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Itoo have enjoyed “The Magic of  Madrid” as described
by Anne Hofland in the January 2008 issue of this mag-
azine.  My extended stay of two weeks confirmed her

descriptions and I hope to add to the highlights she
described.

My "magic" is Art.  When offered a HomeLink apart-
ment exchange for the first two weeks of August, I thought
Madrid might be unbearably hot.  I can now report that sum-
mer can be a fine time, especially if you don't have a choice.
Although a high of 41°C was recorded, there is no humidi-
ty, the shade is cool and the town is full of trees.  The tem-
perature goes down 20°C every night, so mornings are cool.

You are rewarded for braving summer with outdoor
symphonies, concerts and dance presentations, including
classic Flamenco.  That colour and creative vitality is
reflected in the art in Spain.  In the extensive Prado
Museum, I will only add that the Café Prado had interesting
small plates, tapas, and a 4E English guide with the high-
lights of each gallery featured by photo and description.
Across the Paseo del Arte, 'museum alley', you can continue
with the Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum in the Palace of
Villahermosa, a beautiful example of Madrid's neoclassical
architecture.  This family collection of 800 works was
acquired by Spain in July 1993.  Carmen, the wife of Baron
Hans Heirich Tyssen-Bornemisza, has added to the original
presentation of 17th century Dutch, through North American
painting, Impressionism to 20th century Cubism to Pop Art.
My joy was a special exhibit representing the life work of
Joan Miro's paintings and sculpture. I would advise going
out for a lunch break as I found their restaurant very noisy.
Better to listen to the Neptune fountain from one of the three
outdoor cafés nearby.

For a change of pace, you could stop to enjoy the Real
Jardines Botanicos opened in 1781 by Carlos III who aimed
to collect and grow species from all over Spain. Free for sen-
iors.  Be sure to have proof of age and identity with you
always. I used my Health Card with picture.

My exploration of art continued down Paseo del Prado
with its wide, shady boulevard of flowers, benches and
fountains.  The very modern Centro de Arte Reina Sofia is
the third of the really large art museums.  This Spanish col-
lection of modern and contemporary art features Picasso's
'Guernica', returned to Spain from New York in 1981 after
Franco's death. Picasso's own drawings for parts of the
painting enhance your understanding and impact of his
political statement.  Here I would also recommend taking a
break outside in the large central plaza.  The Alberto
Sanchez statue and the glass elevators of the museum enter-
tain you.  A wide range of tapas refresh at El Brillante cafe
where calamares are a house speciality.

My art focus continued at the Open Air Sculpture
Museum under the Juan Brav overpass of Paseo de La
Castellana. Nearby is the small Museo Joaquin Sorolla. His
former home, studio and cool, tranquil garden show this
Madrid artist's work to perfection.  His widow made this
welcome gift to the nation in 1925.  I have many more gal-
leries still to explore in Madrid where so many buildings are
works of art.

Near the Open Air Sculpture is shopping in the Centro
Commercial where EverDay sells jewellery where I found
artistic and modern designs at prices we can all afford. There
are several locations of El Corte Ingles, which are large
shopping centres. More fun can be found at Maty (at 7 Calle

story and photos by Nancy Macdonald

Art in 
Madrid

Don Quixote & Sancho Panza statues in Plaza de Orienta



18 www.thetravelsociety.com

Hileras), a store full of flamenco costumes, flowers and
combs for the hair, fans, shawls and castanets.  My shopping
hunt was for English books.  I found a great location to trade
in and buy second hand at J. & J. Books and Coffee at 47
Espiritu Santo.

A wonderful place to read and wander is the large
Parque de El Ritiro mentioned in the January article.
Another refreshing park is beside the Palacio Real, the
Jardines de Sabatinis, This was also used as the site of one
of the dance presentations I attended.  Be warned though,
concerts begin at 10 p.m.  Below the Royal Palace is a large
formal garden and park, Campo del Moro.  My guidebook
mentioned it was little used.  No wonder, for there is only
one entrance/exit and that is as far from the Palace as you
can get and down a fairly steep hill.  From the terraces along
the top of the hill, you can ride the Teleferico over the river
to the huge hill-top parks of Casa de Campo.  There are
walking and biking paths and picnic areas but summer finds
this space dried out, not shady; it would be more inviting in
cooler weather.  The zoo and a large theme park boasting the
Tarantula roller coaster is in one area of this park if you have
young ones to entertain.

