








the law?  A 1994 court ruling had said that taking coins from
the fountain was as legal as throwing them in, but a later
law, passed in 1999, had banned people from entering the
city's fountains (thank goodness Anita Ekberg had already
had her erotic dip in La Dolce Vita) and D'Artagnan was
fined €500.  The guidebook goes on to state that D'Artagnan
continued with his scheme, however, until the introduction
of the new euro coins which, apparently, were impervious to
the magnet he used.  Well … all I can say is he must have
been a rich man if he were no longer prepared to bend over
and pick up a few euros.

Our four-day visit quickly drew to a close, but I knew
my mother would leave with some great memories and sto-
ries to tell her friends and that, really, was what the trip was
all about.   Although we'd seen only a handful of Rome's
major sites (and thus I don't have much information for you)
we nonetheless left feeling that we'd experienced a great
deal of the city.  I hadn't been prepared for so many crowds
as I hadn't realized October was one of the busiest months,
and so I would recommend a later time.  But the Forum
Hotel was perfect for us, we enjoyed cocktails and lots of
good food, we'd viewed many sights both important and
mundane from the open-topped bus and enjoyed a real 'feel'
for this great city.
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then strolling with the crowds through narrow streets until
they opened into Piazza de Trevi and the famous fountain
came into view.  According to legend, if you toss a coin over
your shoulder you will return to Rome.  A second coin
ensures that you'll fall in love with an Italian and a third coin
guarantees you will marry him or her.  "I think I'll just throw
one," said Mother, displaying her undimmed wit.  

We wondered what happened to the coins thrown in this
famous fountain.  The Lonely Planet guide to Rome
explains.  Apparently on an average day €3,000 is thrown
into the fountain (by the way, that will give you some idea
of the crowds encountered in the Piazza de Trevi on an
October - high season - day).  Once a week a team from
Rome's water company vacuums up the coins and sends
them to Caritas, an Italian charity, where volunteers sort the
coins.  "At least, that's the theory," continues the guidebook.
"In November 2005, police arrested four members of the
official hoover team, claiming that they'd pocketed an esti-
mated €110,000 of the Trevi coins."   But before that, in
2002, it emerged that a homeless man know as D'Artagnan
(obviously a literate homeless man … d'Artagnan was one
of the Three Muskateers) had been making up to €1,000 a
day for about 34 years from the Trevi coins.  Like the Three
Muskateers, the vagrant claimed he gave the money away to
other poor and homeless people.  But had he been breaking

Y Hotel Forum: Via Tor de' Conti 25, tel: [011 39] 6 679 24 46 (English spoken by all staff members that 
we encountered), www.hotelforumrome.com, rates from €135 single, €160 double.  Rates include a 
buffet breakfast in the hotel's lovely rooftop terrace restaurant and there are special packages available
on the website.

Y A new edition (the 5th) of Lonely Planet's Rome City Guide has just been released (approx. $23).  No 
need to say it's full of information and lots of maps (though you may need your glasses for the latter!).

Y Zoom Airlines has a new flight from Toronto and Montreal to Rome scheduled to commence 3 May (see
page 20 for more details).

Rome is full of charming
scenes. Here a cat waits
patiently for a Vespa
ride!
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Sometimes they work!  Impulse decisions, that
is.   Walking out of the cinema on a January
evening after a screening of Miss Potter, my
wife and I decided we had to follow in
Beatrix Potter's footsteps and visit the Lake

District in England.  Never mind that we had been across
the pond the previous summer.  We would go back and
visit the sites which had inspired The Tale of Peter
Rabbit and other well-loved Potter stories.  

Since we had come to enjoy self-catering accommo-
dations on our previous visits, we felt we should go that
route again, for a two-week stay in late summer.  After
some investigation on the internet, we decided to try a
company, Lakelovers, which specialized in the area and
had a number of attractive properties on view in their
catalogue.

The "cottages" are grouped by location; so our next
decision was to settle on an area for our home base.
With no local knowledge whatsoever, we looked at a
map and settled on Ambleside.  What an inspired choice!
It turned out to be a very attractive and friendly town,
large enough to have all the amenities one would want,
yet compact enough that we could walk its entire length
or breadth in little over half an hour.  That included the
many times we ambled from the town square down to
Waterhead at the north end of Windermere (the lake).  If
we had one reservation about the town, it was the lack of
a good-sized supermarket for groceries and other staples.
For that, there was a three-mile drive to Booths, at the
north end of Windermere (the town).  

Ambleside was also fairly central to most of the
attractions in the southern part of the Lake District, with
easy access north, south and southeast, west and south-
west.  We had decided to rent a car for local outings but
to sign up for minivan excursions further afield.  The

Hub, in central Ambleside, doubled as an efficient Tourist
Information Centre, where we could purchase tickets; a sou-
venir shop; and the town Post Office.  One word of caution:
there are precious few places to park in town, short of one
major pay-and-display lot at the north end.

With catalogue in hand, open to the pages for Ambleside
and vicinity, we selected Kingfisher Cottage, 31 The Falls.
If you look it up on the internet, its description falls short of
the real thing.  Nestled on the steep cliffside banks of Stock
Ghyll, a tumbling stream, it was our delightful home for two
weeks, with the music of the waters lulling us to sleep each
night.  Tastefully furnished with everything that visitors
should need (and signature kingfisher paintings, statuary,
etc. everywhere!), it is built on three levels, with only the
roof showing from the parking pad on the lane above.  Steps
take you down to an outdoor patio, overlooking the stream.
The cottage entrance hall, the bedroom and the bathroom
are on the same level as the patio; the kitchen is half a floor
below, and has a window doorway onto a small balcony

The Tale of
Contented
Lake 
Lovers
story and photos by Stan Farrow

Kingfisher Cottage     
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above the water; the living/dining area is half a floor above.
It is definitely a cottage for only two.  And you will prob-

ably realize from the geographical description above that it
is not suitable for wheelchair users. It is part of a large
enclave on the eastern edge of town largely made up of con-
versions from old stone mill buildings along the stream,
designed as rental properties for vacationers.  The range of
accommodations is quite wide.  The surrounding views are
lovely, but be forewarned: the roads and paths down into
town (or up from town) are quite steep and not for those
with fitness problems.

Our first day, we explored the various nooks and cran-
nies of Ambleside.  There is the photogenic Bridge House,
a small building perched atop Stock Ghyll to avoid land
taxes.  Further upstream, via a pathway on the opposite bank
from our cottage, is the equally notable Stock Ghyll Force,
a waterfall that features on many local postcards.  There are
the remains of a Roman camp on the shores of Windermere.
There is a local recreation area for lawn bowling and pitch-
and-putt golf and numerous shops, with particular emphasis
on clothes for hiking in the area.  We bought a pair of san-
dals from a woman who had emigrated from Peterborough,
Ontario, to teach here and met the man who became her
husband and with whom she now runs K.D. Sports as a fam-
ily business.  We also visited the local cinema (cum pizza
restaurant) - Zeffirelli's - an old-time movie house, to view
an old-time movie, The Dam Busters.

And, of course, there are many good restaurants.  We had
a soft spot for Sheila's Cottage, tucked down a narrow lane,
at which we had our first and last meals out in town (not
counting the compulsory fish 'chips before we settled in on
the day of our arrival).   Ordinarily, we had breakfast and
supper at the cottage, with lunch in town or wherever we
happened to be touring.  We twice visited Low Sizergh
Barn, a bit south of our area, to stock up on meats, cheeses
and fresh produce.

