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story and photos by Ann Wallace

Blink and you might miss it!  Even if you do find
yourself on the rutted laneway that leads to All
Saints Church, Tudeley, in England's pleasant

southeast county of Kent, it is unlikely you will be over-
ly impressed with the unremarkable, disproportionate
church that comes into view. Yet this little church is
unique and beloved by many.  

Enter the porch, turn the latch, push the heavy oak
door and pass through the dark entrance into the interior.
It is only then that you will understand why this is such a
special place.  Pools of light - predominantly blue and
gold, flecked with crimson and green - shimmer on the
ancient flagstones.  Look up, and then around, and around
some more.  It is the stained glass windows on every side

of this church that make it so unique and they are, quite
literally, breathtaking.  For All Saints Church, Tudeley, is
the only church in the world whose windows have all -
twelve in total - been created by Marc Chagall.  It's an
inspiring story of love, loss and art.

But to explain the presence of the windows, it is nec-
essary to look briefly at Tudeley's history.  Until 1849
there had been no large landowner resident in this tiny
village.  But in that year, Somerhill, a Jacobean mansion
and the most important house in the neighborhood, was
purchased by Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid.  The years passed
and the wealthy Goldsmid family acquired land, expand-
ed their estate and started to take a philanthropic interest
in the affairs of Tudeley.  This interest, however, did not
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particularly include the little Anglican Church since the
Goldsmid family was Jewish.  However, all that was to
change in the last century when the incumbent squire of
Somerhill - Sir Henry Goldsmid - married an Anglican.
Sir Henry kept his Jewish faith, but Lady Rosemary
d'Avigdor-Goldsmid and their two daughters - Sarah and
Chloé - worshipped at the village church.  Theirs was no
doubt a charmed, art-filled life.  In 1961, Sarah and her
mother visited an exhibition at the Louvre in Paris where
glass windows designed by Chagall for the synagogue of
the Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem were on dis-
play.  Both women were enraptured.

But tragedy was waiting in the wings.  Two years
later, at the tender age of 21, Sarah and two friends were
drowned in a sailing accident off the south coast of
England.  Grief stricken, but with a lasting memorial to
their daughter on his mind, Sir Henry remembered
Sarah's admiration of Chagall and approached the artist
with a request.  Would he accept a commission to design
a memorial window for All Saints Church?  Chagall hes-
itated.  In spite of the fact that he was in his eighties, he
was a busy man, he had never worked in England and -
as a Jew himself - he had no experience of what might be
expected and acceptable in an Anglican church.

Nonetheless, Chagall had always been interested in
Christian motifs and stories and eventually he agreed to
the commission. Tiny Tudeley was set on the road to
artistic fame.

In the winter of 1965 Lady d'Avigdor-Goldsmid met
Chagall in Paris to discuss the commission.  His design
was approved and Charles Marq of Atelier Jacques
Simon in Reims translated the piece into glass, as he had
done with the synagogue windows.  Eventually two
workmen were sent to England in the fall of 1967 to
install the glass in a newly-designed window space above
the altar.  The window was unveiled in a dedication cer-
emony in December of that year, but this unveiling was
only the beginning.  Chagall had noticed that the church
possessed eleven more windows, seven of which were of
plain glass and four of coloured glass. If suitable arrange-
ments could be made for the removal and re-installation
elsewhere of the existing coloured glass (descendents of
their creator still lived in the parish!) then Chagall was
prepared to create designs for all the windows.  Thus it
was that, after much local debate and controversy and
many delays, All Saints Church Tudeley became the
home of twelve exquisite stained glass windows designed
by Marc Chagall, the only church in the world to be so
honoured.

Yes they are indeed all beautiful windows, but it is
the memorial window above the altar that is the most
compelling.  Predominantly blue, a colour representing
love that Chagall loved to use, it depicts the tragedy that

(right) All Saints Church,
Tudeley, from the east, 

showing the position of the 
Memorial Window

(below) Marc Chagall's signature
in one of the south wall windows



In all Chagall's works there is a deep personal
involvement with his themes.  He did not attend a syna-
gogue, nor a church, yet he regarded the Bible as a great
source of poetry and angels were, indeed, real to him.  He
created figures, both human and animal, that, flying free
of earth, appear to defy gravity.  It is understandable,
therefore, that the Christian story of resurrection could
easily be embraced by Chagall in his work.  