Another opportunity for a spectacular view I'm glad I
didn't miss is the Cupola Museum of the Catedral de la
Almudena beside the Royal Palace.  Modern mosaics and

religious artifacts are shown on the lower levels but you can
go up to the parapets.  Here you are looking over the palace
and much of Madrid from between saints' statues. The
cathedral opened only in 1993 and was the venue for the
wedding of Prince Felipe. Much visited is the chapel dedi-
cated to Jose Maria Escriva de Balaguer, the founder of the
Opus Dei religious movement in Madrid.

If you have time to explore farther, I'd also recommend
the Museo Nacional de Artes Decorativas in a mansion built
in 1878 for the Duchess of Santona.  The empire staircase of
white Italian marble, mirrors and mosaic floor is truly beau-
tiful. Down a few stairs is a chapel with 16th century wall
hangings of worked leather.  Tiles, ceramics, tapestries and
furniture from all over Spain are arranged in room settings.
My delight was the main floor collection of designs from
Bauhaus to Frank Lloyd Wright.

For art museums, shady parks, welcoming squares, fab-
ulous architecture and an extensive, modern subway system,
I would definitely plan on an extended visit to Madrid.

YYYYYYYYYYYY

If you go …
Y I used Rough Guides, Directions Madrid,

www.roughguides.com
Y Walks in English, www.neweuropetours.eu.

These were new this year in Madrid and I found the 
'stories' greatly added to the history I read.

Y "Earliest restaurant in the world 1725" Botin at 17 Calle
de Cuchilleros, near the Plaza Mayor  www.botin.es 

Y Madrid Tourism Centre, 27 Plaza Mayor;
www.esmadrid.com

Y Tourist information in English in Madrid, 
tel: 902 100 007

Y HomeLink international home exchange: 
www.homelink.ca

Open Air  Sculpture Museum, Mere Ubu by Joan Miro 

Palacio de Cristal in Parque El Retiro
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t r a v e l  d i g e s t

Y CANADA
Please, dear country-wide readers, don't accuse me of being
Toronto-centric!  We publish lots of Canadian stories from
coast to coast.  But Torontonians (and, we hope, our visitors)
are very excited about the re-opening of our Art Gallery of
Ontario, fabulously re-designed by architect Frank Gehry.  It
opened to great acclaim (and crowds) on 14 November.  One
of the comments the gallery later received via e-mail said
"I'm 82 years old and I'm going to spend the rest of my life
here!"  I know how she feels.  I was invited to the media day,
when I joined art critics and journalists from Toronto and
many other locations and everyone had a wonderful day.
But we couldn't see everything. The gallery contains thou-
sands of works of art: European and Canadian paintings,
sculptures, model ships and so much more.  The elderly lady
is right … multiple visits will be necessary to appreciate the
whole collection.  Toronto residents will already have read
much about the gallery recently, but I do wish to encourage
all art-loving members to come to Toronto soon and see
what we are all so excited about.  The gallery is open every
day and admission is $18 or less.  There's a new restaurant
and trendy snack
bar and a vast gift
store and a sepa-
rate bookstore …
perfect for gift
buying! For all
the details visit
www.ago.net but
for the glorious
works of art you
must head to
Dundas Street,
Toronto.

And now just enough room to mention a couple of sunny
spots which may appeal as winter arrives …

Y MEXICO
Mexico is far, far more than sun and sand.  But if you've
been reluctant to explore the interior independently, you
may like to know that Canadian Sunwing Vacations is offer-
ing two coach tours that take participants to the country's
interior. The 7-day Oaxaca Colonial Jewels and Indige-
nous Inspiration tour starts in the elegant, colonial city of
Oaxaca and visits the 1,700-year-old Monte Alban ceremo-
nial centre and the city of San Cristobal de las Casas,
famous for its handicrafts. The other week-long trip is called
the Michoacan Colonial Jewels. This trip starts in the
Pacific resort town of Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo and visits colonial
silver mining towns, renowned San Miguel de Allende,
Patzcuaro and other charming villages and historic sites.
Tours include airfare (but taxes are extra) from Toronto on
board Sunwing Airlines (departing 5, 12 and 19 January),
guide, air-conditioned transportation in Mexico, entrance
fees, accommodation and all breakfasts. The Oaxaca itine-
rary costs C$1,685 pp., db., and the Michoacan tour is
priced at $1,785. Visit www.sunwing.ca, click on
'Destinations', choose Mexico (Oaxaca and/or Michoacan)
and scroll down to 'coach tours' for the full itineraries.   