Our nearby days out began with our homage to Beatrix
Potter.  We paid a morning visit to her famous Hill Top Farm
at Near Sawrey.  Visitors are advised to arrive at least half
an hour before opening time to beat the long line-ups later
in the day for timed entry.  The house is small and can han-

dle only a few guests at a time.  We then drove to nearby
Hawkshead for lunch and a second timed visit, this time to
the Beatrix Potter Gallery.  A selection of her watercolours
is on display upstairs above the restored offices of William
Heelis, the solicitor who arranged for her purchase of local
properties and who later married her.  Our day concluded
with visits to the church of St. Michael's and All Angels
(with its distinctive stubby white pillars), which overlooks
the town on its protective hilltop, and to the village school
below it, which the poet, Wordsworth, attended as a boy.

Of course, we had our Wordsworth day out as well, since
the famous Dove Cottage, his home during his most prolific
years (1799-1808) and Rydal Mount, his home from 1813 to
his death in 1850, are just a 10-15-minute drive from
Ambleside.  Wordsworth was largely responsible for design-
ing the layout of this home and its impressive gardens, with
views over Rydal Water and, in the distance, Windermere.
We ended our day walking through the small village of
Grasmere, stopping by the churchyard where the
Wordsworth family is buried.  On the edge of the grounds is
the highly-touted Gingerbread Shop.  Sarah Nelson's recipe
is over 150 years old, but we confess we found the squares
too crisp and dry for our Canadian tastes.

We spent a rare rainy morning touring Blackwell, the
Arts and Crafts home designed by Mackay Hugh Baillie
Scott at the end of the nineteenth century.  Its spare but
impressive decor is a marvellous antidote to the older state-
ly mansions in the district.  I also received permission to try
out the beautiful Broadwood piano, from London, for about
20 minutes.  Blackwell is a bit south-east of Bowness-on-
Windermere, overlooking the lake.

However, if it's stately homes you wish, our far-and-
away favourite was Holker Hall, a Cavendish estate on a
narrow country road close to Morecambe Bay.  The gardens
are a delight and the home, which opens at noon, allows vis-
itors to wander at relative will, viewing the rooms with their
informative signage, but consulting attendants with any fur-
ther questions.  As a bonus, you can continue along the road
to Cartmel for a visit to its lovely 12th-century Priory.

Since my wife is an expert amateur gardener, we timed
our visit to Holehird Gardens (about 20 minutes from

Waterhead Ambleside laneway
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Ambleside) for a Wednesday morning, when volunteers
from the Lakeland Horticultural Society conduct guided
tours of the grounds at 11:00.  As it turned out, we had Vera,
our hostess, all to ourselves - the advantage of touring in
September.  The Society numbers about 1800, but only 80
are active in maintaining their beloved and justly-admired
gardens, overlooking Windermere, and adjacent to what
used to be a hotel, where the Potters stayed early in their
sojourns to the Lake District.  You can combine a visit to
Holehird with a stop at Townend, a yeoman farmer's house
on the hills above Troutbeck Valley.  Dark and smoky, it pro-
vides yet another style of local living. And, not surprisingly,
this National Trust property also owes its existence in large
part to Miss Potter!

We signed on for three minivan tours, covering longer
distances and often narrow and steep mountain passes.  That
way I could also enjoy the scenery and not have to worry
about my fear of heights and of driving on the left with bare-
ly room for two vehicles to pass!

Two of the itineraries were with Lakes Supertours, based
in Windermere.  They pick up passengers from Ambleside at
the local market square bus stop.  The first tour headed west
to climb Wrynose and Hardknott Passes.  We stopped to
clamber about the Hardknott Roman Fort, now inhabited by
sheep.  The afternoon began with a ride on the narrow-gauge
Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway (our open-air car basked in
glorious sunshine).  Then we drove to Wast Water, the deep-
est of the lakes, watched from above by a paraglider from
the surrounding hills.  Muncaster Castle provided yet anoth-
er change of pace.  We opted for a tour of the castle (rent the
audio wands for personal commentary from the Duff-
Pennington family!), while others watched the outdoor
show from the World Owl Centre on the grounds.  Our final
stop of the day was at Coniston, where the locals had all
come out to enjoy the sunshine by the water.  The touring
steam yacht, Gondola, docked while we were there. The
road back to Ambleside took us past Yew Tree Farm, which
served as "Hill Top" in the Miss Potter movie. The "ten
lakes" itinerary took us up to the Kirkstone Pass (425
metres) by the road which turned off to our cottage.  There
was a brief stop at Glenridding on Ullswater, and a short

hike through the woods to see the waterfall, Aira Force,
from below and above (note there are slippery, steep climbs
on the pathway), plus some company from a herd of cattle
who joined us on the pathway back to the road.  Next stops
were at Surprise View, a spectacular outlook above Derwent
Water, and near-by rustic Ashness Bridge, probably the most
photographed bridge in the district.  After lunch in Keswick,
a launch (lots of spray for those in front) took us south on
Derwent Water to Lodore landing, where we rejoined the
van for a hair-raising ride over Honister Pass, with its slate
quarry, for a stop in Buttermere village (try their ice cream!).
Over Newland Pass, through pastoral Newland Valley, on to
the mysterious Castlerigg Stone Circle, a quiet setting with
3500-5000 years of history, then back home via Grasmere
and Dove Cottage.

Our third tour was with The Mountain Goat.  They are
better known, but slightly more expensive than Lakes
Supertours, and they were the only company to offer a
weekly outing to Hadrian's Wall, which I had visited before
with fellow Latin teachers, but which my wife had never
seen.  The company wisely takes back routes, rather than
motorways, but it makes for quite a long day.  The views at
Steel Riggs and the facilities at Vindolanda were highlights.
We were able to chat with the archaeological team at
Vindolanda, nearing the end of what had been a very wet
season.  The museum is also a special part of this site,
famous for its recovery of wax tablets detailing everyday
life for a Roman garrison.  If you should take a similar tour,
our advice would be to grab lunch at the Roman Army
Museum, which is mostly reproductions, except for a fine
film, rather than waiting until Vindolanda, where it is worth
having more time to see the real thing! On our way home we
stopped to admire the view from Hartside Summit on the
A686 (580 metres).       

The last two days of our stay were the sunniest and
warmest of all.  As one Brit commented, trust the weather to
turn gorgeous once school was back in!  We took advantage
one day by opting for a leisurely cruise around Windermere
plus a short train journey on the Lakeside and Haverthwaite
Railway.  We were disappointed to find there was nothing at
the Haverthwaite end of the line but the station and a café -

View from Hardknott FortRydal Mount



no shops.  And Lakeside is really no better.  So we sailed
back to the pier at Bowness-on-Windermere and
explored the shopping areas there.

On our final day we took a launch from Waterhead
to the dock at Wray Castle (another building with Beatrix
Potter connections) and hiked 4.5 miles through the
woods by Windermere to the ferry crossing near Far
Sawrey.  There, another launch took us back to Bowness,
from which we caught the regular lake cruiser to
Ambleside.  This cruise-plus-walk is a ticketed option
with Windermere Lake Cruises and proved a very ener-
getic and rewarding way to complete a superb holiday.

Getting there, of course, is not really half the fun,
when airport terminals are involved, but we can highly
recommend Thomas Cook Airlines, which flies into
Manchester, the most convenient terminal for the Lake
District (although we also learned that Glasgow would
be a good alternative).  The seats are quite comfortable -
35" pitch in economy class - and the crew was superb.
We picked up a car at the Manchester airport - a
Mercedes 2008 B-Class that was stingy enough on diesel
fuel that we never had to refuel during our stay.   

Since our flight landed before 7:00 a.m and cottage
rentals are usually not available until mid-afternoon, we
decided to break our travels north with a stop at
Morecambe, a Lancashire seaside resort that is sprucing
itself up.  We arrived in time for the Sunday market,
which was fun.  And, if you want a real bargain, drop in
to Rebecca's Café for their £2.99 breakfast special:
sausages, bacon, egg, hash browns, tomato, beans, mush-
rooms and toast! The amazing topiary gardens at Levens
Hall, a few miles north, helped us walk off our meal.

