balls through bowling pins.  You either
jump out of the way when you hear them coming or suffer
the consequences.  It’s all part of the experience.

And there’s more!  You can’t say you’ve fully
experienced Cairo until you have gone for a taxi ride.  The
drivers have skill and daring beyond belief, daring being
the greater of the two!  Believe me, a taxi ride through
Cairo has more thrills per minute than any theme park
ride.

Be prepared, also, for the very bad air pollution in
Cairo.  The city’s population has grown to such an extent
that at an estimated 18 million they are now second only

to Mexico City as the most popu-
lous city in the world.

Cairo may be frenetic and pol-
luted, but its sites are fantastic.
The pyramids are far bigger than
I had imagined.  It is like stand-
ing beside a small mountain. In
the Valley of the Kings in Luxor
we saw 3,500-year-old tomb
paintings that were so vibrant
they looked as though they were
created yesterday.  It was like
gazing through a window into
the past, seeing the lives of these
ancient people portrayed so
clearly - and opulently - on innu-
merable tomb and temple walls.
And the treasures which have
escaped the tomb robbers of the
past are amazing.

We spent three days cruising
the Nile from Aswan to Luxor.
This was very pleasant and re-

laxing and we enjoyed watching the beautiful scenery
slip by.  The banks of the Nile, which are lush and green
with lots of palm trees, are farmed using the same

The Treasury at Petra, Jordon (E. Williams)
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methods as employed during the times of the Pharaohs.
Where cultivation ends, about 300 metres from the river
banks, the desert begins, its bleak yellow a sharp contrast
to the lushness of the farmlands.

It almost goes without saying that we had great
weather.  In five
weeks we had one
hour of rain on the
coast in Syria.  We
could count on a
blue sky every day.
Egypt was the hot-
test place on the
tour, averaging
around 30°C.

We paid
$2,470 pp/dbl, land
only, for the 16-day
tour in Syria and Jor-
dan with Explore
and $1,110 each,
land only, for the 9-day tour in Egypt with Imaginative
Traveller (IT). (TravelScoop has checked those prices
and learned they have changed: the Syria/Jordan tour
price starts at $1,885 and the Egypt tour is from $1,125
- Ed.) That included two overnight sleeper trains and
three days on a Nile Cruiser. Breakfasts were included,
but most other meals were extra.  All entry fees were
covered as well as all land transportation.  The accommo-
dation on both tours was fairly basic.  If you can turn a
blind eye to tiny, not always too clean rooms you will be
okay.  But if you are looking for anything close to North
American standards these tour companies may not be for
you.  IT offers three categories of tours: Budget, Travel-
ler, and Traveller Plus.  We were in the Traveller category,
so I suspect the Budget must be very basic. The Traveller
Plus category stays in 4- and 5-star hotels, but is nearly
double the price.  (Bear in mind that a 5-star hotel in the
Middle East is like a 3- or 4-star hotel in North America.)
We have always travelled independently and these were
our first organized tours, so we did not know what we
could expect for the price we paid, but I suspect we got
what we paid for.

What we did get was excellent tour leaders, knowl-
edgeable local guides and well-organized tours.  The land
transportation was in comfortable air-conditioned buses
and the sleeper trains were 1st class.  The group sizes
were small - 18 people on each tour - and were a mix of
British, Canadians, Americans and Australians, so the
groups were interesting and manageable.  The average
age with Explore was 45 and with IT it was 35 - 40.

Travelling with a group definitely maximized our time
and took all the work and worry out of travelling.  We just
sat back and enjoyed.  But we also liked the time we had
on our own, setting our own schedules and pace and when
we travel again in similar areas we will definitely opt to

do a combination of
organized touring
and independent
travel.

Both the tour op-
erators Explore
Worldwide and Im-
aginative Traveller
are both based in
Britain.  We made
our arrangements
for these tours
through WestCan
Treks in Vancouver
(they also have of-
fices in Calgary,

Edmonton and Toronto - Ed). Their Canada-wide toll
free number is 1 800 661 7265.

Anyone looking for a travel experience that in-
cludes history, culture and extraordinary sights with
friendly people in a warm climate will love the Middle
East.

Elaine Williams is a TravelScoop
subscriber who lives in Prince George, BC.

Discover Syria in Québec
So, now you're inspired to visit Syria, start your

explorations here in Canada.  From 31 May until 7
January 2001 the Musée de la Civilisation in Québec
City is presenting a major cultural event: Syria, Land
of Civilizations, its first stop in a North American
tour. (The Provincial Museum of Alberta in Edmon-
ton will be its following venue.)   The exhibition will
feature more than 400 exceptional treasures, many of
which have never been exhibited outside Syria be-
fore.

The Museum’s summer hours (24 June - 4
September) are 10:00 am to 7:00 am daily.  (After 4
September closing time changes to 5:00 pm and the
Museum is closed on Mondays.)  Guided tours in
English are available and are included in the admis-
sion which is $7 or less.  For more information contact
the Museum at 418 643 2158, fax: 418 646 9705,
www.mcq.org/syrie

Pyramids of the Giza Plateau (E. Williams)
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Our journey across Hecate Strait from Prince Rupert
to the Queen Charlotte Islands was restful and

smooth.  A woman sitting near us was weaving a beauti-
ful cedar basket, which she did with much experience and
seemingly very little effort. The ferry is equipped with
staterooms as it also makes night crossings.  A restaurant,
pub, children’s play area and a couple of movies all help
to pass the time for all.

We arrive in Skidegate at 5:30 pm and, as we have
our own car with us, we drive the 5 km to Queen Charlotte
City where accommodation in Dorothy and Mike’s Guest-
house awaits us.  It is a beautiful home where there are
three double rooms amongst a fabu-
lous collection of memorabilia.  Mike
serves up a wonderful full breakfast
featuring French toast one morning
and home-grown huckleberry pan-
cakes the next day. If you wish, the
full kitchen is at your disposal to
prepare the fresh crab, salmon or
halibut you got off a fisherman that
day.  The Haida Museum in Skidegate is a must when you
visit Gwaii Haanas.

A couple of days later we cross over to Aliford Bay
on Moresby Island aboard the small car ferry Kwuna, a
trip that takes just  20 minutes.  We had contacted one B
& B in Sandspit and though it was fully booked the host
said to just drop by her place when we arrived and she will
have found us a home for two nights.  True to her word,
Bonnie gave us the directions and we drove on to the
well-concealed Copper Bay Resort - a delightful B & B
right on the beach with windows - frosted from years of
being beaten by the wind-blown sand and salt spray -
facing the ocean.  The 20 foot tides give an ever-changing
view.  We walked for hours on the beach for two days and
never saw a soul. The main business of the Copper Bay
Lodge is to be the hub for the host who is a licensed guide
and outfitter for fishing and hunting groups, mainly from
Germany.  It’s a true hideaway in a hidden part of the

The Queen Charlotte Islands,

or Gwaii Haanas      by Don & Helen Howe

Off to do the coastal British Columbia trip described in Travel Scoop last month? If so you may wish
to add a trip out to the Queen Charlotte Islands (or Gwaii Haanas) to your itinerary.  There was an
article on sailing around the islands in the October ‘99 edition, but for those of you who would like
a land-tour, subscribers Don and Helen Howe of Port Moody, BC, have some recommendations.

world.
It was already feeling like our lucky trip and then

we got to attend the First Annual Harbour Day Festival in
Sandspit.   There were free pancakes, sausages and coffee
in the morning followed by free barbequed hot dogs for
lunch.  Throughout the day there were games for kids
from 6 to 66 to test their skills and luck, a helicopter
rescue display, tours of the harbour and kayak demon-
strations and rides.  When the action was over it was time
for a dinner of a whole boiled crab, a cob of corn,
coleslaw, a roll and coffee for $7.  Now that is a party put
on by an island of 500 friendly folk that will be long

remembered!
Then it was back to Graham

Island and north to Masset, the larg-
est settlement in the Charlottes. We
stayed at the Harbor View Lodge in
a large, fully-equipped apartment.
From Masset you can visit Tow Hill
and the Blowhole and walk for miles
on the sand beaches looking for ag-

ates.  Trails in the moss-covered forests will lead you to
anywhere, from one-hour loops to six-day hikes up to
Rose Spit at the north tip of Naikoon Park. There is a
beautiful provincial campsite at Agate Beach as well as
many private campgrounds and cabins on the beaches.  A
stop at Port Clements on the way south from Masset to
visit the  Logging Museum is worthwhile.