Y TURKS AND CAICOS
How about escaping to a villa in the Turks and Caicos
islands this winter? Tempt yourself by visiting
http://www.tcsafari.tc/Poinciana where you will see not
one cottage, but two.  The website explains: one building
contains the living room, kitchen, dining room and a bath-
room; and the other has two large bedrooms with en-suite
baths.  The treehouse atmosphere is enhanced by the con-
necting wooden walkways and surrounding tropical plants.
For total relaxation, it looks wonderful.  Winter price (until
30 April) is US$2,400 per week. For other villa rentals in
these islands, visit http://www.islandvillatci.com/vil-
larentals.htm where there are properties for two or a crowd.
And for more information on the islands, including direct
flight information from Canada, visit www.turksandcaicos-
tourism.com

Outside view of the new AGO

The AGO‘s Galleria Italia

website

www.
thetravelsociety.com
Our website is fully operational.  

We always want to improve it and 
welcome your input. 
You can renew your

subscription on-line too!
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River cruising seems to be popular with our members.  We
mentioned some savings and upgrades being offered by
Scenic Tours and GLP Worldwide (representing AMA
Waterways - formerly Amadeus Waterways - in Canada) in
our November issue.  Now both companies are looking
ahead to next spring and summer with valuable new offers.  

Y Scenic Tours has waived the single supplement on its
elegant European river cruises for the entire year of 2009
which can represent savings of as much as almost $4,000.
And with Scenic's policy of accepting the Canadian dollar at
par with the U.S., the savings can be even more significant.
Scenic features itineraries ranging from 11 to 24 days; with
cruises exploring the Rhine, Danube and Moselle Rivers.
All passengers enjoy the trademark Scenic inclusions: shore
excursions and wines with lunch and dinner and the ships
operate with a strict "no tipping" policy - which itself can
represent valuable savings.  The offer is valid for all cruise
bookings in D and E category cabins on all itineraries, for
all dates. A single supplement will be payable only on land
portions of cruises that include a hotel stay. And, of course,
you don't have to be travelling alone to take advantage of
this offer.  Two friends travelling together may each have
their own cabin.   Travellers are urged to book their dream
cruise without delay, as the company does reserve the right
to withdraw the offer at any time.  For more information,
visit www.scenictours.com or call 1 866 689 8611.

Y GLP is offering a US$200 per person discount (based on
double occupancy) on springtime European River Cruises
and a complimentary upgrade from an E cabin to a B cabin
which comes complete with a French balcony, an upgrade
worth US$600. The discounts are applicable on the follow-
ing sailings: a 9-day Tulip Time Cruise through Holland
and Belgium commencing 4 & 11 April with prices starting
from US$1,699 pp; a 12-day Romantic Danube cruise with
four April departures from Budapest or Prague at prices
from US$1,699 pp; and an 11-day Amsterdam/Germany/
Paris cruise departing 19 & 27 April and 4 May from
US$1,899 pp. Prices include sightseeing programmes, all
meals, and unlimited local wines with dinner while onboard.
The vessels also have cabin TVs, Wi-fi, fitness centres,
beauty salons and bicycles. GLP Worldwide Expedition can
arrange airfares and if air is booked through GLP, they will
offer complimentary airport transfers.  Also on offer is a
Guaranteed Share Policy in category B cabins for single
passengers whereby the passenger only has to pay the B
cabin price without the single supplement. If AMA
Waterways gets another request for a guaranteed share from
a person of the same sex, the second person will be booked
into that cabin, but if AMA Waterways can't match the first
passenger up with anyone, the cabin would be theirs alone
without paying a single supplement.   For a copy of the 2009
Waterways of Europe brochure please contact GLP at 1
866 760 1987, email: info@europeanwaterways.ca or visit
www.europeanwaterways.ca or www.glpworldwide.com.