Finally, a note about Lakelovers.
In the past, we had rented properties
where the owners either lived next
door or were on hand to greet us when
we arrived. Lakelovers, instead, main-
tains offices in the major towns, from
which you obtain keys and driving
instructions.  We were very impressed
with the staff at the Lakelovers office
in Ambleside, whom we visited a
number of times.  Since there was no
telephone in the cottage, they allowed
us to use theirs a couple of times to
contact friends in England who were
paying us a visit.  They arranged for us
to have towels at no extra charge,
since we were from overseas.  And
they functioned as a kind of second
tourist agency, to answer our ques-
tions.  We continue to receive email
news from the company, who obvious-
ly live up to their name as ambassadors
for their beloved lakes.
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Some contact and internet information
for places and businesses:

Y Lakelovers - Belmont House, Lake Road, 
Bowness-on-Windermere, Cumbria, UK LA23 
3BJ;  tel: [country code 011 44] 15394 88855;   
www.lakelovers.co.uk

Y Lakes Supertours - Lakes Hotel, 1 High Street,
Windermere, Cumbria, UK LA23 1AF; tel:   
15394 42751;  www.lakes-supertours.co.uk

Y The Mountain Goat - Victoria Street,      
Windermere, Cumbria, UK LA23 1AD; tel:      
15394 45161;  www.mountain-goat.com

Y Windermere Lake Cruises - Ambleside Pier,
Waterhead, Cumbria, UK; tel: 015394 32225; 
www.windermere-lakecruises.co.uk *

Y KD Sports - Central Buildings, Ambleside,
Cumbria, UK LA22 9BS;  tel: 01539 431543;
www.kdsports.co.uk *

Y Sheila's Cottage - The Slack, Ambleside,  
Cumbria, UK LA22 9DQ;  tel: 15394 33079;
www.thefoodplace.co.uk/restaurants/43827/
Sheila's+Cottage+in+Ambleside

Y Blackwell - www.blackwell.org.uk
Y Cartmel Priory - www.cartmelpriory. org.uk 
Y Dove Cottage - www.wordsworth.org.uk
Y Grasmere Gingerbread Shop - 

www.grasmeregingerbread.co.uk  
Y Hill Top, Beatrix Potter Gallery - 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/beatrixpotter
Y Holehird Gardens - 

www.holehirdgardens. org.uk
Y Holker Hall - www.holkerhall.co.uk
Y Lakeside and Haverthwaite Railway: 

www.lakesiderailway.co.uk
Y Levens Hall - www.levenshall.co.uk
Y Low Sizergh Barn - www.lowsizergh

barn.co.uk
Y Muncaster Castle - www.muncaster.

co.uk
Y Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway -

www.ravenglass-railway.co.uk
Y Rydal Mount - 

www.rydalmount.co.uk
Y Townend - www.nationaltrust.org.uk

/main.w-vh/w-visits/w-findaplace/
w-townend Vindolanda and www.vin-    
dolanda.com

Y www.flythomascook.com
Y Zoom Airlines also fly to both 

Manchester and Glasgow.  
www.flyzoom.com

Ashness Bridge



The weather did not look promising!  From my
window in Halifax's Westin Nova Scotian Hotel
the harbour looked gloomy and cold.  But after
two days spent at a conference in the hotel,
attending meetings and workshops on photogra-

phy, copyright and 'new technologies' (not my favourite!) I
really wanted to stretch my legs and have some fresh air on
this, our 'free day'.  So, I dressed warmly and off I set to see
what this city held on a winter Saturday. 

I'd only walked half a block when I knew it held good
coffee.  I could smell it!  And soon I found the establishment
of my dreams: a coffee shop ("the best in town" I was later
told) within a bookshop.  Joy of joys!   Soon I was seated in
the window of the Trident Booksellers & Café, a new paper-
back in hand and a fragrant espresso on the table before me.  

I could have lingered longer, but the great outdoors beck-
oned and so off I set again.  Down on Lower Water Street
there seemed to be lots of comings and goings from an
entrance signposted 'Brewery Market'.  I always enjoy
checking out markets (not to mention breweries!) so I fol-
lowed the crowds in and, in an instant, the gray morning was

transformed.  Here in higgledy-piggledy courtyards and
laneways on a variety of levels was set out nature's bounty:
pyramids of pale leeks, smooth squash, purple beets and
eggplants, baskets of pearl and crimson onions, feather-
topped carrots, rosy-faced apples, smooth brown eggs, live
lobsters, glistening scallops, fat sausages, luscious cheeses,
jugs of fresh cider, bunches of bright daffodils and pots of
fragrant herbs.  Stalls were lined up in the laneways where
friendly artisans were displaying their crafts: pretty jew-
ellery, ceramics and paintings, knitted scarves and hats,
trendy clothes and more.  And then there were sandwich
places and coffee shops and many groups of lively music
makers.  Most corners were bustling, but all was quiet near
a lone musician as a melancholic melody uncoiled from his
violin and the market goers sat on the stairs to enjoy his
artistry, with coffees in their hand and shopping bags at their
feet.  I was later to learn that this Farmers' Market is fre-
quented by many local chefs, who come to buy and celebrate
Nova Scotia's bounty in all seasons.

It wasn't any warmer when I emerged from the pleasures
of the Market, but the clouds were higher and the gray day

A wintry story for our May edition, but all that I enjoyed on this 
day in Halifax will be awaiting you on your summer visit.  All, that is, except

for the chilly weather!    Enjoy … it's a great city.
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Pier 21 and Halifax Harbour from the Westin Nova Scotian Hotel

I

IA Winter Saturday 
in Halifax I

story and photos by Ann Wallace
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now held some shimmers of silver sunlight.  Time for a brisk
walk, and what better destination could there be than the
Citadel, standing proud and sturdy atop Citadel Hill?  The
Citadel grounds are open during the winter months, but
there are no services.  However, I did know that the noon-
day gun was fired every day of the year, so I quickened by
steps in the hope that I could see this tradition being per-
formed.  As I strode out, the clouds rose higher in the sky,
scudding now against a backdrop of blue and then, as I
passed the handsome Old Town Clock building and reached
the Citadel, I was enjoying a brilliant clear day, with views
of Halifax, its famous harbour and the far shores spread out
before me.

It's one thing to come here on a busy summer's day when
the Historic Site is full of visitors, quite another on a bright
day in mid-winter.  Yet the soldiers garrisoned here in the
19th century would have endured all weathers as they stood
ready to defend this corner of Canada with artillery at the
ready, personal weapons primed and uniforms in good order.
I stood, back against the wind, and imagined what life must
have been like for them in those days.

Come to the Citadel in the summer and you can enjoy
the Site's living history programme, when an historical re-
enactment group depict 1869, when the 78th Highland
Regiment was stationed here.  This regiment was one of the
British Army's most famous Scottish units, and - in their
MacKenzie tartan kilts, feather bonnets and scarlet doublets
- one of the most resplendent.   But on this February day
there were just two lone soliders in their greatcoats braving
the windy battlement to fire the noonday gun and keep an
old tradition alive.

The practice of firing this gun dates from around 1857
when the military used cannons to signal daybreak, noon
and sunset.  The evening cannon would have warned sol-
diers that the fort gates were closing for the night and that
they should return to their barracks.  Now, at dawn and dusk,
the good citizens of Halifax are left in peace, but they still
rely on the reverberating blast from the noon gun in order to
accurately check their timepieces.  For those who'd like to
know, I did some research and can report that the present-
day gun is a reproduction twelve-pound, smooth-bore, muz-
zle-loading gun used during the reign of King George III
(1760-1820).