Tlell was our last stop.  We stayed in the Riverside
Cottages and were welcomed with a hot, straight-from-
the-oven, loaf of bread and a jar of delicious Tayberry
jelly while we were unpacking the car.  The hospitality of
the Queen Charlotte people is remarkable.

From Tlell you must take the walk down to the
mouth of the Tlell River and enjoy the beauty and
serenity of this area.  Continue north on the seemingly
endless beach for 20 minutes to see the remains of the 250
foot log carrier Pesuta that ran aground in 1928.

Our last day in the islands was spent at yet another

We walked for
hours on the beach
... and never saw a

soul.

continued on page 19
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Museum Outings in Two U.S. Cities

Calling all art and museum lovers, especially if you
live in Southern Ontario.  Have you considered a

getaway to Detroit and/or Buffalo?  It’s true these cities
haven’t enjoyed a great reputation in past years but things
are changing with a great deal of urban renewal afoot and
their museums and historical institutes are outstanding.
So, if you go, I think you may be pleasantly surprised.

My day in Detroit came about because Canadian
Airlines have just introduced five daily flights on small
F28 planes from Toronto to Detroit and I was invited to
help them celebrate.  After the ribbon cutting and
handshaking at Detroit Airport I attended a press confer-
ence to learn about the ambitious extension plans for this
airport which may well have an impact for Canadians
living in Southern Ontario as it provides a major link with
Northwest Airlines and a variety of other major interna-
tional carriers. And some of their direct seasonal
international destinations may be useful to Canadians,
for example: Cayman Isles and Zihuatanejo, Mexico (see
TS December 1998 - Ed). Flights are also available to
Detroit from Ottawa and London, ON., and Montreal,
PQ.

With the
airport for-
malities over a
group of us set
off to explore
Detroit and
then nearby
D e a r b o r n .
Yes, it’s neat to
look south
across the river
and see Wind-
sor, Ontario.
Yes, parts of
the city appear
very dismal.  But there’s nothing dismal about the mu-
seum district with its imposing buildings and wide grassy

avenues.  Detroit has seen a great deal of money during
its history and it certainly shows here in its museums, in
particular the Detroit Institute of Arts, ranked fifth largest
among the United States’ fine arts museums.  You could
easily spend a day here (recommended donation $4 - all
prices US$ - closed Mondays) among the encyclopedic
collection that surveys creative endeavours from around
the world from prehistory through the 20th century and
includes van Gogh’s Self Portrait, Rodin’s The Thinker,
Bruegel’s The Wedding Dance and Diego Rivera’s mag-
nificent Detroit Industry frescoes in the central courtyard,
a body of work which the Mexican muralist considered
the most successful of his career. There’s even a French
Canadian Art room. A great museum.

I thought lunch in the museum Kresge Court Café
looked appealing, but my colleagues dragged me away
with cries of “There’s lots more to see yet!”.  I was
disappointed we didn’t stop at the nearby Museum of
African American History, nor at the Detroit Historical
Museum but we were heading out of town to Dearborn,
home of the most visited indoor/outdoor historical com-

plex in North
America: the
Henry Ford
Museum &
G r e e n f i e l d
V i l l a g e
(HFMGV).

 I must ad-
mit in spite of
the attrac-
tion’s obvious
popularity -
over a million
visitors annu-
ally - the idea
of spending

precious time in a 12-acre building devoted to transpor-
tation didn’t excite me very much, but how wrong I was.

by Ann Wallace

One of the towering Diego Rivera frescoes in The Detroit Institute of Arts (Wallace)
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There’s something for everyone here: important vehicles
in the history of the automobile, including the  limousine
in which President Kennedy was assassinated, and the
trailer lent by Ford to Charles Lindberg and his family, in
which they recorded their travels on the bottom of one of
the galley drawers.  The last entry before Lindberg
returned the trailer to the museum was “1957 - Ontario,
Canada.”  Then there are stage and mail coaches;  agricul-
tural exhibits;  early printing presses, calculators and
typewriters; home arts, including furniture, dolls’ houses,
old kitchens, glass
and ceramics;  details
of the origin of “the
Real McCoy”; inven-
tions in lighting,
communications and
entertainment, in-
cluding early
television pro-
grammes and an
‘average’ American
living room where
the night of the broad-
cast of Orson Welles'
famous - and infa-
mous - radio play
War of the Worlds is re-enacted.  As an avid traveller one
of my favourite exhibits was the Model T Ford in which
one Hector Abarzua and his son Hugo realized a lifelong
dream and travelled 22,000 miles from Punta Arenas in
Southern Chile to Canada in 1992-94. Apparently they
left with the equivalent of $5!  Yes, the scope of the
museum is amazing. (There’s a functional cafeteria where
you can take a break. )

If it’s trains rather than automobiles that interest
you, make a note that this summer’s theme at the HFMGV
is “Railroading in America”, highlighted by the 10 June
opening of the Detroit, Toledo & Milwaukee Round-
house, a re-creation of the six-stall 1884 repair facility for
19th and 20th century steam locomotives.

Admission is fairly steep: $12.50 for adults for the
Henry Ford Museum, $12.50 for Greenfield Village (a
living history museum with hands-on opportunities and
costumed presenters) and an additional $7.50 for IMAX,
though combination tickets are available for $17.50 (2
attractions) or $28 (all 3 attractions). Open daily except
Thanksgiving (U.S. of course) and Christmas.  For de-
tails of special travel packages call 1 888 MICH-PKG.

There’s lots more to see and do in Detroit and
surrounding area: many other museums; historical houses

and the mansions of the auto barons; performing arts;
festivals, fairs and many sporting-events including, of
course, baseball in the Tiger’s spiffy new downtown
stadium - Comerica Park.  And, of course, there’s lots to
see and do in our own Windsor, Detroit’s twin city, but
that’s another story.

There’s a Best Western and a Holiday Inn Express
on the road between the airport and the city, but for a real
treat one of the finest places to stay in this area is the
Dearborn Inn, originally built in the 1920’s by Henry

Ford for business
visitors to his plant
and now operating
under the Marriott
banner. The grounds
contain a “colonial
village” - replicas of
famous Americans’
houses which are
available for rent.
The hotel is within
walking distance of
the Henry Ford Mu-
seum and about a $20
cab ride from down-
town Detroit.