c r u i s e  n e w s

Britain
England's West Country Feb

Driving through Wales Feb

Westminster Feb

England's Lake District May

Kent (and Tudeley) Nov

Canada
Rocky Mountaineer Jan

Nova Scotia's South Shore Apr

Newfoundland's Viking Trail Apr

A Winter Saturday in Halifax May

London's Fanshawe Village June

Nunavut Oct

Ottawa Nov

Sailing on Lake Superior Apr

China Sept

Costa Rica Oct

Ethiopia Dec

France
South Western France June

What's new in Paris Sept

Seniors in Paris Sept

Hong Kong Sept

India July

Italy
A Roman Getaway May

New Zealand Eco-Tour July

Panama Oct

Portugal
Notes on Portugal Apr

Anyone for Lisbon? June

September in Portugal July

Romania & Ukraine
River Cruise June

South Africa Dec

Spain
Madrid Jan 

Spanish Notes Apr

Art in Madrid Dec

Sweden Apr

U.S.A.
Washington D.C. Feb

General Topics
Voluntourism Jan

Travelling Via GPS Feb

Freighter Cruising Nov
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Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office.      

China Yangtze, Guilin
Spectacular

It is vast, fascinating and mysterious and it has beckoned travellers
from the west for centuries.  Mention it to avid travellers and they
are sure to say, “Yes, I hope to visit China one day.”  And what

would they choose to experience?  A cruise on the mighty Yangtze
River (now in the process of  changing for ever); a look at the work-
in-progress on the massive Three Gorges Dam; a walk on the ancient
Great Wall; time in mysterious Guilin; views of charming villages,
lush terraced hillsides and magnificent mountain peaks; visits to the great cities of Shanghai and Beijing; a trip to
view one of the world’s greatest archaeological finds … the 6,000 terra-cotta warriors at Xi’an; scenes of palaces,
pagodas, pavilions and pandas; tastes of Peking duck and Chinese banquets and so much more.  So how do you
choose?  When you decide on The Travel Society’s tour there’s no need to choose because all these highlights are
included.  Yes, in these remarkable 18 days you’ll stay in Beijing; you’ll take a 4-day first-class cruise on the Yangtze

with many shore excursions; you’ll fly to see those centuries-old terra-cotta war-
riors in Xi’an; you’ll visit bustling Chongqing and see its pandas; stay in
Hangzhou and travel into the hills covered with tea plantations; explore the exqui-
site gardens of Suzhou, and visit Nanjing and Wuzhen. And you’ll have time to
explore spectacular Shanghai. Throughout the trip you’ll see magnificent archi-
tecture, you’ll be entertained at cultural events, you’ll join your hosts at a variety
of banquets, you’ll have time to shop, and you’ll marvel at some of the most won-
derful scenery on earth, all in the company of English-speaking guides.  You’ll
travel by plane, by luxury bus, cruise ship and river boat.  Many of our members
have told us it’s an experience of a lifetime … and all at an amazing price!

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Vancouver $4,145 pp/dbl Victoria $4,195 pp/dbl
Calgary $4,420 pp/dbl Edmonton $4,420 pp/dbl
Saskatoon/Regina $4,590 pp/dbl Winnipeg $4,590 pp/dbl
Toronto $4,490 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,490 pp/dbl
Montreal $4,490 pp/dbl St. John’s $4,850 pp/dbl
Halifax/Quebec $4,850 pp/dbl London $4,850 pp/dbl
Single supplement $1,195 (Sharing can be arranged.)
Taxes and visas extra.  Prices are subject to confirmation

~ tours for members and their friends.

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip transpacific air fares on Japan 
Airlines or Air Canada

- Chinese domestic airfares
- Canadian domestic airfares
- First-class hotel accommodation
- First-class 4 days/3 nights Yangtze River 

cruise aboard a deluxe cruise ship
- All transfers
- Daily sightseeing
- Three meals daily
- 2 Western-style dinners.
- Special banquets in Hangzhou, Xi’an and Beijing
- Evening cultural shows
- Fully escorted by English/Chinese-speaking tour guide
- English-speaking local guides
- Free time in Beijing & Shanghai

Ann Wallace took the China trip and her 14-page, illustrated account is available.
Send $5 with your address for a copy.