A painter all his life, Chagall did not embrace the
medium of glass until he was in his seventies.  Perhaps he
was fascinated by the idea, but the knowledge that he
could not create glass works alone held him back.
Perhaps, as a lover of colour and well aware of what his
palette could create, it seemed strange that his chosen
hues would be selected from a rack of glass.  But Chagall
had found a skilled craftsman in Charles Marq and it was
Marq who interpreted all Chagall's final designs - or
maquettes - into glass, preserving in every piece the
artist's individual vision.

Back in the mists of history, Tudeley was once
declared to be "not worth a visit."  No more! It is report-
ed that, upon seeing his first Tudeley window in the 1967
dedication ceremony, Chagall declared "C'est mag-
nifique."  No doubt every visitor to All Saints Tudeley
since that day has agreed.  
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inspired it.  In the lower section, Sarah is rocked in the
dark indigo waves, while a figure representing all who
knew her mourns.  Her mother is here too, beside a ghost-
like Sarah and her surviving sister who is more substan-
tially rendered.  Observers' eyes are drawn upwards as the
blue lightens to become the sky.  Sarah can be seen again,
offered up by the sea and then on a horse - a symbol of
happiness for Chagall - being carried towards a ladder.
Sarah ascends the ladder as the blue is broken by the glo-
ries of gold; while angels and a crucified yet triumphant
Christ await her at the window's apex.  The suffering,
grief and fragility of life shown in the lower panels
become the absolutes of love and resurrection in the
upper sections.   If you visit on a sunny morning, as well
as enjoying the glory of the window, you will notice the
light pouring through the glass casts swirls of dreamlike
colour onto the marbled ceiling.

Of course each of the other eleven windows is a work
of art in its own right.  They tell the Biblical stories of
creation and re-creation and reveal the artist's delight in
the natural world and all living creatures.  Here are angels
and Adam and Eve, the moon and sun, branches and
leaves, doves and ducks, fish and butterflies, Chagall's
favourite animal - the ass - and even a 'portrait' of the
artist himself.  

(left) One of the two golden windows, representing joy
and hope, surmounted with four narrow windows which

appear to be candles lighting the way to heaven.

(below) The three-lancet Creation window includes
more signs of hope and life: a green leaf, a tiny ass, 

an angel and a crescent moon
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If you'd like to go …

The church is open to visitors Monday to Saturday from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. in summer and from 9 a.m. to dusk in
winter.  On Sunday, doors open at noon when visitors are
welcome to join the church service.  To help meet the
costs of maintaining this unique building, a donation of
£2 is requested of all visitors.  Postcards and an interest-
ing selection of books and pamphlets are available in the
church. www.tudeley.org/tudeley.html

Tudeley (toodle-ee), Kent, is situated 65 km south of
London, just off the A21 road near Tonbridge.  There are
detailed road directions on the website.  If you are not
driving, you can reach Tonbridge by train from London's
Charing Cross Station.  There are trains approximately
every 20 minutes and the journey takes 45 minutes.
There are usually taxis waiting at Tonbridge station for
the 2½ mile drive to Tudeley Village.  If not, call Castle
Cars from the station at 01732 363 637 and one will soon
arrive.  

But why not consider basing yourself in this beauti-
ful region for a longer stay?  Known as the Heart of Kent,
the area offers over 270 hotels, inns, B&Bs and self-
catering properties, many in country houses or converted
barns or even traditional Kentish oast houses.  You can

choose to stay in the countryside or in one of the region's
major towns: Ashford, Maidstone, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Cranbrook, Sevenoaks or Tonbridge.  All are his-
toric and full of charm and activities.  The region is also
renowned for its picturesque villages, castles, stately
homes and famous gardens.  For lots of information log
onto www.visitheartofkent.com. 

(right) Duke of York  pub in the old town 
of Royal Tunbridge Wells

(below) In the pedestrian lanes of 
Royal Tunbridge Wells



16 www.thetravelsociety.com

O What is a freighter cruise?
Freighters are one of the lifelines of the world economy, but
of the approximately 29,000 large ocean-going ships in the
world, only about 1% carry both passengers and cargo.  It's
a special niche servicing those travellers with the time and
temperament to sail long itineraries - from a few weeks to
several months - and who don't mind doing without the
amenities of a modern cruise ship.  There are no variety
shows on a freighter!