Week-end prices from $119 are much lower than week-
day. Call 1 800 228 9290 for details. TravelScoop readers
may also like to look back to our May 1998 edition (p.7)
where the Greenfield Inn, also in Dearborn, was highly
recommended (tel: 1 800 528 1234 for details). For
tourism information on Detroit call 1 800 DETROIT or
visit www.visitdetroit.com

*****

James Tissot was my reason for heading to Buffalo
just a few weeks after my Detroit jaunt and if you hurry
you too can catch his charming exhibition at the Albright-
Knox Art Gallery before it closes on 2 July. Buffalo is in
the Niagara Falls region and is an easy one-and-a-half
hour drive from Toronto.  Some friends of mine were
heading to an educational institute for the day, so I joined
them for the drive and left them soon after we crossed the
Peace Bridge, setting out to walk a few miles along
Elmwood Avenue to the museum district.  Elmwood is
Buffalo’s ‘trendy’ street and while it has a way to go
before it can be described as vibrant it certainly is
pleasant for a walk, offering a selection of nice gift shops
and restaurants of all types.  If you prefer to stroll in a

continued on page 20

View from the Albright-Knox Art Gallery (Wallace)
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In December 1998 TravelScoop published an article entitled “Travelling Independently in
the Greek Islands”.  In the Spring of 1999 subscribers Dean and Gayle Feltham took a three-
week tour with Adventures Abroad, following which they had some additional tips on
travelling in Greece to share with readers.  We are publishing this information now because
Greece is also a popular destination in the Fall.

Visiting the Greek Islands

Last spring (late April to mid May) my wife and I
took a three-week, five-island tour of the Greek

Islands starting in Athens. For those considering such a
trip - either on a tour or independently - here are a few tips.

Generally the weather was excellent and not too
hot for touring, though the sea was cool for swimming.
Some nights there were strong winds which closed down
the ferries for a day.   We recommend a light windbreaker
for the ferries and a warm sweater for the nights. Spring-
time is an excellent time to see the wild flowers and herbs,
especially on Crete and Santorini islands. Also, private
gardens are beautiful with huge geraniums, bougainvillea,
lilies, giant roses, daisies, oleander, and so on. We were
told that summers are very hot and by the fall the terrain
is sparse and brown, but the weather is usually good.

Select an outside cabin on overnight ferries.  Not
only are they usually larger, but our inside cabin suffered
from vibration from the ship’s engines and lack of air,
resulting in a sleepless night.  On the overnight ferry from
Athens to Crete, for example, the extra cost for a larger
outside cabin with twin beds rather than bunks was about
C$30. Dinner in the formal dining room was good. Most
of the ferries are large ships (carrying cars and trucks) and
we did not experience any uncomfortable journeys. Oc-
casionally, however, high winds prevent the ferries (and
cruise ships) from being able to dock.

If you hear “You don’t need air conditioning, you
can leave the windows open for the cool breeze,” don’t
believe it!  It’s the mosquitoes that can be a problem as
none of the hotels we stayed in had screens.

The people were a highlight of our trip; 90% have
sufficient English to communicate, the other 10% man-
age to figure it out!  All are helpful.  At no time did we
have concern for our safety; we walked a lot and took
local bus transportation during the day and evenings.
Taxi drivers tend to be a mixed bag; just remember to
agree on the fare up front.

Travellers’ cheques in US$ are not required.  We
used our bank card at the ATM machines throughout
Athens and the islands, with the exception of Amorgos.
We found only a few hotels and restaurants took credit
cards, most require drachmas.  The majority of shops will
take credit cards but you can negotiate a better price if you
use cash.

Things we would have done differently? We vis-
ited the islands of Crete, Santorini, Mykonos, Naxos and
Amorgos, spending three nights and two full days on
each.  We would have preferred a slower pace and would
recommend at least three days for Santorini and Mykonos,
dropping Naxos if necessary.  Santorini was the highlight
and any extra time would be well spent there, rent a car
and tour the island; walk the Caldera Rim with its
spectacular views and have dinner watching the sunset.
Amorgos is a ‘get away from it all’ kind of place and
tourism has not yet hit in a big way.

Some accommodation recommendations:  on Crete
the Aphrodite Hotel at Gouves is family run with atten-
tive staff, good-sized basic rooms with balconies, quiet
air-conditioning, on-site store for picnics, nice gardens
and swimming pool, on a rather nondescript beach,
isolated with a fair walk uphill to the bus stop (Hotel
Aphrodite, Gouves, Heraklion, tel: 011 30 897 41102).
On Mykonos we stayed at Petinos Hotel, located at Platos
Yialos.  This is a three-building property: main hotel
overlooking the sea, Neos Petinos and another wing
across the road.  We stayed in Neos Petinos in a basic but
large room - with kitchenette - facing a quiet, interior
garden. The hotel restaurant overlooks a beautiful bay ...
a delightful setting.  Local bus stops at the front door.
(Petinos Hotel, Plati Yialos 84600, tel: 011 30 289
22913, fax: 011 30 289 23680.)  On Amorgos we stayed
at the Aegialis Hotel, a family-run property with basic,
good size rooms, quiet air conditioning, comfortable
beds and a spectacular view overlooking the bay.  Here

by Dean Feltham
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we could leave the windows open and listen to the Agean
Sea crashing on the shore below.  Each room has a
balcony overlooking the bay on which we had lunch with
ingredients bought from the local food store.  Hotel has
a large salt-water swimming pool and offers excellent
dinners.  There’s a small village within walking distance
but the hotel is isolated; a place to relax and enjoy the
views.  (Hotel Aegialis, Aegiali 84008, Amorgos, tel:
011 30 285 73393, fax: 011 30 285 73395.)   We do not
recommend our hotel on Santorini - the Orion,  nor on
Naxos - the Nissaki.  The former had no air conditioning,

the latter uncomfortable beds and in both the breakfasts
weren’t good.

But apart from those few negatives it was a great
trip with splendid scenery and lots of interesting sites and
sights.

Readers contemplating an independent trip to the Greek
Islands may like to find the Fodor’s guide entitled Ex-
ploring the Greek Islands (285 pp, C$31.00) and also
The Rough Guide Greece (855 pp. C$25.99), almost half
of which is devoted to the islands - Ed.

“Busabout”

Here’s a great idea for travellers keen to see
Europe independently while keeping an eye on
their budgets.  It’s “Busabout”, a hop-on-hop-off
network that covers 14 countries and over 70
cities in state-of-the-art, air-conditioned Euro-
pean coaches, with reclining seats, at prices far
below European rail passes.  The major cities of
western Europe are included in the itineraries,
and also a number of lesser-known towns, giving
travellers the opportunity to venture off the
beaten track.  Each bus has an on-board guide
who will not only give you information on your
destination but who can also pre-book recom-
mended hostel or budget accommodation at
prices between C$19 and C$35 as well as make
reservations on the bus for the next stage of your
journey.

There are five consecutive passes available
from 15 days ($389) to 3 months ($1,369) and
flexipasses for travel between 10 and 30 days
($589 to $1,519 respectively) within periods of
time ranging from 2 to 4 months.  The London-
Paris add-on  can be free or $39 or $79 -
depending on the pass you purchase.  Other add-
ons are the Greek Island Pass (good for five
islands) for $139, the Venice to Athens ferry for
$69, the Brindisi to Athens ferry for $39 and the
Scandinavian Loop for $449.

TS recently met Cris David, Canada’s
National Busabout Sales Manager, and he asked
us to stress to our readers that this is an all-age
programme and not restricted to the youth market

(although there are savings available for young
people and teachers).  Perhaps Chris describes it
best: “Busabout is suitable for independent travel-
lers of all ages and welcomes older passengers
who are adventurous and young at heart.  Young
people and seniors are very similar in that they
often have lots of time but limited budgets on
which to travel.  Busabout is an ideal way to
explore Europe economically, yet with enormous
flexibility, comfort and convenience.”