My afternoon, still deliciously free to do as I pleased, lay
ahead and it was time to make a decision.  I'd visited this
city before and knew of the delights to be found at the
Maritime Museum, at Pier 21 and at the Art Gallery of Nova
Scotia.  But I needed a bite of lunch and thus it was that the
Art Gallery won!  Won because I remembered their trendy,
art-filled café.  The Cheapside Café (named for the area
between the two gallery buildings, which in turn took its
name from the historic London market which has been oper-
ating since medieval times) is a great spot with the perfect
luncheon menu: soup, stuffed crepes, fishcakes with
caramelized onions, strudel filled with wild mushrooms and
chevre, pasta, artful salads and a selection of sandwiches.
And then there are the desserts, all listed under the heading
'Edible Art'.  Need I describe more the 'warm apple cake
with rum soaked raisins, slivered almonds and crème
anglaise'?

Thus fortified I was ready to enjoy the Gallery, espe-
cially its collection of Nova Scotian landscapes and the
Maud Lewis gallery.  Could there be a more charming place
to spend a winter hour than with Maud?  (I'm sure she
wouldn't mind being called just Maud!)  Here's her tiny
home, lowly indeed but transformed by Maud into a magi-

Preparing to fire the noon gun

The Waverley Inn
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cal place where every available surface and item - from the
massive stove to the stair risers, from the breadbox and the
tea canister to the linoleum floor - are painted with flowers,
trees, birds and butterflies.  And there on the surrounding
walls is a collection of her paintings, folk art scenes of rural
life in every season.  Maud’s life was not an easy one, but
her art displays a love of life and appreciation of nature’s
many gifts.   

By the time I step out onto the street the sunshine has
almost disappeared again and there's snow in the air.  The
streets are emptying as folk head home to prepare for their
Saturday evening.  No doubt many have plans to return to
downtown, for Halifax's restaurant scene is burgeoning and
their pubs with live music are legendary.  My luxurious
room at the Westin beckons as I, too, must prepare for my
evening with colleagues and our gala conference dinner
('lobsters' is the rumour!).

But before I leave this seaport town I want to walk along
the harbour and get as close to ocean waters as possible.  It's
deserted and ghostly with swirling snow that is settling over
everything.  Sounds are muffled now, apart from the shriek
of seagulls and the slap of water along the wharfs.  Behind
the Maritime Museum the historic hydrographic c.s.s.
Acadia, one of the Museum's research ships, lies in its slip,
warm lights gleaming through its portholes.  Darkness is
falling and I quicken my step.  But then I hear another sound
… it's the plaintive mewing of a cat.  I follow the sound up
some steps and there before the soaring glass doors of a
modern building stands a sleek tabby.  I approach, bewil-
dered, for without lights showing in the windows this build-

Halliburton House Inn

ing is obviously an office and the doors are locked.  I lift the
little cat into my arms in order to better examine the large
round tag hanging from his collar.  It read, "I belong on the
c.s.s. Acadia, moored behind the Maritime Museum of the
Atlantic. I know my way home, so please put me down."   

Some details to help you plan your Halifax visit:
Y The Westin Nova Scotian Hotel stands right beside the rail station and almost directly 

behind Pier 21 National Historic Site.  Tel: 902 421 1000, www.westin.com/novascotian.
Y On my first visit to Halifax a few years ago I stayed at the historic boutique hotel 

The Halliburton, also within walking distance of the station.  I peeked in on this visit 
and it looked as welcoming as I remember.  Tel: 1 888 512 3344, www.thehalliburton.com

Y Just around the corner is another historic B&B, the Waverley Inn, where I was given a warm 
wel come and shown a ground floor room with its great carved bed, soaring armoire and other 
Victoria touches.  Lovers of ye olde worlde touch will be happy in this fine inn.
Tel: 902 423 9346, www.waverleyinn.com

Y These three properties are within walking distance of a variety of restaurants (seafood, 
Thai, Japanese and many others) and a selection of boutiques and small galleries.  
The Trident Café, mentioned above, is nearby, and so is another great find: the tiny Shiraz 
Persian Restaurant, locally known as 'the purple box'.  Any local will point the way and 
then you'll discover some unusual and tasty dishes with mysterious names at real bargain prices.  
Eat in (there's seating for 12) or take out.  I had a fragrant lunch here on the day I arrived 
in Halifax for under $10.

Y www.halifaxfarmersmarket.com - every Saturday from 7 a.m - 3 p.m.
Y Halifax Citadel National History Site: tel: 902 426 5080, www.parkscanada.gc.ca 
Y Maritime Museum of the Atlantic: tel: 902 424 7490, www.maritime.museum.gov.ns.ca
Y Pier 21 National Historic Site: tel: 902 425 7770, www.pier21.ca
Y The Art Gallery of Nova Scotia: tel: 902 424 7542, www.artgalleryofnovascotia.ca
Y For your Greater Halifax Visitor Guide 2008 call 1 877 422 9334 or visit www.destination-

halifax.com
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BRITAIN
Y A new airport shuttle service between Heathrow and
Gatwick and central London hotels has been launched.  The
mini-bus service, called dot2dot, has 64 vehicles and prom-
ises a maximum of just four stops at fares from £17.50 per
ride.  The shuttle can be booked online at www.dot2.com.
Y If you have a longish wait for a connection at Heathrow
(terminal 4) or Gatwick, you may welcome news of YOTEL
Cabins which is an innovative 'hotel' offering tiny rooms
with TV, shower room, free internet access and cabin serv-
ice.  Prices are £25 for four hours in a standard ('large sin-
gle') cabin or you can stay all night for £56.  Premium dou-
ble cabins also available for £40 for four hours and £82 for
the night.  Details can be found at www.yotel.com.   
Y www.ukcountryhotels.co.uk is a group of independent
country hotels that is trying to dispel the UK's reputation for
having expensive tourist accommodation.  The website fea-
tures over 850 properties, nearly all of which have attractive
special offers and midweek or 'late deals'.  Many of these
include B&B and dinner for an inclusive price and request-
ing "your best deal" is also encouraged.  Visit the website
and click on 'special offers' to check it all out.
Y Many travellers have Southampton in their plans, not
only because it's home to a large cruise port, but also
because the city boasts a proud maritime heritage.  And now
the famous White Star Tavern, in the heart of the historic
district, has added 13 rooms to its property.  Each room is
named after one of the White Star Line's ships or one of the
original yachts in the first America's Cup race around near-
by Isle of Wight. B&B rates start from £79 and the contact
details are tel: [011 44] 23 8082 1990 or www.whitestar-
tavern.co.uk
Y Love the Beatles?  No prizes for guessing the new Hard
Days Night Hotel in Liverpool is Beatles-themed!  Located
on the corner of Mathew Street, by the Cavern Club where
the Beatles first found fame, this 4-star hotel features 110
rooms, each telling a different stage of the Beatles' story,
and two penthouses - the Lennon and McCartney suites.
Prices from £145 and information from [011 44] 151 236
1964 or take a peek at www.harddaysnighthotel.com.  And
while in Liverpool (which is this year's European Capital of
Culture) you may like to know that Tate Liverpool has a
Klimt exhibition (30 May - 31 August).  This will be the first
time so much of Klimt's work has been seen together in the
U.K.  Information at www.tate.org.uk/liverpool. 