Departing: 6 April & 21 Sept 2009

ADD-ON HONG KONG
4 days/3 nights $1,288 pp/dbl
Single supplement $544

ADD-ON BANGKOK
4 days/3 nights $1,185 pp/dbl
Single supplement $350

ADD-ON TOKYO
4 days/3 nights $1,375 pp/dbl
Single supplement $299

ADD-ON KYOTO
4 days/3 nights $1,450 pp/dbl
Single supplement $325

from $4,145 for 18 days! 
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A new tour



We are offering a new 9-day tour to Mexico City and the Copper Canyon. The Copper Canyon is four times larger than the
Grand Canyon, and you’ll enjoy a journey that is considered by many to be the world’s most exciting train trip, with its 87

tunnels, 39 bridges and uncountable spectacular views. You’ll meet the people, stay in 
unique accommodations and explore the present and the past in this astonishing region. Your tour includes:

- All air on Mexicana/Air Canada 
- Canadian domestic air 
- Bilingual guides
- 8 nights’ first-class accommodation
- All transfers, baggage handling & tips
- Meals as per the itinerary
- All train trips and tours as per the itinerary
- All taxes

Copper Canyon and Mexico City

www.thetravelsociety.com22

~ tours for members and their friends.

Toronto $4,373 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,473 pp/dbl
Montreal $4,473 pp/dbl Vancouver $4,594 pp/dbl
Calgary $4,594 pp/dbl Halifax $4,694 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $4,594 pp/dbl
Single supplement $834 (Sharing can be arranged.) Prices are subject to confirmation 

Air-inclusive prices:

Departures:  6  Mar.  and 16 Oct .  2009

Your tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- First-class accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c coach
- Experienced SA Tourism-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Most meals; breakfast, light lunch and dinner
- All transfers with full luggage service
- All sightseeing fees (with no hidden extras)
- All taxes

Now a 20-day tour at the same incredible price

Spectacular

South Africa ...

Come with The Travel Society to a land of wonder … on a South African
trip unlike any other.  Designed especially for our members, this trip
takes in all the highlights: Kruger National Park for game watching, the

famous Garden Route, the beautiful wine region of Stellenbosch and the sights
of incomparable Cape Town, including Cape Point, Chapman’s Peak Drive and
Robben Island.  But on our trip you will do far more.  You will tour the Great
scarpment of Eastern Transvaal – a place so beautiful writers run out of adjec-
tives – where you will visit God’s Window, the Blyde River Canyon and his-
torical townslike Pilgrims Rest. You’ll see Johannesburg and be escorted to
Soweto for lunch in a Township house and jazz in a famous nightspot.  You’ll
enter the Kingdom of Swaziland to meet the people and enjoy more game
watching.  Zululand is also on the itinerary, with its historical sites and unique
entertainment traditions. You’ll be driven through the Valley of a Thousand
Hills to East London and you’ll visit the Addo Elephant National Park and tra-
verse the Little Karoo Desert – flanked by great mountain ranges – to see the
Cango Caves.  You’ll travel in a luxury air-conditioned coach, you’ll stay in
lovely properties ranging from good hotels to charming chalets, you’ll enjoy a
wide variety of entertainment and you’ll enjoy South Africa’s delicious cuisine
and wines and you’ll be escorted all the way by SA Tourism-accredited guides.
Here at The Travel Society we know South Africa well … and we can’t imag-
ine a more comprehensive, in-depth and fascinating tour of South Africa.

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Zimbabwe - 3 days

$1,296 inc Air

Toronto               $7,680 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,940 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,680 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,940 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,940 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $7,940 pp/dbl
Halifax $8,040 pp/dbl
Single supplement $950.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Chobe Nat. Park & Botswana - 5 days   

$2,479 inc Air

PRICES  INCLUDING -  AIR AND TAXES

No charge 
London stopover

nEW

ITINERARY!