For a very clear brochure contact
Busabout’s Toronto office at 1 877 668 4328, fax:
1 877 668 4329 or visit the interactive website at
www.busabout.com which not only gives informa-
tion but also features message boards from past
and current travellers sharing their experiences.
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Because TravelScoop is based in Toronto, we tend to forget that our city is a major tourist
destination.  Several readers have enquired about B&B’s and although we’ve had some recommen-
dations from subscribers in the past these properties seem to have chequered lives.  So, editor Ann
set out to see if she could find a conveniently located B&B she could recommend to her readers.  She
was astonished to find four - all of them delightful - within two residential city blocks.

Some Toronto B&B’s    by Ann Wallace

I  thought it was going to be a quick piece of research.
I’d received the brochure of the Federation of Ontario

Bed & Breakfast Accommodation (FOBBA) in the mail
and discovered there was a property within walking
distance of my office, very close to a  subway station and
close to one of Toronto’s major intersections - Yonge and
Bloor.  “I’ll check it out after work ... it won’t take long”,
I told my family on the ‘phone.

Three hours later I arrived home clutching four
different brochures and quite weary after having engaged
in four lively conversations.  Yes, my first stop had led to
three more properties, the majority within two quiet,
residential, tree-lined blocks hidden in the heart of the
city. All the properties were FOBBA-listed and the hosts
know each other and work together.  All the properties
were delightful and the hosts welcoming and I have no
hesitation whatsoever in recommending the following
Toronto B&B’s to my readers.

My first stop had been at the heritage house called
The Mulberry Tree, where hosts Paul and Carol Buer
had greeted me warmly, shown off some of their beauti-
fully framed travel photographs and given me a peek into
a couple of unoccupied rooms.  They pride themselves on
their comfortable beds and full gourmet breakfasts and
the rooms are appealing with ‘trendy’ touches and lots of
plants.  The Mulberry Tree is located at 122 Isabella
Street, Toronto M4Y 1P1, tel: 416 960 5249 or 1 800 606
5444, fax: 416 960 3853, e-mail: mulberry@aracnet.net
internet: www.aracnet.net\tildamulberry   Single rooms
from $65, double $75.

On a quiet street nearby stands An 1871 Historic
House, an elegant, antique-filled home with an interest-
ing history that hosts Patricia and John McHugh will be
delighted to share with you.  The McHughs have wel-
comed visitors from all over the world and it’s easy to see
why they have so many repeat guests, many of whom
come to Toronto on business.  Patricia is an interior

decorator and her home reflects her love of fine things.  In
addition to the main house there is also a wonderful coach
house that can accommodate up to five people.  Ask the
McHughs about the rumours regarding who has stayed
here!  John prepares the gourmet breakfasts to prepare
you for a great day in TO. Rates from $65 - $135, address:
65 Huntley Street, Toronto M4Y 2L2, tel: 416 923 6950,
fax: 416 923 1065, e-mail: 1871hist@interlog.com

A short block away stands The Cavendish House,
a Victorian home on another quiet street.  Here hosts Ed
and Louise Bird (who hail from Ireland) and dog Betty
give a warm welcome and show off their home and
simple but comfy rooms with pride.  The address is 5
Linden Street, Toronto M4Y 1V5, tel: 416 921 3644, e-
mail: cavendish@sprint.ca  Price range is $70 - $100.

Nearby Sherbourne Street is a busy Toronto thor-
oughfare with a bus service.  But once inside the
sturdily-built Victorian home of Michael Pawson and
Aries Cheung all is calm and inviting, with a shady patio
for summer visitors to enjoy.  For details of this B&B,
which bears the name The Rosedale after the prosperous
residential district it stands adjacent to, contact 416 927
0543, fax: 416 966 0962, e-mail: mail@
rosedalebandb.on.ca, website www.rosedalebandb.on.ca
The address is 572 Sherbourne Street, Toronto M4X 1L3
and the prices start at $75. Adults only please, and - sorry
- no pets due to the fact that two cats already make The
Rosedale their home.

The handy FOBBA brochure lists over 250 in-
spected B&B’s throughout Ontario.  For your free copy
call 416 515 1293 or visit www.fobba.com where all the
homes - included those mentioned above - can be viewed.
When booking don’t forget to clarify such things as en
suite or shared facilities, air conditioning, availability of
parking, policy regarding children and pets etc., as of
course these vary from property to property.



17          June 2000

Travel digest

Britain
If you’re off to Britain this summer
don’t forget to purchase things
such as car rental or rail passes
before you leave Canada.  You’ll
save by buying as much as you can
in advance.  For London visitors
there’s a New London pass, a
ticket that provides admission to
40 attractions plus free travel on all
public transport, discounts on bus
and canal tours and more. But
check the attractions before you
hand over your £18 for one day
(£42 for three) as the things on
your list may not be included.
Available from the Visitor Centre
at 1 Lower Regent Street or
through the website
www.londonpass.com   If you’re
planning on getting out of the city
and a budget hiking trip appeals,
you can enjoy seven long-distance
walks through some of Britain’s
finest scenery with pre-booked
B&B accommodation in youth
hostels for £86 for seven nights.
Evening meals and packed lunches
are available at most of the hostels.
Details from the Youth Hostels
Association, Trevelyan House, 8
St. Stephen’s Hill, St. Albans,
Herts AL1 2DY, tel: 011 44 1727
855215, website www.yha.org.uk

Germany
If you think German cuisine is all
sausages and sauerkraut you may
like to contact the German Tourist
Office and request a copy of
Culinary Germany, a free 152-
page glossy book designed to help
food-loving travellers prepare a
trip of discovery.  Designed for
independent travellers, the book
suggests seven culinary routes
through art, culture and ... food!

Each route features maps; colour
photographs; scenic, architectural
and cultural sites along the way;
with hotel packages offered in
some sections along with general
travel information, including
transportation. Call 416 968 1570
or e-mail your request to
germanto@idirect.com (don’t
forget to include your snail-mail
address).

St. Kitts & Nevis
These twin islands are to be the site
(the smallest ever) of this year’s
Carifesta VII festival - 10 days of
Caribbean arts and culture to be
held throughout the islands 17-26
August.  Over 30 countries in the
Caribbean and Latin American
regions will be represented and
will display music, art, crafts,
drama, dance, food, books, film,
photography and more.  Should be
quite a party.  For information
contact 416 368 6707 or visit
www.skbee.com/carifesta7

St. Maarten/St. Martin
Lots of savings on this Caribbean
island from now until 15 December
with a Gimme Five Double the
Fun, Double the Value savings
programme (a savings card and
information booklet) including
fifth night free in a variety of
hotels, and savings on attractions,
car rentals and at restaurants.
Remember, one of this island’s
major attractions are the America’s
Cup 12-Metre Challenge races in
which visitors can take part.  For
information on travel to St.
Maarten and the savings pro-
gramme call the Tourist Office at
416 622 4300 or e-mail:
melaine@inforamp.net

Tanzania
The Ngorongoro Crater in the

highlands of Northern Tanzania is
part of the 3,200 square mile
Ngorongoro Conservation Area,
one of the finest places in Africa
for game watching. TS has re-
ceived details of the Ngorongoro
Sopa Lodge which looks wonder-
ful, especially at prices from
US$70 per person per day, includ-
ing all meals. At an altitude of
7,800 feet above sea level this
lodge will appeal to those who do
not welcome the hot temperatures
found in much of Africa.  For a
tempting brochure and more
information contact Sopa Lodges
USA office in Florida, tel: 1 800
806 9565, fax: 941 387 0028, e-
mail: walden@home.com  website:
www.sopalodges.com

U.S.A.
San Antonio is a popular Texas
destination and considerable
savings are yours with their SAVE
(San Antonio Vacation Experi-
ence) coupon booklet.  If San
Antonio is in your plans call 1 800
447 3372 for your booklet.