CANADA
Y There's a mention of Louisbourg, Nova Scotia, in this
issue and if you're thinking of visiting you may like to mark
your calendars over the 25-27 July weekend.  That's when
Louisbourg will be staging a lavish re-enactment commem-
orating the 250th anniversary of its second siege in 1758.
The main event is a three-day Encampment that will include
exciting siege re-enactments, fireworks, chocolate and
wine-tastings, murder mysteries, public archaeology pro-

grammes and more.  The Town of Louisbourg is also organ-
izing days of activities around the Encampment.  To date,
over 1200 applications from re-enactors across North
America have been received.  It promises to be a once in a
lifetime event … perhaps one to take the children (or grand-
children) to, for some exciting 'living history'.  Details at
www.louisbourg.2008.com.
Y Or perhaps an outdoor adventure will appeal to the young-
sters?  Consider Vancouver Island and the Alberni Valley,
home of the magnificent MacMillan Provincial Park and the
Cathedral Grove rainforest, where you'll find ancient Western
Red Cedars and towering 800 year-old Douglas Fir trees. The
Valley is also home to one of the tallest waterfalls in North
America - Della Falls. At 440m the awe-inspiring chute from
Della Lake will greet you as you wander out of the old
growth forest at their base. The 16 km trail takes you over
suspension brides, past lakes and streams.  At Stamp River
Falls near Port Alberni, 40 million Pacific Salmon climb the
ladders to reach the spawning bed each year. In the summer,
the serene riverside park provides effortless trails, a spectac-
ular viewpoint of the river, a day-use picnic area and an
overnight campground.  For those who love to explore under-
ground, the area also boasts the biggest cave in Canada called
"Blak T"; it offers a 1.5 mile navigable network. Or if it's
wildlife you love, check out a group of adventurous black
bears that like to play across the harbourside boardwalk in
Port Alberni. Visit: www.albernivalleytourism.com for lots
of information.
Y By the time you read this, the international Tourism for
Tomorrow awards will have been announced in Dubai (21
April) by the World Travel and Tourism Council.  The
Acadian town of Bouctouche in New Brunswick has made us
all proud by being a finalist in the Destination Award catego-
ry (along with Blackstone Valley, Rhode Island, and Rinjani
Trek Ecotourism Program, Indonesia).  Check them all out at
www.ville.bouctouche.nb.ca; www.blackstonevalley-
tourismcouncil.com and www.lombokrinjanitrek.org. 
Y Across Canada during the summer (and, in fact, in other
destinations) Fairmont Hotels has cheaper-than-usual room
rates, plus a $50 food and beverage credit per night for stays
of two consecutive nights on reservations made with an
AmEx card before 30 June.  Some locations are also offering
triple miles on reservations made through airline partners,
including Aeroplan.  The rate for the Fairmont Tremblant in
Québec, for example, is from $149, for the Algonquin in St.
Andrew's-by-the-Sea, NB, $159 and the Chateau Laurier in
Ottawa is $199.  Properties in other regions of the world are
also offering special rates.   How about the pretty Pierre
Marques in Acapulco for US$169 or the Fairmont Heliopolis
in Cairo for US$140? For details visit www.fair-
mont.com/promo/summer or call 1 800 830 1411. 

FINLAND
Conscious of the rising value of the Euro, Finns are offering

t r a v e l  d i g e s t
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lots of dollar-stretching options for visitors to Helsinki this
summer.  Helsinki Helpers are young, multi-lingual guides
ready to help you explore the city; for just €2 you can hop
Tram No. 3 and travel a figure 8 through the city; for €2 you
can borrow one of the bright green bikes located at 26 stands
in the city centre and tour as you please; you can enjoy one
of Helsinki's many festivals and outdoor performances free
and, in addition, many museums and galleries are free and
then there's the Helsinki Card which offers unlimited trans-
portation, admissions and discounts. Visit www.visitfin-
land.com and www.visithelsinki.fi for lots of information.
It's a thoroughly enjoyable city.

HONDURAS
If you've long wanted to see the Maya ruins at Copan, this
property may set your plans in motion. Visit
www.LaCasaRosada.com and be tempted by this 5-room
colonial-style inn located just 1 km from the archeological
site.  Rooms are from $87, and one is 'handicapped friend-
ly'.  Looks very tempting!

ITALY
There are already several Italian tips in this edition, but the
charming tourism folk from the central Italian region of
Umbria were in Toronto hosting a small reception recently.
Over the region's delicious wines and snacks we heard about

t r a v e l  d i g e s t

this region and watched a beautiful video presentation.  No
big cities here (Perugia is the largest) and nary a high rise in
sight.  But there's wonderful scenery, ancient art and archi-
tecture, and renowned gastronomy.  There's also a wide
variety of accommodation.  The region is not as well-known
as neighbouring Tuscany, but it looks as though it holds
many delights and is sure not to be as busy with tourists.
Check it out at www.umbria2000.it (and note that 'agritur-
ismi' usually means 'country houses for rent' and not staying
with farmers). Many of these look gorgeous.

U.S.A.
San Francisco in your plans?  You may like to plan a day to
take a cruise to Alcatraz and Angel Island. Alcatraz Cruises
claims to be the only comprehensive tour of both of the
Bay's signature islands and the most convenient way to
access these State and National park sites. The ticket
includes the award-winning cellhouse audio tour on
Alcatraz and a 1-hour tram tour around the perimeter of
Angel Island and time to explore alone or relax at the Cove
Café.  The 6-hour tour leaves from Pier 33 every morning at
9:30 and, especially in high summer, advance purchase is
recommended.  The tours start 10 May and continue until 1
September.  For details visit www.alcatruzcruises.com or
call 415 981 7625.

There's a new Eurail Pass available for travelling around
Scandinavia.  The Eurail Scandinavia Pass allows for flex-
ible rail travel in Sweden, Denmark, Finland and/or
Norway for as few as four days or as many as ten days, all
within a two-month period.  Of course the pass is available
for individual or dual countries as well.  Passes are available
in Adult, Youth, Saver and First Class categories.  For details
visit www.scandinavianrail.com or www.Eurail.com for
these countries and most of Europe where the passes are
available. They are also available from travel agencies
worldwide.

The Eurostar trains between England and continental
Europe, and France's TGV trains, are familiar.  Now we
must add Spain's AVE train (Alta Velocidad Española)
between Madrid and Barcelona to the list.  The new AVE
travels at 300 km per hour and covers the distance of 550 km
between the two cities in less than three hours.  A total of 17
trains will operate daily on the route.  The new high-speed
lines have also reduced travel times between Madrid and

Valladolid (to 55 minutes) and between Madrid and
Málaga (to 2½ hours).  Rail Europe is offering special web-
only savings of up to 10% on these routes.  The Eurail Spain
Pass prices start at $216, while the Madrid-Barcelona AVE
tickets start at around $157.  Rail Europe also offers the
Madrid, Barcelona and Seville Cards for public transpora-
tion around the cities and entrance to museums and attrac-
tions.  www.raileurope.com or call 1 800 361 7245. 

Here in Canada we have news from VIA Rail, who are hon-
ouring all of Canada's current and former Canadian Forces
personnel, National Defence employees, and their families,
with a special appreciation fare during the month of July.
During this time, the Forces and Defence personnel can
enjoy free, unlimited travel in Comfort class anywhere on
VIA's network and can be accompanied by up to five fami-
ly members at 50% off the regular applicable fares. So if
there's a soldier in your family, spread the news!  For more
information visit www.viarail.ca/forces or call 1 888 VIA-
Rail.  

r i d i n g  t h e  r a i l s
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Y Aloha Airlines, the Hawaiian inter-island (and island to
US) airline has ceased passenger operations, and Oasis
Airlines (Hong Kong to Vancouver and London, England)
has also flown into liquidation.
Y Now for some good news.  Hungarian carrier Malév will
resume its non-stop Toronto-Budapest service on 26 May
and continue flying the route until 24 October.  Details at
www.malev.hu or from your travel agent.
Y Porter Airlines has commenced daily flights between
Toronto City Centre Airport (on Toronto Islands) and New
York City's Newark Airport in New Jersey. Seven roundtrips
flights on weekdays and two or three on week-end days are
planned.  Tickets are expected to be around $120 each way,
‘plus fees and taxes’.  www.flyporter.com

Y Turkish Airlines has become the 20th Star Alliance mem-
ber, which will add a further 31 destinations - mainly in
Turkey, Central Asia and the Middle East - to its network.
This carrier is one of the fastest growing airlines in Europe
and it holds a strategic position between Europe, the Middle
East and Asia. www.thy.com
Y We mentioned Zoom Airlines' new service to Rome on
page 10.  The airline now flies non-stop to a total of seven
European destinations from Toronto, and to three from
Montreal.  The flights to Rome will start from $349 each
way, with Premium Service available for an additional $150.
www.flyzoom.com or 1 866 FLY ZOOM.