O What are the ships like?
Working ships that set aside cabins for passengers fall into
three basic groups. Container ships carry shipping contain-
ers stacked like so many building blocks on their immense
decks. They account for the bulk of ocean-going trade today.
General cargo ships that are used to transport large or
unwieldy goods. You may be sailing with some luxury
yachts sitting on the deck.  And, finally, there are supply
and mail ships that regularly travel to isolated coastal com-
munities and islands.

O How large are the freighters?
To-day's container ships range from 20,000 tons to over
100,000 tons or, when expressed in container capacity,
between 2,000 and over 10,000 TEUs (twenty-foot equiva-
lent units).  General cargo ships are approximately 20,000 to
40,000 tons while supply ships vary depending on the size
of the ports they are servicing.

O What flags do they fly?
Many freighters fly "flags of convenience", meaning that the
vessel is one where the nationality of the owners is different
from the country of registration. Today, more than half of
the world's merchant ships are registered under the so-called
flags of convenience, more commonly referred to as "open
registries".   Most ships available for passengers do not
include the flag in their data unless it is specifically request-
ed.  But they do show the nationality of the owners or man-
agers, as well as the senior offices and crew members and
the charterer for whom the ship is running its operation.

O How safe are the ships?
Every ship is supervised during its construction and checked

and tested for seaworthiness throughout its life by a classifi-
cation society.  These societies include the Lloyd Register
(LR), the American Bureau of Shipping (AB), Germanisher
Lloyd (GL),  Bureau Veritas (BV) and Norske Veritas (NV).
The initials of the Society responsible for the ship appear on
the hull as part of the Plimsoll mark.  The Plimsoll mark, or
line, indicates the depth to which the ship can be safely
loaded during various seasons and in various locales.  Port
authorities on every voyage ensure the ship's compliance
with this law and with respect of the security of people
aboard and the cargo.

O What about pirates?
Piracy has been with us through the ages of shipping, but to-
day it is confined to a few specific regions.  Pirates usually
do not target large and fast ships and the smaller expedition
mail and coastal ships offered to Maris passengers operate
outside the known dangerous areas. The International
Maritime Organization (the United Nations specialized
agency responsible for maritime safety) monitors, investi-
gates and reports on all piracy incidents.  Their website is
www.imo.org.

O How many passengers do the freighters carry?
Usually up to 12, but in many cases not more than four or
five.

O What will my fellow passengers be like?
They are often quite affluent, but unpretentious, preferring
the quiet life aboard a freighter to the extravagant amenities
and glitzy entertainment on cruise ships.  You may find that
some passengers are, or have been, small-yacht sailors who
now feel a bit too elderly to undertake the rigours of sailing
alone, or wish to visit far-away ports.  

O Which language is spoken on board?
English is the lingua franca of all freighters.  Officers and
crew use their own languages amongst themselves but will
always address the passengers in English.

O How do passengers spend their time aboard?
Relaxing and watching the sea pass by (of course!), reading,
writing, playing games, watching movies, using individual

IS A FREIGHTER CRUISE
RIGHT FOR YOU?

Freighter cruises have long been popular among keen travellers without time constraints.
But if you are considering this mode of travel for the first time you probably have some

questions.  Here, with the aid of Maris Freighter and Specialty Cruises and the Freighter
Travel Club International, we try to answer some of those questions.

O O O O O O O O O O
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computers, drawing and painting, visiting the officers on the
bridge, taking photographs (especially in the ports), plan-
ning port visits, and, of course, socializing with the group
during happy hour and meals. 

O What is the accommodation like?
Passenger cabins are located on the upper decks and have
the same facilities as officers' cabins, including en-suite
bathrooms and air-conditioning.  They are usually more spa-
cious than cabins on the average cruise ship.  Some provide
additional amentities such as a mini fridge and TV/DVD and
CD players.  Cabins are cleaned and linens are changed by
the steward at times that vary with the ship.  Front and aft-
facing cabins may have their views obstructed by the con-
tainers stowed on the deck.  Usually passengers and officers
share the dining room, lounges with TV and libraries, exer-
cise room, saunas, swimming pool and other facilities.  Self-
service laundry facilities are available. Deck space can be
limited, but there is always room for the deck chairs. 

O What are the meal arrangements?
Passengers share meals with the captain and officers at set
times. They are included in the cruise price.  Complimentary
wine is offered on many ships and the pantry is usually open
for light snacks. Complicated dietary needs cannot be met
but most chefs will try to prepare an alternative if the menu
of the day is not to someone's liking.  Dining rooms are nor-
mally smoke-free, but the lounge/bar may not be. There may
be a small onboard shop selling basic toiletries, beverages
and cigarettes. Bars are usually self-sevice with accounts
settled with cash in US dollars or euros.