Departing: 20 Jan, 10 & 24 Feb, 10 & 24 Mar, 7 & 21 April, 22 Sep, 20 Oct and 17 Nov 2009

South Africa & Shongololo Express Tour
We are finalizing the new itinerary for the Shongololo Express Tour with stays in

Cape Town and Johannesburg. Departures: March & October 2009 and March 2010.
Please call: 416 926 2500 x25 or 1 877 926 2500 x25 for full details



You’ll have plenty of time
to explore Buenos Aires;

you’ll fly to the wineries of Mendoza; you’ll take an excursion to
Tupungato Mountain and Silver Range in the heart of the Andes
then travel on to Chile and explore Santiago; you’ll visit the
Colchagua Valley (one of the most fertile in Chile and dedicated
mostly to wine production) and be taken to the coast – observing
the spectacular, ever-changing landscape and vegetation – for a
tour of Valparaiso and Viña del Mar.  But that’s just the outline of
the tour!   Of course you’ll tour a variety of vineyards and enjoy

wine tastings; but you’ll also enjoy a tango evening and see Eva
Peron’s grave; you’ll visit soaring cathedrals, adobe style build-
ings and museums large and small, including renowned Colchagua
Museum.  You’ll cross the Inca Bridge on your way to Las Cuevas,
the last village in Argentina close to the border, where soars the
4,000 m. statue of Christ the Redeemer, symbol of friendship
between the two countries.   Every day will hold a new delight …
as well as fine accommodations and delicious food.  This is a won-
derful tour of these two fascinating countries.

~ tours for members and their friends.

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 

NNooww  2233  ddaayyss -  departing: 9 March & 28 Sept. 2009

India’s 
Golden Triangle

No charge London stopover

Your tour includes:
- All international flights with

British Airways
- Domestic flights
- Deluxe a/c coach transportation
- Shatabdi Train Fare
- State transport taxes

- All taxes and meals
- English-speaking guides and escort
- All entrance fees
- Elephant ride and Camel safari
- Baggage handling
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THE WINES OF CHILE 
AND ARGENTINA
Departing: 29 Jan, 26 Feb, 26 Mar, 16 Apr,
21 May, 18 Jun & Fall 2009

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Vancouver: $6,961 pp/dbl.
Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa: $6,535 pp/dbl.
Calgary: $6,961 pp/dbl.
Single supplement: $2,333 
Prices are subject to confirmation

Your tour includes:
- All air and land transportation.
- All transfers and baggage handling.
- All accommodation and meals as per the itinerary.
- All specified tours and excursions with English- speaking guides.
- All taxes.

Prices are available from all major citiesPrices are available from all major cities

nEW TOUR!

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES 
Toronto $6,889.00 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,228.00 pp/dbl

Winnipeg $7,369.00 pp/dbl
Halifax $7,369.00 pp/dbl
Single supplement $1,559 (Sharing can
be arranged.)Prices are subject to confir-
mation

India is one of the world's greatest travel destinations.  But unless you're a young backpacker, a tour is the way to go!  And The Travel Society is offer-
ing the ultimate tour of India's fabled northwestern region known as The Golden Triangle. This tour will show you all the highlights and more, including
camel and elephant rides … guaranteed to give wonderful photographs!  You'll start your tour in Mumbai (once known as Bombay) where you'll visit
Dhobi Ghat, the Gateway of India, Marine Drive, the Hanging Gardens, Jain Temple and the Prince of Wales Museum.  There will be free time also, per-
haps for a little shopping, before you fly to Udaipur, home of the Maharna City Palace, the Jagdish Temple, Garden of Maidens and so many other sites.
And here you'll dine in the spectacular 250-year-old Lake Palace that seems to float on an island on Lake Pichola.   Kumbhalgarth, with its impressive
fort, is next on the itinerary, followed by a night in a beautiful hill resort near Mount Abu with visits to the Jain Temples and Lake Nakki. Then you'll
travel on to ancient Jodhpur, also known as Sun City, for forts, palaces, museums and wonderful shopping in the Sardar Samond Market in the Old City.
Rajasthan's historic city of Bikaner comes next, where tour participants will enjoy an evening walk, a relaxed night and a full day of sightseeing.   The
famous Pink City - Jaipur - the capital of Rajasthan comes next and you will spend two nights there, with days full of exciting sightseeing and an
excursion to the Amber Fort by elephant.  Jaipur is also famous for its bazaar full of wonderful gifts … and of course you'll spend time there.