Y As a lover of literature as well as travel, here's a book that
is right up my street.  And I'm sure many of you will love it
too.  It's the Good Reading Guide to World Fiction, edited
by Vincent Cassar and Nik Kalinowski and published by
Bloomsbury (370 pp., C$24.95).  How often have I won-
dered, before setting off to a new destination, "What should
I read, other than a practical guidebook, to introduce myself
to this country?"  For some countries, their writers are well
known throughout the English-speaking world (Nadine
Gordimer and J.M. Coetzee from South Africa; our own
Rohinton Mistry and his memories of India; Thomas Mann's
story of a German in Death in Venice and so on), but what
about Finland, Iceland and Norway; Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka;  Argentina, Brazil and Peru?  Are there any
books set in those countries available in English?
Depending on your tastes and past reading, many titles may
pop up that are familiar, but I'm sure even the most avid
reader (and traveller) will find lots of new ideas for books to
take on those long flights to foreign shores.  All works
included have been written since 1900, so you will not be
introduced to England by Dickens!  And as with any book of
lists, we all have our own ideas too.  Under South Africa I
would have included a post-apartheid book (Gordimer's The
House Gun would be my choice), but having opinions and
discussions is valuable too.  As the editors write in their
introduction: "Reading the words of talented writers … has
served to remind us of the diversity of this planet and the
ingenuity of its people.  We have travelled from the wastes
of the Arctic Circle to the tropical heat of Brazil; we have
eaten sambols in Sri Lanka … and danced the tango in
Buenos Aires.  And we have cried and laughed and fallen in
love in oh so many places.  So, where do you want to go
today?"

Y New editions from Frommer's include Newfoundland &
Labrador (3rd edition, C$23.99) and Niagara Region (2nd

edition, C$19.99).  No pretty pictures in these guides, but
lots of 'insider' information to help you explore these regions
of Canada.  I like the introduction to the former book:
"You've done the Florida sun, the European tour, the
Caribbean cruise, and the all-inclusive resort, but what you
really want is something different … you yearn for a place
unlike any other.  Well, now you've found it: Newfoundland
and Labrador, the Far East of the Western world."  And the
Niagara guide declares: "For those exhausted by the force of
the Falls and the city's exuberant tackiness, a journey of dis-
covery to the rest of the Niagara region will provide wel-
come relief."  How true!

Y There are lots of new titles from Lonely Planet too:  city
guides, regional combinations and new editions of country
titles.  The London City Guide and Hong Kong & Macau
City Guide are chock full of history, information and themed
chapters; Tuscany & Umbria brings information on these
two regions together; while the 8th edition of Italy (with a
fabulous and unusual cover photograph) speaks for itself.
Prices in the C$23 - $30 range.  

Ann Wallace

Interested in our tour intineraries?
Come visit our website:

www.thetravelsociety.com

website
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t is vast, fascinating and mysterious and it has beckoned travellers
from the west for centuries.  Mention it to avid travellers and they
are sure to say, “Yes, I hope to visit China one day.”  And what
would they choose to experience?  A cruise on the mighty
Yangtze River (now in the process of  changing for ever); a look

at the work-in-progress on the massive Three Gorges Dam; a walk on the
ancient Great Wall; views of charming villages, lush terraced hillsides and
magnificent mountain peaks; visits to the great cities of Shanghai and
Beijing; a trip to view one of the world’s greatest archaeological finds …
the 6,000 terra-cotta warriors at Xi’an; scenes of palaces, pagodas, pavil-
ions and pandas; tastes of Peking duck and Chinese banquets and so much
more.  So how do you choose?  When you decide on The Travel Society’s
tour there’s no need to choose because all these highlights are included.
Yes, in these remarkable 18 days you’ll stay in Beijing; you’ll take a 4-day
first-class cruise on the Yangtze with many shore excursions; you’ll fly to
see those centuries-old terra-cotta warriors in Xi’an; you’ll visit bustling
Chongquin and see its pandas; stay in Hangzhou and travel into the hills
covered with tea plantations; explore the exquisite gardens of Suzhou, and
visit Nanjing and Wuzhen. And you’ll have time to explore spectacular

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Vancouver $4,145 pp/dbl Victoria $4,195 pp/dbl
Calgary $4,420 pp/dbl Edmonton $4,420 pp/dbl
Saskatoon/Regina $4,590 pp/dbl Winnipeg $4,590 pp/dbl
Toronto $4,490 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,490 pp/dbl
Montreal $4,490 pp/dbl St. John’s $4,850 pp/dbl
Halifax/Quebec $4,850 pp/dbl London $4,850 pp/dbl
Single supplement $1,195 (Sharing can be arranged.)
Taxes and visas extra.  Prices are subject to confirmation
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~ tours for members and their friends.

Shanghai. Throughout the trip you’ll see
magnificent architecture, you’ll be enter-
tained at cultural events, you’ll join your
hosts at a variety of banquets, you’ll have
time to shop, and you’ll marvel at some of
the most wonderful scenery on earth, all in
the company of English-speaking guides.
You’ll travel by plane, by luxury bus,
cruise ship and river boat.  Many of our
members have told us it’s an experience of
a lifetime … and all at an amazing price!

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip transpacific air fares on Japan 
Airlines or Air Canada

- Chinese domestic airfares
- Canadian domestic airfares
- First-class hotel accommodation
- First-class 4 days/3 nights Yangtze River 

cruise aboard a deluxe cruise ship
- All transfers
- Daily sightseeing
- Three meals daily
- 2 Western-style dinners.
- Special banquets in Hangzhou, Xi’an and 

Beijing
- Evening cultural shows
- Fully escorted by English/Chinese-speaking 

tour guide
- English-speaking local guides
- Free time in Beijing & Shanghai

Ann Wallace took the China trip and her 14-page, illustrated
account is available. Send $5 with your address for a copy.

Departing: 15 Sept 2008, 6 April & 21 Sept 2009

ADD-ON HONG KONG
4 days/3 nights $1,288 pp/dbl
Single supplement $544

ADD-ON BANGKOK
4 days/3 nights $1,185 pp/dbl
Single supplement $350

ADD-ON TOKYO
4 days/3 nights $1,375 pp/dbl
Single supplement $299

ADD-ON KYOTO
4 days/3 nights $1,450 pp/dbl
Single supplement $325

China Yangtze, Guilin Spectacular

Come with The Travel Society on a special 19-day tour of the many high-
lights of Peru and Ecuador, including those two unique and incomparable
sites: Machu Picchu and Galapagos.  Peru comes first.  You’ll visit historic
yet sophisticated Lima, tour Cuzco and its nearby ruins and fortress, take
the train to Machu Picchu – the Lost City of the Incas, shop in the Indian
market in the village of Pisac and tour the town and fortress of
Ollantaytambo in the Sacred Valley of the Incas.  