✔✔ Subscriber Bonus

Introduce a

new member

to

TravelScoop

and we will

extend your

subscription

by

3 free

months!
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Health Watch

Long-distance travel can be hard on the body,
especially if you have to sit nearly motionless for
hours on an airplane.  But Dr Bernard Gersh,
editor of the Mayo Clinic Heart Book says travel-
lers can do some helpful things to keep from
developing potentially dangerous blood clots
while flying. Here are some of his tips:

-   Wear comfortable, loose clothing and sensible
     shoes.
-   Frequently stretch your legs, even while sitting.
-   Do not cross your legs.
-   Regularly squeeze and release the muscles of
    your stomach and buttocks.
-   Periodically take slow, deep breaths.

-   Get out of your seat and walk the aisle at least
     once an hour.
-   Take aspirin if it’s safe and appropriate for you.
-   If you’ve had problems in the past, wear elastic
     support stockings.
-   Avoid alcohol.
-   Stay hydrated by drinking at least one glass of
     water each hour. This will also mean you
     will need to get out of your seat more often to
     use the washroom.

The Mayo Clinic Heart Book - Second Edition is
available in bookstores (about $43 in Canada) or
can be ordered online at www.healthe-store.com/

Accommodation News

Our Travel Society President -
John Heinrich - recently returned
from England and wishes to make
a recommendation.  The Quality
Harrow Hotel is, he says, delight-
ful and the weekend (Fri, Sat or
Sun) rates of £90 per double room
a bargain taking into account the
property’s position close to
Heathrow.  For full details to
add to your U.K. file call 011
44 20 8427 3435, fax: 20
8861 1370, e-mail:
info@harrow hotel.co.uk
website: www.harrow
hotel.co.uk

Family-friendly
Travelodge and Thriftlodge
properties throughout
Canada fit the bill for many
people travelling with children
during the holidays. And from 19
June to 8 September these proper-
ties are offering a variety of
promotions: stay a total of 9 nights
(or 7 if you’re a programme
member .. enrol when you check
in) and guests will receive hand-

some All-Canadian Junior Edition
Trivia Games or The Canadian
Encyclopaedia CD ROM Student
Edition, both designed to interest
and educate young people.  And if
you complete an e-mail profile
card at check-in you’ll receive a 1-
night stay credit. Call 1 800 753
0228.

The new Budget Host Dir-

ectory of affiliated but independent
Budget Host inns, mainly in the
U.S., is now available by calling 1
800 BUD HOST or e-mailing
mail@budgethost.com

If your travels - perhaps on
business - take you to Inter-

Continental or Crowne Plaza
hotels and you stay two nights,
you’ll receive a voucher for a free
night (including food) at one of
their properties in Mexico, re-
deemable until 20 December. Call
1 800 327 0200 or 1 800
2CROWNE respectively for
details.  Other summer reductions
and specials are being offered by

these hotels groups too: 40%
reductions, bonus miles, etc.

Coming to Toronto
for Mamma Mia?  Do it in
style at The Westin Harbour
Castle or The Sheraton who
are offering a package which
includes one night’s accom-
modation and two excellent
tickets to the (expensive!)
show from $219.  Call 1 800
461 3333 or 416 872 1212.

TS recently received a
letter from Russell Diedrichs of
Villa Polenza on New Zealand’s
South Island, recommended in TS
Dec.‘99, p. 7.  Russell was thrilled
with this article, but wished read-
ers could see the new garden, so
here above is his up-dated photo!

Villa Polenza, Hokitika, New Zealand (Diedrichs)
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Queen Charlottes continued from page 11 ...
Civic Gala Day, this time in Queen
Charlotte City.  The highlight of this
day was the ‘Cod Father Race’ when
a team member had to don water-
proof gear: pants, jacket, hat, gloves
and boots, then pick up a slippery 10
lb codfish and run 25 meters to the

next member of the relay where they
undress/dress, pick up the fish and
run on - repeated four times - to
decide the winner. Quite hilarious!

We heard there is a wealth of
wonders in the Southern Haida Re-
serve area of Gwaii Haanas National

Park that can only be visited with the
Haida’s permission.  Access is by
boat, kayak or aircraft.  We did not
visit this area, but this adventure will
be part of our next visit to these
remarkable islands with their won-
derful people.

The details ...
Current fares and schedules for the inter-island
ferries and between Prince Rupert on the mainland
and Skidegate in the Queen Charlottes can be
obtained from the BC Ferry website at
www.bcferries.bc.ca,  by tel:  250 386 3431, fax:
250 381 5452 or by writing to the BC Ferry
Corporation at  1112 Fort St., Victoria, BC V8V
4V2.  An alternative to the Prince Rupert route is
via Port Hardy, a beautiful 15-hour cruise through
the Inside Passage that leaves on alternate days.
There are standard rates for vehicles less than  6' 8"
high and less than 20' in length.  There are also
rates for day and/or overnight cabins. Reserva-
tions for vehicles is strongly recommended, as
well as for night cabins.  As all the supplies for the
islands are transported on these ferries the bulk of
vehicle space is taken up by commercial vehicles.
Dorothy & Mike’s Guesthouse can be contacted
at Box 595, Queen Charlotte City, BC V0T 1S0,
tel: 250 559 8439.
On Moresby Island,  Bonnie at the Seaport B &
B can be contacted at 371 Aliford Bay Road,

Sandspit, BC V0T 1T0,  tel: 250 637 5698. As
described, when we arrived at the Seaport, Bonnie
directed us down the Copper Bay Road to the
Copper Bay Lodge and a nice bedroom with a
large sitting room for two nights. Their phone
number is 250 626 0910.
In Masset we stayed at the Harbourview Lodge,
608 Delkada St., Box 155, Masset, BC V0T 1M0,
tel: 1 800 661 3314. We stayed here for three
nights in a fully-equipped apartment overlooking
the harbour with our wonderful hostess, Lynne,
bringing us fresh muffins every evening because
as she said: “I may run a B & B but I am not a
morning person!”
On our way up to Masset we had stopped in Tlell
and found the Riverbend Cottage which was to
be vacant the night we were to be in Tlell. Riverbend
Cottage started out as a cottage for the owners to
live in while their main house was being built, so
it is fully self-sufficient.  Contact hosts Karen and
Bill Ronnenkamp at Box 42, Tlell, BC V0T 1Y0,
tel: 250 557 4428.

An unusual trip for lively seniors

diverse Havana neighbourhoods
and their culture, folklore and
popular celebratory traditions.
One weekend will be spent in the
city of Matanzas, the heartland of
Cuban rumba and other field trips
include the villages of
Guaycanamar, Loma Modelo,
Casa Blanca and Guanabacoa.