O What about tipping?
Tipping is at the passenger's discretion and is limited to the
cabin and dining room stewards (often the same person)
who will share it with the chef.  A guideline is to allow
between $3 and $5 per day, per person.

O Do freighters have telephone, fax and e-mail con-
nections?
Yes, they do, but they are satellite connections and telephone
and fax fees can be as high as $5 per minute.  Internet is not
available, but e-mail can be arranged with the Captain free
of charge.

O What about electricity?
Electricity is 220V/50 cycles.  A two-prong round adapter
and converter are needed for North American applicances.

O Do the ships have stabilizers?
Freighters run deep in the water, which slows their motion
in rough seas, thus serving them better than any stabilizer.
However, even in calm weather, expect a gentle roll.  Most
passengers adapt very quickly to this movement.

O What clothing should I bring?
Bear in mind that weather can change during any voyage;
take layers of practical clothing, good footwear suitable for
deck walks and trips ashore and a hat that can be fastened

onto your head.  Old, dark coloured clothing is a good idea,
as work is constantly underway on board: washing, painting,
greasing etc. Eventually these can be donated as cleaning
rags to the oilers in the engine room, leaving luggage space
for your shopping. Two suitcases per person are allowed.
Arrangements can also be made to transport larger items,
such as your car.

O What about passport, visa and medical matters?
Passports must be valid for at least six months beyond your
anticipated return date and all necessary visas must be
obtained before departure.  Vaccinations may also be neces-
sary; these vary from time to time and for different parts of
the world.  A doctor is required on board when the passen-
ger group exceeds 12.  For smaller groups there is no doctor
and all passengers must ensure that they are fit to travel.  A
medical questionnaire must be completed and signed by
your physician and International Health and Accident
Insurance is mandatory.  Trip Cancellation and Interruption
Insurance is not required, but is highly recommended.
There may be elevators on board, but passengers who
require an elevator and who are not fully mobile cannot be
accepted.

O What services are available in port?
You will not be met by a large tour bus or by a lady holding
a pink umbrella in the air!  The Captain, officers and port
agents may be able to offer some advice about shore visits,
but don't count on this.  It's best to be well-informed about
your ports of call and what you want to see.  Average port
time is one day; longer for general cargo ships and those
ports lacking modern facilities, and less for mail and coastal
ships making frequent calls.  Vessels dock at terminals
which are often outside the centre of town, so passengers
usually have to take a taxi.  However, you'll usually find
your fellow passengers heading in the same directions, so
sharing is easily arranged.

O Do itineraries change?  And do I have to pay extra
if the voyage takes longer?
Yes, ports of embarkation and debarkation, as well as the
itinerary, may change so passengers are advised to keep this
in mind when budgeting and making pre-and post-freighter
travel arrangements.  It is recommended that you plan to
arrive at or near your embarkation port a day or two ahead
of time, when you can contact the port agent to verify the
vessel’s arrival, its location in the port and your boarding
time. Unless otherwise stipulated, there is no extra charge
for an extended voyage, nor refunds for shortened ones. AW

This article was compiled with the assistance of Maris
Freighter & Specialty Cruises (since 1993) and Freighter
Travel Club Int'l (since 1958).  They are freighter specialists
located in Montreal as well as Champlain, New York.  To
investigate freighter cruising farther, log on to
www.freightercruises.com or call 1 800 99-MARIS.  
Happy sailing!
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t r a v e l  d i g e s t

Y BRITAIN
Visit London has launched an excellent guide to more than
800 accessible hotel rooms in the capital. The innovative
online guide provides detailed and comprehensive informa-
tion on 114 hotels in the capital.  It is based on an inde-
pendent audit of every hotel and describes the visit from
arrival by car or public transport to reception, the restaurant,
other public areas and the rooms and bathrooms. The guide
also notes services such as low-level counters, hearing
induction loops, facilities for visually-impaired guests and
adjoining rooms for carers.  Photographs for routes through
each hotel are featured. They show, for example, how to get
from the car park to reception, or from reception to the
rooms or the restaurant. Alongside the photographs are
details of surfaces, distances, light levels, signage and door
widths. Visitors can search for a hotel by general area (north,
south, east, west and central London), by postcode or by
hotel name, or search for specific facilities and services.
The London Development Agency sponsored the research
and Carolyn Smith, LDA's director of visitor economy, says:
"As host of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic
Games, we want London to be a truly accessible city, and to
provide complete reassurance to our disabled visitors. The
best way to do this is to give them a completely objective
assessment of facilities which leaves nothing to chance and
makes their visit as stress-free as possible."
Website: www.visitlondon.com/accessible