A flight will then take you on to Quito in Ecuador where you’ll tour the
town for a day before embarking on a two-day excursion to Otavalo and the
Highlands with their spectacular scenery and volcanoes.  A few days later
you’ll be off to the Galapagos, a place like no other.  Upon arrival you’ll be
greeted and transferred to your 25 m. motor yacht Eric or Flamingo, a com-

fortable craft with ten outside cabins.  The following 7 days will be spent
exploring various islands of the unique Galapagos chain with their giant
tortoises, sea lions, lava lizards, marine iguanas and many species of birds
including the Blue Footed Boobies and the Magnificent Frigate Bird.  You
can walk or hike, take photographs, search for plant life, enjoy the beach-
es or embark on snorkeling expe-
ditions (with the playful sea
lions) to view the underwater
world.  And when your fasci-
nating days are done, you’ll
enjoy the food and amenities
of your intimate yacht.  This
is the very best way to
explore the Galapagos and
this trip, together with your
excursion to Machu Picchu,
are lifetime highlights.  

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip international air 
- All domestic air transportation
- All accommodation
- First class Galapagos small ship cruise
- All meals as per the itinerary
- Admissions to all sites 
- Expert Galapagos guides
- Transfers & baggage handling 
- All taxes

MACHU PICCHU and GALAPAGOS
with other highlights of PERU and ECUADOR

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Toronto: $7,996.00 pp/dbl Edmonton: $8,368.00 pp/dbl
Calgary: $8,368.00 pp/dbl Vancouver: $8,448.00 pp/dbl
Single supplement: $2,984.00 Prices are subject to confirmation

A new tour
19 Days ... departing:  5 June & 11 Sept. 2008

Prices are available from all major cities

from $4,145 for 18 days! 

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office.      111
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~ tours for members and their friends.

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office.      111

You’ll have plenty of time to explore Buenos Aires; you’ll fly
to the wineries of Mendoza; you’ll take an excursion to Tupungato
Mountain and Silver Range in the heart of the Andes then travel on
to Chile and explore Santiago; you’ll visit the Colchagua Valley
(one of the most fertile in Chile and dedicated mostly to wine pro-
duction) and be taken to the coast – observing the spectacular, ever-
changing landscape and vegetation – for a tour of Valparaiso and
Viña del Mar.  But that’s just the outline of the tour!   Of course
you’ll tour a variety of 

vineyards and enjoy wine tastings; but you’ll also enjoy a tango
evening and see Eva Peron’s grave; you’ll visit soaring cathedrals,
adobe style buildings and museums large and small, including
renowned Colchagua Museum.  You’ll cross the Inca Bridge on
your way to Las Cuevas, the last village in Argentina close to the
border, where soars the 4,000 m. statue of Christ the Redeemer,
symbol of friendship between the two countries.   Every day will
hold a new delight … as well as fine accommodations and delicious
food.  This is a wonderful tour of these two fascinating countries.

Your tour includes:
- All air and land transportation.
- All transfers and baggage handling.
- All accommodation and meals as per the itinerary.
- All specified tours and excursions with English-

speaking guides.
- All taxes.

A new tour

The Travel Society is proud to be able to offer its members an outstanding trip to some of the world’s most spectacular destinations.  Who
hasn’t dreamed of cruising to the Galapagos Islands and seeing wildlife as Darwin witnessed it?  Think of the unique adventure you will
enjoy, of the stories you will have to tell and the photographs you will take!  You will spend a week aboard your first-class 20-passenger
ship, taking daily shore excursions to a variety of the islands with experienced naturalists in groups of no more than 10 people per guide.
You’ll also visit other destinations in Ecuador, and then you can choose to enjoy the exciting
optional extensions: to Kapawi - a ecological lodge in the Amazon and/or a visit Machu Picchu in
Peru.  We’ll take care of all the travel details.  All you have to do is enjoy!

PRICES INCLUDE AIR: Toronto $5,995.00 pp/dbl

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip international air 
- All domestic air transportation
- All accommodation
- First class Galapagos small ship cruise
- All meals as per the itinerary
- Admissions to all sites 
- Expert Galapagos guides
- Transfers & baggage handling 
- All taxes

GREATADD-ONS, INCLUDINGAIR:
Kapawi - from all departure points                             $1,680.00 pp/dbl
Machu Picchu                                                     from $1,996.00 pp/dbl
Prices are subject to confirmation

Galapagos Islands Cruise & Ecuador
with options to Kapawi Lodge in the Amazon and Machu Picchu, Peru 
14 days departing 12 June, 11 July, 11 & 25 Sept., 9 & 23 Oct, 5 & 20 Nov., 4 Dec. 2008

Prices are available from all major citiesPrices are available from all major cities

Small Ship

Come with The Travel Society to a land of wonder … on a
South African trip unlike any other.  Designed especially for
our members, this trip takes in all the highlights: Kruger

National Park for game watching, the famous Garden Route, the
beautiful wine region of Stellenbosch and the sights of incomparable
Cape Town, including Cape Point, Chapman’s Peak Drive and
Robben Island.  But on our trip you will do far more.  You will tour
the Great scarpment of Eastern Transvaal – a place so beautiful writ-
ers run out of adjectives – where you will visit God’s Window, the
Blyde see Johannesburg and be escorted to Soweto for lunch in a
Township house and jazz in a famous nightspot.  You’ll enter the

Kingdom of Swaziland to meet the people and enjoy more game
watching.  Zululand is also on the itinerary, with its historical sites
and unique entertainment traditions. You’ll be driven through the
Valley of a Thousand Hills to East London and take the famous
Outeniqua Choo-Ttoe train from Knysna to George.  You’ll visit the
Addo Elephant National Park and traverse the Little Karoo Desert –
flanked by great mountain ranges – to see the Cango Caves.  You’ll
travel in a luxury air-conditioned coach, you’ll stay in lovely proper-
ties ranging from good hotels to charming chalets, you’ll enjoy a
wide variety of entertainment and you’ll enjoy South Africa’s deli-
cious cuisine and wines and you’ll be escorted all the way by Satour-
accredited guides.  Here at The Travel Society we know South Africa
well … and we can’t
imagine a more compre-
hensive, in-depth and
fascinating tour of South
Africa.

Departures:  10 October 2008,  6  March & 16 October 2009

Your tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- First-class accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c coach
- Experienced Satour-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Most meals; breakfast, light lunch and dinner
- All transfers with full luggage service
- All sightseeing fees (with no hidden extras)
- All taxes

Now a 20-day tour at the same incredible price Spectacular South Africa ...

Prices are available from all major citiesPrices are available from all major cities
AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Vancouver: $5,248 pp/dbl.
Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa: $4,998 pp/dbl.
Calgary: $5,488 pp/dbl.
Single supplement: $1,448
Prices are subject to confirmation

Pre-tour - Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, 3 days $1,389 inc Air
Pre-tour - Victoria Falls and Chobe National Park, Botswana, 5 days $2,479 inc Air
Post-tour - Namibia & Etosha - Desert Wildlife Experience, 4 days $1,688 inc Air

THE WINES OF CHILE AND ARGENTINA
Departing:  11 Sept. 2008 

PRICES INCLUDINGAIR AND TAXES departing from:
Toronto, Montreal $7,680 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,940 pp/dbl
Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg $7,940 pp/dbl
Halifax $8,040 pp/dbl
Single supplement $950.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation
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We are offering a new 9-day tour to Mexico City and the Copper Canyon.  The Copper
Canyon is four times larger than the Grand Canyon, and you’ll enjoy a journey that is
considered by many to be the world’s most exciting train trip, with its 87 tunnels, 39
bridges and uncountable spectacular views.   You’ll meet the people, stay in unique
accommodations and explore the present and the past in this astonishing region.