Accommodation will be in
an air-conditioned hotel in Old
Havana and in a beach-side hotel
in Matanzas.  Rooms in both are
double occupancy with private

baths, with limited singles avail-
able at both at extra cost. The price
of $3,182 pp includes roundtrip air
from Toronto, tuition for the
programme, field trips, excursions
and admissions, accommodation,
all meals, evening entertainment
and taxes.  Dates are 14-28 Octo-
ber and 18 November - 2
December.  For a brochure and
registration details call Elderhostel
Canada at 613 530 2222, fax: 613
530 2096 or e-mail
ecmoe@elderhostel.org

Here’s something a little different
from the always-innovative folk at
Elderhostel.  It’s a trip to Cuba to
study Afro-Cuban history and
culture through dance and percus-
sion.  Participants will take part in
lessons in Afro-Cuban dancing to
the rhythms of typical Cuban
popular dances and percussion
with expert instructors Los
Guaracheros.  Classes take place
in the mornings for three hours,
five days a week, with afternoons
and evenings spent exploring
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1999 Index

BALI Try a Visit Nov
CANADA Winter in Algonquin, Ontario Jan

Baffin Island Apr
Touring in Newfoundland Apr
Ottawa’s Tulip Festival Apr
Maritime Meanderings May
Summer in Canada June
Driving from BC to Ontario July
Grand River, Ontario Sept
Sailing in Gwaii Haanas Oct
Polar Bears in Manitoba Nov

CYPRUS Discover the heart of ... Jan
ENGLAND Self-catering in Kent Feb
IRELAND Touring the south-west Jan
ITALY Stresa, Lake Maggiore Feb
JAPAN Visiting a ‘JET’ May
KOREA An Asian Gem July
MEXICO Mexico City and Beyond Oct

Oaxaca & Puerto Escondito Nov
Bus adventures Nov

MONGOLIA Memorable ... May
N. IRELAND Hotels June
NORWAY The Coastal Express Feb
PHILIPPINES Island Hopping Dec
SCOTLAND Island Hopping Feb
SPAIN Touring in Spain Dec
U.S.A. Culture in Milwaukee, WI Jan

Windjamming in Maine Apr
Driving West June
Heartland Steamboatin’ July
Some Florida Treasures Dec

VIETNAM On $50 a Day for Two June

CONSUMER Car Insurance News Feb
TOPICS Looking at Languages May

Health (Lyme disease) June
Timeshares Oct
Jet Lag Programme Nov

WINNING Military Tours Jan
SCOOPS Northern Ontario Feb

Newfoundland & Labrador Apr
Germany on a Budget May
Don’t Miss Celle, Germany June
Madeira July
Guanacaste, Costa Rica Sep
Montserrat Oct
Flower Market, Holland Nov
Train Excursions in England Dec

residential area, the adjacent streets boast pros-
perous houses, mature trees and delightful gardens.

The Albright-Knox stands in a fine area of
open spaces and parkland with lakes, pretty bridges
and artists of its own painting the scene.  While the
gallery is smaller than that in Detroit it offers
works of major artists (Monet, Cézanne, Renoir,
Degas, van Gogh, etc), a major collection of
modern art and regular special exhibitions.  I
enjoyed the permanent collections during the
morning, then treated myself to the Tissot cata-
logue to peruse over my solitary, but delicious,
lunch in the museum’s restaurant overlooking the
courtyard (meal-size salads for $5-$7, hearty
entrées around $16)  before my timed exhibition
ticket to James Tissot -Victorian Life/Modern
Love - became valid.  It’s a delightful exhibition
of a large selection of Tissot’s major works, many
of which were controversial in their time reveal-
ing as they do Tissot’s interest in the often sham
respectability of the late 19th century in works
that tell intriguing stories. Tickets to the exhibi-
tion are $8, senior $6.  They are available from
Sam the Record Man locations in Southern On-
tario, on the web at www.tickets.com or by calling
1 888 223 6000.  Museum information can be
found at www.albrightknox.org  The catalogue
costs $32 plus tax, but it added greatly to my
enjoyment both during and after the event.

While in Buffalo’s arts district visitors can
also enjoy the Burchfield-Penney Art Center, the
Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society and
extensive Delaware Park.  Downtown offers the
usual choice of business-style hotels, but if you’d
like a charming B&B close to the museums in the
historic, residential Linwood area I can recom-
mend The Beau Fleuve B&B Inn, whose five
guestrooms celebrate the nationalities that settled
in the Buffalo area long ago: Irish, German,
Italian, Polish and French.   Rates from $75
include a full, gourmet breakfast and hosts Rik or
Ramona can recommend restaurants within walk-
ing distance for dinner.  For details contact Rik or
Ramona at 1 800 278 0245, e-mail: innkeeper@
beaufleuve.com, website www.beaufleuve.com

Tourist information on the many things to
see and do in Buffalo and area is available by
contacting 1 888 2 BUFFNY, e-mail:
info@buffalocvb.org  website: www.buffalocvb
.org

Detroit & Buffalo continued from page 13 ...



21          June 2000

The Travel Society ~ exclusive tours designed for TravelScoop subscribers.

Please call John Heinrich at The Travel Society 1 877 926 2500 or 416 926 2500 for the full details.

All our tours are specially priced for Travel Society members and are only available
at these prices through our office.  Registration #01280649.

 The Copper Canyon & Guadalajara ... 10 days

   AIR INCLUDED
From Vancouver, Calgary &

 Edmonton: $2590.00
From Winnipeg: $2480.00
From Toronto: $2298.00
From Montreal &

 Ottawa: $2398.00
From Halifax: $2480.00

10 days with many add-ons,
please call for prices

Your tour cost includes:
- Round-trip airfares Guadalajara
- Domestic airfares
- Copper Canyon rail fares
- Local multi-lingual tour guides
- 9 nights accommodation in
  comfortable first class hotels
- All guided tours
- Daily breakfast
- 3 Lunches & 3 dinners

Departures through to the end
of November 2000

Absorb the atmosphere of  historic
Guadalajara with visits to the city-
centre and the famed Tlaquepaque
handicraft village. Then fly on to
Los Mochis to embark on one of the
most spectacular railway journeys
in the world, travelling through the
Copper Canyon to Bahuichivo.
Your days will be spent seeing some
of the most remarkable natural sights
in the Copper Canyon and surround-
ing areas. Not-to-be missed are trips
to Cusarare, a 300-year-old mission,
a short hike to the magnificent
Cusarare waterfall and a visit to Lake
Arareco and the strange Valley of the
Mushrooms. This is a train trip

through  uncharted canyons and mag-
nificent countryside ... memories of
which will last a lifetime.

All prices per person, dbl occ. Taxes and
visas are additional.

Voted as the World's Number One Train Trip by the Society of American Travel Writers!

'Oriental Splendour' ... a 17-day tour of Asia
Another special itinerary for The Travel Society departing, October 18, 2000, for 17 days, visiting Singapore,
Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Bangkok and Hong Kong with a side trip to Shenzhen in China.
How exotic the great cities of Asia sound:
Tokyo, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Bang-
kok, Hong Kong.  Once, when we were
very young, we thought we’d visit them
all.  Then the years pass and all-too-soon
comes the bittersweet realization that
life is indeed fleeting.  Will we, in fact,
be able to say to our friends “When we
were in Singapore ... or Kuala Lumpur ...
or Bangkok ...”?

Well indeed you will if you come
with the Travel Society on our 17-day
Oriental Splendour, Asia Tour.   And
what better way to celebrate the dawn of
the new millennium than with such an
exciting - and luxurious - trip?  Luxuri-
ous it most certainly is with
accommodation in deluxe and first-class
hotels, flights with efficient Japan Air-

lines, lavish breakfasts, transfers and
tours in each city, yet the price will
astound you.  The ever-increasing buy-
ing power of the Travel Society has
enabled us to offer this trip to our readers
from just $3296  including all air travel.
What a bargain!