Y If you're planning a December visit to London here are
some dates you might like to make a note of.  Every year
since 1947, the people of Norway have given the people of
London a Christmas tree in gratitude for Britain's support
for Norway during World War II.  The tree is displayed in
Trafalgar Square in the heart of London.  On Thursday 4
December, the choir of St. Martin-in-the-Fields will lead
the carol singing at the official lighting of the tree. From 5
December to Christmas, more than 40 groups of carol
singers from across the country will take turns singing by
the tree to raise money for charity. On 7 December there will
be a torchlight procession at 5.20 p.m from the steps of St
Martin-in-the-Fields to Trafalgar Square for the blessing of
the nativity crib and carols with the St Martin-in-the-Fields
choir and the Salvation Army Band, followed by a service in
the church at 6.30 p.m.  The tree is always a Norwegian
spruce, over 20 metres high and 50-60 years old.  It is select-
ed from forests near Oslo many months, even years, in
advance.  The Norwegian foresters who look after it
describe it fondly as 'the queen of the forest'.  It is brought
to the UK by sea, and put up in Trafalgar Square by a spe-
cialist rigging team using a hydraulic crane.  It is decorated
with energy-efficient light bulbs and stays in the square until
just before the Twelfth Night of Christmas (5 January) when
it is taken down for recycling as compost. The 18th century
church of St Martin-in-the-Fields has recently been refur-

bished. Its adult choir, in which all the singers are volun-
teers, sings to a high professional standard.  For more details
visit www.smith.org and
www.london.gov.uk/trafalgarsquare/events/xmas.jsp

Y Still in London, here's a unique shopping tip. The
London Silver Vaults hold the largest single collection of
silver for sale in the world.  For over 50 years the vaults have
been open to the public, and they are a popular and unusual
venue for Christmas shopping.  There is a large variety of
silver for sale within the vaulted walls, from 17th century to
modern classic pieces, from a champagne swizzle-stick to a
full-size silver armchair.  There are more than 30 dealers in
the vaults and all are family-run businesses with generations
of experience.  Each dealer has a speciality and each is high-
ly competitive.  Prices are lower than in most other locations
in the UK.  Some dealers also sell jewellery and watches.
The vaults are below ground and were built in 1876 to offer
strong-room facilities for the safeguarding of silver, jew-
ellery and private documents for London's rich and famous.
Over time, a number of London's leading silver dealers
found the Vaults a secure place from which to do business.
Although some of the old Victorian vaults survive, the build-
ing was redeveloped after WWII, and the Silver Vaults as
they are known today opened in 1953.  Located in Chancery
Lane, they are in the same historic area as the Law Courts,
Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese Inn (one of London's oldest pubs,
frequented by 18th century writers Johnson and Boswell) and
St Paul's Cathedral.  The London Silver Vaults are open for
business Monday to Friday 9 - 5 and on Saturday mornings
9 - 1.  Visit www.thesilvervaults.com or call [011 44] 2072
423 844 for more information.

Y CARRIBEAN REGION
A recent Caribbean Travel Conference held in Toronto indi-
cated that the islands are looking to Canadians to shore up
the coming season in light of the US credit crunch and the
failure of XL in the UK.  Transat Holidays, Nolitours, Air
Canada Vacations and Sunwing are just a few of the compa-
nies increasing capacity to the islands in the hope that
finances in Canada do not run into too many problems.  But
all this could mean lower prices for Canadians, so keep on
eye on your favourite websites for well-priced, last-minute
sun getaways.

Y GERMANY
Germany is famous for its Christmas markets but neverthe-
less it comes as a surprise to learn that there are over 2,500
of them throughout the country, many in medieval cities and
castles.  They make Germany a sought-after destination dur-
ing December, and details of the markets can be found at
www.cometogermany.com.  This website also has many
winter deals and packages that are worth checking out.
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t r a v e l  d i g e s t

Y GUATEMALA
Guatemala-based Viaventure reports that it has a number of
trips that highlight areas of sustainable development.
Among them are day trips to such development projects as
reforestation programmes, textile co-operatives and weav-
ing workshops, micro-credit repayment meetings and small
business development. Other tours available from the com-
pany include bird-watching tours, a hike up a volcano, jun-
gle treks and a manatee tour. As well, Viaventure says its
clients can "stay in hotels with an excellent track record of
sustainable tourism practices" and "get their hands dirty"
when visiting development projects. The company currently
supports a number of charities in Guatemala, Belize and
Honduras, including some that work with children.  For
more information visit www.viaventure.com, or call 416
561 8243 for their literature.