Your tour includes:
- All air on Mexicana/Air Canada 
- Canadian domestic air 
- Bilingual guides
- 8 nights’ first-class accommodation
- All transfers, baggage handling & tips
- Meals as per the itinerary
- All train trips and tours as per the itinerary
- All taxes

Air-inclusive prices: Toronto $3,760 pp/dbl
Ottawa $3,830 pp/dbl Montreal $3,760 pp/dbl
Vancouver $3,994 pp/dbl Calgary $3,994 pp/dbl
Halifax $4,196 pp/dbl Winnipeg $3,994 pp/dbl
Single supplement $798 (Sharing can be arranged.)      Prices are subject to confirmation 

New itinerary!New itinerary!Copper Canyon and Mexico City
Departing: 6 June, 4 July, 12 Sept., 10 & 31 Oct., 14 & 28 Nov., and in 2009

Now  23  days
departing: 6 October 2008, 9 March & 28 Sept. 2009

India’s Golden Triangle

India is one of the world’s greatest travel destinations.  But unless you’re a young back-
packer, a tour is the way to go!  And The Travel Society is offering the ultimate tour of
India’s fabled northwestern region known as The Golden Triangle. This tour will show

you all the highlights and more, including camel and elephant rides … guaranteed to give
wonderful photographs!  You’ll start your tour in Mumbai (once known as Bombay) where
you’ll visit Dhobi Ghat, the Gateway of India, Marine Drive, the Hanging Gardens, Jain
Temple and the Prince of Wales Museum.  There will be free time also, perhaps for a little
shopping, before you fly to Udaipur, home of the Maharna City Palace, the Jagdish Temple,
Garden of Maidens and so many other sites.  And here you’ll dine in the spectacular 250-
year-old Lake Palace that seems to float on an island on Lake Pichola.

A drive to Mount Abu, a beautiful hill resort, comes next, followed by fabled Ranakpur,
home of the beautiful Ranakpur Temples.  Ancient Jodhpur is next on the itinerary, then it’s
on to the pilgrimage city of Pushkar with its temple dedicated to Lord Brahma.  It’s in
Pushkar that, if you wish, you will take a camel ride into the sand dunes.  The famous Pink
City – Jaipur – the capital of Rajasthan comes next and you will spend two nights there, with
days full of exciting sightseeing and an excursion to the Amber Fort by elephant.  Jaipur is
also famous for its bazaar full of wonderful gifts … and of course you’ll spend time there.

Agra is the home of the Taj Mahal and so, of course, it’s on our itinerary too.  You’ll
have an early night and leave before dawn to watch the beautiful Taj revealed by the rising
sun. Then it’s on to Jhansi by the famous Shatabdi Express train – an incredible excursion.
You’ll be met by your bus there and driven on to Khajuraho, site of the World Heritage
Temples – the eternal images of love.  Varansi has been requested by many of our members
and we’ve arranged for this destination to come next.  You’ll never forget your early-morn-
ing boat ride on the River Ganges here, nor the narrow by-lanes of this, one of the most
ancient living cities.  Your last destination is Delhi, reached by air to allow for plenty of time
to see the sights and do some last-minute shopping.  

Throughout this trip you will stay in first-class hotels; travel in de luxe a/c, fully-
equipped coaches and enjoy wonderful meals, banquets and entertainment.  Many days will
be full, but there’s plenty of free time too.  Haven’t you always wanted to visit India?  Make
2008 the year!  Twenty-three days!  A life-time time of memories!  Come with The Travel
Society and enjoy the best of Rajasthan with fellow members!

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES: 
- 23 Days -

Toronto $6,889.00 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $7,369.00 pp/dbl
Halifax $7,369.00 pp/dbl
Single supplement $1,559 (Sharing can be
arranged.)       
Prices are subject to confirmation

No charge 

London  stopover

Your tour includes:
- All international flights with British 
Airways

- Domestic flights
- Deluxe a/c coach transportation
- Shatabdi Train Fare
- State transport taxes
- All taxes and meals
- English-speaking guides and escort
- All entrance fees
- Elephant ride and Camel safari
- Baggage handling
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YOUR DISCOUNT VOUCHER FOR 
RENEWALS, GIFTS AND NEW MEMBERSHIPS

Address for NEW or GIFT membership only
name:______________________________________
address: ___________________________________
town: __________________________ prov: _______
postal code: _____________ tel:________________
gift message: _______________________________ 
___________________________________________

Send to: The Travel Society
218-1033 Bay St Toronto ON Canada M5S 3A5

Fax: 416 926 0222 e-mail: brit@thetravelsociety.com
Publications Mail Agreement: # 40063904 & # 09925 

Don’t  let  my  membership  run  out  ...
please:    RENEW  MY  MEMBERSHIP ____

or START A NEW MEMBERSHIP ____
or SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP  ____

check  your  discount  choice,  we  will  extend  
your  membership  from  the  expiry  date:

____ 3  years for $110.00
(a 21% saving off the regular $140.00)                    

____ 2  years for $79.50
(a 16% saving off the regular $95.00)

____ 1  year for $44.00
(a 10% saving off the regular $49.00)

All prices include GST.
____ my cheque is enclosed, or charge my:

____ VISA ____ Mastercard 
card #: ______________________________
expiry: ____________ tel:_______________
signature: ___________________________

I agree to pay The Travel Society the above amount in accordance with the card issuer agreement. 

~ tours for members and their friends.

It is one of the cradles of civilization and one of the most wonderful countries on the
planet.  Here are fabled cities, unique landscapes, incomparable historic sites and calm,

friendly people who are eager to show that their land is, indeed, both historic and modern.
Ann Wallace, our editor, has travelled extensively in Turkey and always returns claiming

it is one of her favourite destinations.  So now we have organized a luxurious tour of Turkey
exclusively for Travel Society members.  We have combined our extensive knowledge with
careful research to ensure you see the very best that Turkey has to offer. You’ll stay in first-
class historic or very specialized hotels, travel in a 40-seat air-conditioned luxury bus, enjoy
cruises on private boats, sample fine food and be entertained by cultural performances.  And
the itinerary?  Magical Istanbul (plenty of time there); Ankara, home of one of the world’s
finest museums; the unique ‘geological poem’ called Kapadokya (or Cappadoccia);  mysteri-
ous and lovely ruins such as Aphrodisias, Pergamum and, of course, Ephesus; the fabled and
beautiful Aegean coast; the peaceful Princes Isles in the Sea of Marmara and so much more.

Ann says, “This is the most perfect tour of Turkey imaginable; you will have an unfor-
gettable time … and such a small group, too!  Sign up now!”

A Traveller’s Turkey

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES:  22 Days
Toronto $5,684.00 pp/dbl Ottawa         $5,794.00 pp/dbl
Montreal $5,684.00 pp/dbl Vancouver $5,898.00 pp/dbl
Calgary $5,898.00 pp/dbl     Winnipeg $5,994.00 pp/dbl
Halifax $5,994.00 pp/dbl
Single supplement $750 (Sharing can be arranged.)   Prices are subject to confirmation

Limited to 20 
Members

Your tour includes:
- Round trip transatlantic flights with 

Air Canada/Lufthansa/British Airways
- All domestic flights
- 20 nights’ accommodation
- All meals as per itinerary
- All domestic transportation 
- 40 seat air conditioned luxury bus
- Admission to all sites
- An English-speaking guide/director 

and a Travel Society host
- All taxes

22 Days, departing: 9 September 2008

Some of the tours we are developing for our members:
Costa Rica
Tanzania
Australia & New Zealand

Egypt
Chile & Argentina
China Yangtze - incl. Guilin

Please get in touch at 416 926 2500 ex. 25 or 1 877 926 2500 ex. 25.  
We will be happy to provide further details.

Europe
Morocco & Tunisia
Viet Nam & Malaysia

NEW
LOWER 

PRICES