And for ‘recharging your batter-
ies’ in the middle of this fascinating trip
we have planned a four-night stay at the
luxurious Bayview Beach Resort of
Penang where you can relax or continue
to explore Malaysian culture.
Our Asian tours sell out fast so
please act now ... add the Great
Cities of Asia to your plans in
2000... there’s never been a bet-
ter time nor a better price!

From Vancouver: $3296  From Toronto,Winnipeg, Regina, Saskatoon: $3516  From Montreal,
Ottawa: $3528 From Victoria: $3376  From Halifax: $3656  From Edmonton, Calgary: $3476

- Round-trip transpacific airfares
on Japan Airlines
- Intra-Asia airfares
- Canadian domestic airfares
- 4- & 5-star hotel accommodation
- Daily breakfast
- All round trip transfers
- City/island sightseeing tours
- English-speaking tour guides
- Thai dinner & Classical dance
- 3-days in Penang beach resort
- 1-day shopping/sightseeing trip
to China's special economic zone
(Shenzhen) where even the people
   from Hong Kong go shopping!

  from C$3296.00 for 17-days!

Your tour cost includes:

ADD 8 DAYS!
Take an 8-day tour of colonial
Mexico; highlighting Mexico

City,  Cuernavaca, Taxco and
Oaxaca. Please call John.

All prices per person, dbl occ. Taxes and visas are additional.
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The Travel Society  ~ exclusive tours designed for TravelScoop subscribers.

From Vancouver: $3296.00
From Toronto, Ottawa and

 Montreal: $3648.00
From Calgary, Edmonton:

$3454.00
From Victoria: $3346.00
From Halifax: $3826.00
All prices are per person, double, and
include all domestic and transpacific flights.
Taxes and visas are additional.

China ... Yangtze Spectacular

I t is vast, fascinating and mys-
terious and it has beckoned

travellers from the west for cen-
turies. Suggest it to avid travellers
and they are bound to say, “Yes, I
hope to visit China one day.”  And
what would they choose to expe-
rience?  A cruise on the mighty
Yangtze River (soon to be
changed for ever);  a look at the
work-in-progress on the massive
Three Gorges Dam;  a walk on the
ancient Great Wall; views of
charming villages, lush terraced
hillsides and magnificent moun-
tain peaks;  visits to the great
cities of Shanghai and Beijing; a
trip to view one of the world’s
greatest archaeological finds ...
the 6,000 terra-cotta warriors at
Xi’an;  scenes of palaces, pago-
das, pavilions and pandas; tastes

of Peking duck and Chinese ban-
quets and so much more.  So how
do you choose? When you take
this trip there’s no need to choose
because all these highlights are
included. In these remarkable 17
days you’ll stay in Beijing,  you’ll
take a five-day first-class cruise
on the Yangtze from Yichang to
Chongqing, you’ll fly to see those
centuries-old terra-cotta warriors
at Xi'an, you'll also fly to the
beautiful city of Hangzhou and
you’ll stay in Shanghai.  Through-

out the trip you’ll see much mag-
nificent architecture, you’ll be
entertained at cultural events,
you’ll join your hosts at a variety
of banquets and you’ll marvel at
some of the most wonderful scen-
ery on earth, all in the company of
English-speaking guides.  You’ll
travel by train and plane; by bus,
cruise ship, boat and river raft.
And you’ll have a most unforget-
table experience at an amazingly
low price!

Another very well-priced tour from the
Travel Society departing 28th October

2000. 17 days, visiting Beijing, Yichang,
Yangtze River, Chongquin, Xi'an,
Hangzhou, Shanghai & Narita, Japan.

Your tour cost includes:
- Round-trip transpacific airfares on Japan Airlines
- Chinese domestic airfares
- Canadian domestic airfares
- Domestic train fares
- First-class hotel accommodation
- First-class 5 days/4 nights Yangtze River cruise
   aboard deluxe m.s. Pinghu 2000 from Shashi
   to Chongqing
- All transfers
- Daily sightseeing
- Three meals daily
- Special banquets in Hangzhou, Xi'an and Beijing
- Evening cultural shows
- English-speaking tour guides

Pat Davey, a TS subscriber from Victoria BC, travelled

to China with the Travel Society tour returning to write

a 14-page account of her trip. If you would like a copy

of this un-edited story please drop us a line along with

your $5 cheque to cover handling, postage, etc.

 from just C$3296.00!!

Call John at the Travel Society ...

Toll free 1 877 926 2500 or 416 926 2500
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Please call John Heinrich at The Travel Society 1 877 926 2500 or 416 926 2500 for the full details.
All our tours are specially priced for The Travel Society members and are only available

at these prices through our office.  Registration #01280649.

High on the “wish list” of most
travellers are those oh-so-dif-
ferent lands “downunder”.  But they
are far away and the choice is daunting
... will it be vast Australia with its
Outback, modern cities, unique ani-
mals,  Alice Springs and Ayers Rock,
and the Great Barrier Reef?  While
there, what about Tasmania?  Or will it
be New Zealand, with its incompara-
ble scenery and famous Milford
Sound?  And while you’re flying all
that way, isn’t it a shame to miss
magical Fiji?   If you think all this is
impossible in one reasonably-priced
trip we'd like to tell you about the tour
The Travel Society has organized.   Call
us for the  itinerary ... we 're confident
we haven't  left out any of the high-
lights of this area that is quite unlike
any other on earth. Make 2000 the year
you go "downunder".

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip transpacific airfares on Qantas
- All domestic and Australia to New Zealand air fares
- Canadian domestic airfares
- All fully escorted by knowledgeable tour guides
- All transfers
- Daily breakfast
- 15 dinners & 2 lunches
- 4 nights in the Outback
- 7 nights of evening activities
- the Kakadu National Park, site of the movie Crocodile Dundee
- All sightseeing tours, boat trips and fees to parks and sites
- A performance at the famous Sydney Opera House

   From Vancouver: $8579
   From Calgary and Edmonton: $8729
   From Toronto, Ottawa & Montreal:$8829
   From Halifax: $8979

25 days, most
meals and

great guides at
a great price!

(all prices per person, double occupancy, taxes extra)

* 25 days departing
26 October 2000 *

BOOK NOW! RESERVATIONS

ARE CLOSING!

Extend your vacation with an optional 2-night stay
in FIJI or add on one night in LOS ANGELES!

Chile 2000
Don’t let the special year 2000 slip away without doing something
extraordinary.  Does a visit to fascinating Chile and mysterious
Easter Island sound extraordinary enough?  Come with your
Travel Society and we’ll show you the highlights of this country:
its historic cities, its mountains and valleys, its flamingo-filled
lakes and the beautiful Blue Lagoon - the highest on earth. Chile
also has friendly people, unique flora and fauna, spectacular
sunsets, ancient roads, vast vineyards, hot springs, the wild Pacific
coast and Easter Island. You’ll stay in Santiago and San Pedro de
Atacama, you’ll spend a night near spectacular Moon Valley with
its fantastic landscape fashioned by the erosions of salt mountains
and you’ll spend four nights on Easter Island.

Easter Island is a world apart.  A land of ruined temples and
ceremonial cities; a land of gigantic statues and petroglyphs; a land
of legend, myth and mystery.  Here you’ll not only enjoy compre-
hensive island tours, but you’ll also have plenty of leisure time;
time to relax and reflect, time to let all you have seen become firmly
fixed in your mind, so that you never forget the October of 2000.