Y HONG KONG
Looking ahead to next year, if you have Hong Kong in your
plans you may like to check out the renowned Hong Kong
Arts Festival, a winter-to-spring highlight of the region's

calendar.  In 2009 the Festival will be celebrating its 37th

year with three operas - including Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk;
ballet by the National Ballet of China and the English
National Ballet companies; orchestras from cities such as
Chicago, Berlin, Amsterdam and theatre offerings from
world-renowned writers such as Shaw, Kafka and Eugene
O'Neill. A variety of tour operators will be offering Hong
Kong (and beyond) packages to co-incide with this festival.
Check with your travel agent or visit www.DiscoverHong-
Kong.com/canada or contact the Hong Kong Tourism
Board in Toronto at 416 366 2389 or 1 800 563 4582.

Y ITALY
Transat Holidays has announced its Italian programme for
next year and flights to Rome, Venice and Milan from
Toronto are already available for booking.  Flights will be
available between April and October and there are some
introductory fares: from $439 plus $359 taxes pp round trip
to Rome, and an additional $50 (but taxes remain the same)
for Venice and Milan.   www.transatholidays.com 

Y It's not too late to book a winter river cruise in Europe at
a discount. GLP Worldwide Expedition Travel and Tours,
which represents AMA Waterways (formerly Amadeus
Waterways) is offering savings of $500 per person (or
$1,000 for two people sharing a cabin) on some of their win-
ter cruises. There are late-November and December depar-
tures of their Christmas Time Cruise (2 nights in Prague fol-
lowed by a 7-night Nuremberg-Budapest cruise) and two
December departures of their Christmas Wonderland Cruise
(7 nights Amsterdam-Trier cruise highlighted by visits to
Christmas markets along the way in Nuremberg, Vienna,
Budapest, Cologne and other cities).  AMA's four river ves-
sels carry 148 passengers.  For more information visit
www.europeanwaterways.ca or www.glpworldwide.com
or call 1 866 760 1987 for a brochure.

Y If you are having thoughts of a European river cruise in
2009 you may like to know that Scenic Tours are offering a
substantial cabin upgrade on their 11-day Moselle and Rhine
tours during 2009.  The trip, with two departures in June and
two in September, includes three nights in Paris (with
accommodation in the Scribe Hotel and a day-long sightsee-
ing tour) and 7 nights aboard, travelling to some of the most
scenic spots in Germany.  This offer means that those who
book a D category standard cabin will be upgraded to a B
cabin which is 200 square feet and includes Scenic's most

c r u i s e  n e w s

welcome furnished balcony.  Scenic's river cruise ships
accommodate only 169 passengers.  Included in all cruises
are the shore excursions, all tips and regional wines with
lunch and dinner.  This offer represents a saving of $1,120
per couple.  For details visit www.scenictours.com or call 1
866 689 8611 for a brochure and for reservations see your
travel agent. Bookings should be made before 15 December.

www.
thetravelsociety.com

Our website is fully operational.  

We always want to improve it and 

welcome your input. 

You can renew your

subscription on-line too!
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Y Changes are afoot at VIA Rail.  Commencing 2
December this year, VIA will be implementing a new and
improved timetable for the Canadian's journey across
Canada.  This new schedule will provide extra daylight
hours through the Rockies and better 'anchor' times at major
stations.  Passengers on the westbound train will have time
during the 4-hour stop to go on a Winnipeg city tour, and the
1½ hour stop in Jasper gives just enough time for a walking
tour of the town for a little shopping or just a chance to
breath the fresh mountain air.  On the eastbound train, the
early morning arrival in Saskatoon will provide time to visit
the city and the early morning arrival in Toronto will great-
ly facilitate connections with VIA services on to Montreal,
Ottawa and Windsor.  And looking ahead to next summer (1
June - 21 October 2009), there will be a luxurious ‘Romance
by Rail’ Concierge Service available in Silver and Blue
class aboard the Canadian between Vancouver and Jasper.
Two bedrooms will convert into one spacious suite with two
washrooms and - at night - a queen-size bed.  There will be
flowers, a bottle of sparkling wine, complimentary bar serv-
ice, ensuite meal service if you wish, ‘his’ and ‘hers’
bathrobes, a trove of keepsakes to take home and personal-
ized attention from attendants.  Also next summer (from 15