Agra is the home of the Taj Mahal and so, of course, it's on our itinerary too.  You'll have an early night and leave before dawn to watch the beau-
tiful Taj revealed by the rising sun. Then it's on to Gwalior and, a day later, Khajuraho via Jhansi, aboard the famous Shatabdi Express train - an incred-
ible excursion.  In Khajuraho you'll enjoy a full-day tour of the World Heritage Temples - the eternal images of love. Varansi has been requested by
many of our members and we've arranged for this destination to come next.  Here you'll never forget your early-morning boat ride on the River Ganges,
India's holiest river, nor the narrow lanes of this, one of the most ancient living cities.  Your last destination is Delhi, reached by air to allow plenty of
time for a full day of sightseeing and do some last-minute shopping.  

Throughout this trip you will stay in first-class hotels; travel in de luxe a/c, fully-equipped coaches and enjoy wonderful meals, banquets and enter-
tainment.  Many days will be full, but there's plenty of free time too.  Haven't you always wanted to visit India?  Make 2008 the year!  Twenty-three
days! A life-time time of memories!  Come with The Travel Society and enjoy India's Golden Triangle with fellow members!
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YOUR DISCOUNT VOUCHER FOR 
RENEWALS, GIFTS AND NEW MEMBERSHIPS

Address for NEW or GIFT membership only
name:______________________________________
address: ___________________________________
town: __________________________ prov: _______
postal code: _____________ tel:________________
gift message: _______________________________ 
___________________________________________

Send to: The Travel Society
218-1033 Bay St Toronto ON Canada M5S 3A5

Fax: 416 926 0222 e-mail: brit@thetravelsociety.com
Publications Mail Agreement: # 40063904 & # 09925 

Don’t  let  my  membership  run  out  ...
please:    RENEW  MY  MEMBERSHIP ____

or START A NEW MEMBERSHIP ____
or SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP  ____

check  your  discount  choice,  we  will  extend  
your  membership  from  the  expiry  date:

____ 3  years for $110.00
(a 21% saving off the regular $140.00)                    

____ 2  years for $79.50
(a 16% saving off the regular $95.00)

____ 1  year for $44.00
(a 10% saving off the regular $49.00)

All prices include GST.
____ my cheque is enclosed, or charge my:

____ VISA ____ Mastercard 
card #: ______________________________
expiry: ____________ tel:_______________
signature: ___________________________

I agree to pay The Travel Society the above amount in accordance with the card issuer agreement. 

~ tours for members and their friends.

The Travel Society is proud to be able to offer its members an outstanding trip
to some of the world’s most spectacular destinations.  Who hasn’t dreamed

of cruising to the Galapagos Islands and seeing wildlife as Darwin witnessed it?
Think of the unique adventure you will enjoy, of the stories you will have to tell
and the photographs you will take!  You will spend a week aboard your first-class
20-passenger ship, taking daily shore excursions to a variety of the islands with
experienced naturalists in groups of no more than 10 people per guide.   You’ll
also visit other destinations in Ecuador, and then you can choose to enjoy the
exciting optional extensions: to Kapawi - a ecological lodge in the Amazon
and/or a visit Machu Picchu in Peru.  We’ll take care of all the travel details.  All
you have to do is enjoy!

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip international air 
- All domestic air transportation
- All accommodation
- First class Galapagos small

ship cruise
- All meals as per the itinerary
- Admissions to all sites 
- Expert Galapagos guides
- Transfers & baggage handling 
- All taxes

Galapagos Islands  
Cruise and 

Ecuador

Small 

Ship

14 days departing: 20 Jan, 24 Feb, 
24 Mar, 21 April and 8 Sept, 6 Oct and 10 Nov 2009

with options to Kapawi Lodge 

in the Amazon and 

Machu Picchu, Peru 

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 

PRICES INCLUDING AIR:
Toronto $6,895.00 pp/dbl
Montreal & Ottawa - Please call for the current price
Vancouver & Calgary - Please call for the current price 
GREATADD-ONS,  INCLUDING AIR:
Kapawi ~ $1,864.00 pp/dbl Machu Picchu ~ $1,996.00 pp/dbl

Prices are subject to confirmation 