From Vancouver Calgary: $5495.00
From Winnipeg: $5385.00
From Toronto: $5175.00
From Montrel & Ottawa: $5290.00
From Halifax: $5385.00

An exciting 13-day tour to Chile and mystical
Easter Island departing

Your tour includes:
- Round trip airfares to Santiago
- Round trip airfare Santiago to Calama
- Round trip airfare Santiago to Easter I.
- Ground welcome & assistance at Chilean
  airports and transfers in A/C buses
- 4 nights in Santiago de Chile
- 2 nights in San Pedro de Atacama
- 4 nights on Easter Island
- All guided sightseeing tours
- 11 breakfasts - 6 lunches - Airtax

(all prices per person, double occupancy, taxes extra)

October 6th 2000

The Ultimate Downunder trip ... The Best of
Australia and New Zealand ... Ancient
Cultures, Modern Cities
and Timeless Beauty
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VACATION RENTALS IN WESTERN EUROPE:  Affordable furnished
houses, cottages, villas, apartments in Italy, France, Spain, Portugal,
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland.  VACATION RENTALS IN
WESTERN EUROPE - Christine Whitelaw.  Tel: (250) 245-8707  Fax:
(250) 245-8701 e-mail: whitelaw@mail.island.net  website: http://
www.889.net/vacations    06

NEW ZEALAND: Get to know it with us! Intimate and personal small
group tours with a maximum of 6 people. Custom Guided Private/
Group tours: the length of the trip and the itinerary are up to you.
Departures anytime. Wine and Culture tours: 15 days, departure
dates, Oct, Nov, 2000 and Feb, Mar, Apr 2001. Come and be our guest!
TAILORED TRAVEL NEW ZEALAND CUSTOM TOURS,   http://
customtours.co.nz  or call our Canadian Representative 1 888 549
4563.    06

JOIN OUR TOURS FROM ANY CITY. Highlights of Europe coach tour
July 30-Aug 17/00; Eastern Canada Tour, Sept 25- Oct 10; Mississippi
Queen Steamboat 6-night cruise from New Orleans  Nov. 21-27/00. 10-
day Christmas & New Years Eve Panama Canal Cruise Dec 22, 2000-
Jan1, 2001 Going Solo Travel Club 1-888-446-7656,
www.goingsolotravel.com    06

EXCHANGE HOMES for vacations with 10,000 families in Europe(75%)
America(25%). Since 1953. Now 500 member families in Canada.
INTERVAC Canada, 606 Alexander Cr. NW Calgary AB T2M 4T3. Tel/
Fax 1 800 665 0732. Email: sc@intervac.com. Or visit our website at
www.intervac.com which also has our registration package.    01

I enclose cheque/money order           or charge to
my Visa            Mastercard             AMEX

    June 2000

the network
Advertisements for any type of travel-related services or prod-
ucts are: $2.00 per word for non-subscribers $1.00 per
word for subscribers. Travel Companion ads are free to

BERMUDA'S CENTRAL RESERVATION SERVICE  can make  res-
ervations at more than 80 of Bermuda's hotels, cottage colonies,
housekeeping units, guest houses and  private homes.
Tel: 1 800 563 9799.    09

Tours, products & services

Singles tours

EUROPE. Weekly, furnished cottage, villa, apartment rentals. Cata-
logues for most countries. HEARTHSTONE HOLIDAYS, PO Box
68085, #162 Bonnie Doon Mall, Edmonton AB.T6C 4N6 Tel: 780 465
2874, Fax: 780 468 5517  e-mail: info@hearthstoneholidays.com  $10
shipping/handling (cheque/money order/Visa/MC)   10

Accommodation
TUSCANY ITALY. Weekly rental of apartments, villas and farmhouses
in medieval city of San Gimignano and beautiful surrounding country-
side. Halfway between Florence and Siena. For brochure contact
Estate Agency La Bella Toscana, Loc. Lignite 27, 53037 San Gimignano,
(Siena), Italy. Tel:01139 0577 942078 Fax: 01139 0577 942072 e-mail:
labellatoscana@iol.it website: www.sienaol.it/labellatoscana    07

members.  MIN $30.00 PER INSERT + GST PREPAID.

Please START       RENEW       my subscription
OR send a GIFT        subscription for

SUBSCRIPTION
 NEW ORDER or RENEWAL

1033 Bay St  Suite 218 Toronto ON Canada M5S 3A5
Fax: 416 926 0222   e-mail: brit@interlog.com

expiry:  signature:

name:

address:

  tel:

prov:

subs. # T

postal code:

message:

06
/0

0

subs. # T

(for a gift sub only)from:
name:

to: (please use your TS label or complete details)

town:

card#:

(Overseas and US subscriptions are payable in US $.)
one year @ $45.50        two years @ $88.50

Join our "RECYCLED TEENAGERS" for a luxury inclusive tour of
THE PACIFIC NORTH-WEST; FROM CALGARY TO SAN FRAN-
CISCO September 18 - October 03. Customized itinerary, many
inclusions e.g. Waterton, Crater Lake & Redwood National Parks.
Contact: Marion, Mahoney Tours Tel/Fax 403 243 0025 e-mail:
mmahoney@arclite.com    06

CHAUFFEURED VACATIONS offers fully escorted tailor-made tours
anywhere in Britain. Prices include car plus chauffeur/guide and half
board accommodation. Call 011 44 1777 870 601 or e-mail:
chaufvac@talk21.com for more information.    06

FRED OLSEN CRUISES Classic sailing since 1850 25% - 50% OFF  on
selected 2000 sailings. EVEN FOR SINGLES! For WORLD WIDE
CRUISING 2000/2001 brochure call 1 800 267 7600 or e-mail:
assoc@thermrgroup.ca  General Info: www.fredolsen.co.uk    02

Learning vacations
ArchaeoExpeditions. Join an archaeological dig and experience
Canada's past or travel to Antigua, Russia, Turkey, Tibet and more.
Contact 819 682 0562 e-mail meclark@cyberus.ca
www.interimpact.com/expeditions    06

TUSCANY ITALY CHARMING B&B. 14th century villa, Florence
16km. Cooking lessons Tel/Fax: 011 39 55 8305240 e-mail:
altox@centroin.it www.pagineaffari.it/relais    06

WINDJAMMER LANDING VILLA BEACH RESORT, ST LUCIA Ca-
nadian owned resort with suites and villas. 'Bring the Family' or 'Lover's
Paradise' packages. Call: 1 800 267 7600   e-mail assoc@thermrgroup.ca

VICTORIA B&B The Woodbury Bed & Breakfast - 'A Unique Expe-
rience'. Spacious suites, full breakfast, free parking, central location.
Rates: $120/night; winter monthly rentals $950 - $1200. Tel: 1 800 668
5993 info@thewoodbury.com  www.thewoodbury.com    06

CRUISING TIPS!  Planning your first cruise?  CRUISING 101 answers
those nagging questions first-time cruisers have:  "What is there to do
on the ship?"  "How much spending money should I bring?"  What type
of clothing should I bring?"  "What about shore excursions?" ... and
much more, written in an easy-to-read format with sprinklings of
humour.  Send $9.95 cheque or money order to:  LC's Travel Tips, 91
Langrill Dr., Yorkton, SK, Canada S3N 3L9, Tel: (306) 783-6269  e-
mail: rlchanning@sk.sympatico.ca    06

Cruising tips!