June to 18 October) VIA will be offering their popular
‘Maritime Learning Experience’ for the fourth year.  Aboard
the Ocean between Montreal and Halifax travellers can
become immersed in the Maritimes, learning some of its his-
tory and tasting its wines.  It’s a great experience which
we’ve written about in these pages a few years ago. Full
details of all these fuel-efficient journeys and more at
www.viarail.ca or call 1 888 VIA-RAIL.

Y The new 2009 Rocky Mountaineer Vacations brochure
has been released with a special early bird offer for trav-
ellers who book their vacation by 15 January 2009.  When
booking a minimum 6-night vacation package in GoldLeaf
Service with Fairmont deluxe accommodation, guests
receive a Fairmont Hotels & Resorts gift card worth up to
$600 per couple. The gift card may be used for any pur-
chases billed to the guest room or amenities such as dining,
shopping or spa treatments.  Vacation options include the
Classic Rail Circle, a 6-night, 7-day journey through
Canada's West onboard the Whistler Mountaineer.  Another
option is the Canadian Rockies Escape, a 7-night, 8-day
journey onboard two Rocky Mountaineer rail routes through
the Canadian Rockies to the resort towns of Jasper, Banff
and Lake Louise.  The Rocky Mountaineer operates on three
different routes between Vancouver or Whistler to Jasper
and Banff and on to Calgary.  The Early Booking Bonus is
applicable to qualifying packages of 6 nights or more
departing during the 2009 summer season from May until
October.  In addition, guests have the option to book in
GoldLeaf Service, without Fairmont accommodation, and
receive a $400 gift card per couple.  Details at www.rocky-
mountaineer.com.

Enjoy these wonderful, environmentally-friendly Canadian
train journeys yourselves but don't forget to tell your friends
and relatives overseas … Canadian train trips are renowned
beyond our shores so maybe "next year will be the year!" for
many - Ed.

Here are a couple of nice offers for a luxurious winter
getaway from two big hotel groups:

Y Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide has launched a
‘Better Tomorrows’ promotion - for every night guests stay
with Starwood through March 31, 2009, they will receive
the next night at 50% off.  The offer is valid for stays at near-
ly 500 W, Westin, Le Méridien, Sheraton, Four Points by
Sheraton, Aloft, Element and The Luxury Collection hotels
in Canada, the US and the Caribbean. With 'Better
Tomorrows', a two-day New York City weekend escape at
the luxurious W New York, for example, averages US$598,
compared to US$798. 
http://www.starwoodpromos.com/bettertomorrows.

h o t e l  h a p p e n i n g s
Y Fairmont Hotels & Resorts also have a winter promo-

tion under the title ‘Only One Way Winter’.  Guests can
choose between rates offering savings up to 20%, or receive
a free night when booking the best available rate for three
nights or more for getaways between 3 November and 15
April next year.  In addition, double airline miles can be
earned on a variety of airline partners including Aeroplan.
The participating hotels can be found across Canada from
Vancouver and Whistler to St. Andrews-by-the-Sea in New
Brunswick. U.S. destinations include Chicago and
Washington (where rates start at $155) and there are also
several international properties, including Acapulco,
Mexico.  For details visit www.fairmont.com/winter, call 1
800 830 1411 or consult your travel agent

VIA’s Concierge Service aboard 
the ‘Canadian’ between Vancouver and Jasper.
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Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office.      

China Yangtze, Guilin
Spectacular

It is vast, fascinating and mysterious and it has beckoned travellers
from the west for centuries.  Mention it to avid travellers and they
are sure to say, “Yes, I hope to visit China one day.”  And what

would they choose to experience?  A cruise on the mighty Yangtze
River (now in the process of  changing for ever); a look at the work-
in-progress on the massive Three Gorges Dam; a walk on the ancient
Great Wall; time in mysterious Guilin; views of charming villages,
lush terraced hillsides and magnificent mountain peaks; visits to the great cities of Shanghai and Beijing; a trip to
view one of the world’s greatest archaeological finds … the 6,000 terra-cotta warriors at Xi’an; scenes of palaces,
pagodas, pavilions and pandas; tastes of Peking duck and Chinese banquets and so much more.  So how do you
choose?  When you decide on The Travel Society’s tour there’s no need to choose because all these highlights are
included.  Yes, in these remarkable 18 days you’ll stay in Beijing; you’ll take a 4-day first-class cruise on the Yangtze

with many shore excursions; you’ll fly to see those centuries-old terra-cotta war-
riors in Xi’an; you’ll visit bustling Chongqing and see its pandas; stay in
Hangzhou and travel into the hills covered with tea plantations; explore the exqui-
site gardens of Suzhou, and visit Nanjing and Wuzhen. And you’ll have time to
explore spectacular Shanghai. Throughout the trip you’ll see magnificent archi-
tecture, you’ll be entertained at cultural events, you’ll join your hosts at a variety
of banquets, you’ll have time to shop, and you’ll marvel at some of the most won-
derful scenery on earth, all in the company of English-speaking guides.  You’ll
travel by plane, by luxury bus, cruise ship and river boat.  Many of our members
have told us it’s an experience of a lifetime … and all at an amazing price!

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Vancouver $4,145 pp/dbl Victoria $4,195 pp/dbl
Calgary $4,420 pp/dbl Edmonton $4,420 pp/dbl
Saskatoon/Regina $4,590 pp/dbl Winnipeg $4,590 pp/dbl
Toronto $4,490 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,490 pp/dbl
Montreal $4,490 pp/dbl St. John’s $4,850 pp/dbl
Halifax/Quebec $4,850 pp/dbl London $4,850 pp/dbl
Single supplement $1,195 (Sharing can be arranged.)
Taxes and visas extra.  Prices are subject to confirmation

~ tours for members and their friends.

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip transpacific air fares on Japan 
Airlines or Air Canada

- Chinese domestic airfares
- Canadian domestic airfares
- First-class hotel accommodation
- First-class 4 days/3 nights Yangtze River 

cruise aboard a deluxe cruise ship
- All transfers
- Daily sightseeing
- Three meals daily
- 2 Western-style dinners.
- Special banquets in Hangzhou, Xi’an and Beijing
- Evening cultural shows
- Fully escorted by English/Chinese-speaking tour guide
- English-speaking local guides
- Free time in Beijing & Shanghai

Ann Wallace took the China trip and her 14-page, illustrated account is available.
Send $5 with your address for a copy.

Departing: 6 April & 21 Sept 2009

ADD-ON HONG KONG
4 days/3 nights $1,288 pp/dbl
Single supplement $544

ADD-ON BANGKOK
4 days/3 nights $1,185 pp/dbl
Single supplement $350

ADD-ON TOKYO
4 days/3 nights $1,375 pp/dbl
Single supplement $299

ADD-ON KYOTO
4 days/3 nights $1,450 pp/dbl
Single supplement $325

from $4,145 for 18 days! 
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A new tour



We are offering a new 9-day tour to Mexico City and the Copper Canyon. The Copper Canyon is four times larger than the
Grand Canyon, and you’ll enjoy a journey that is considered by many to be the world’s most exciting train trip, with its 87

tunnels, 39 bridges and uncountable spectacular views. You’ll meet the people, stay in 
unique accommodations and explore the present and the past in this astonishing region. Your tour includes:

- All air on Mexicana/Air Canada 
- Canadian domestic air 
- Bilingual guides
- 8 nights’ first-class accommodation
- All transfers, baggage handling & tips
- Meals as per the itinerary
- All train trips and tours as per the itinerary
- All taxes

Copper Canyon and Mexico City

www.thetravelsociety.com22

~ tours for members and their friends.

Toronto $3,760 pp/dbl Ottawa $3,830 pp/dbl
Montreal $3,760 pp/dbl Vancouver $3,994 pp/dbl
Calgary $3,994 pp/dbl Halifax $4,196 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $3,994 pp/dbl
Single supplement $798 (Sharing can be arranged.) Prices are subject to confirmation 

Air-inclusive prices:

Departures:  6  Mar.  and 16 Oct .  2009

Your tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- First-class accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c coach
- Experienced Satour-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Most meals; breakfast, light lunch and dinner
- All transfers with full luggage service
- All sightseeing fees (with no hidden extras)
- All taxes

Now a 20-day tour at the same incredible price

Spectacular

South Africa ...

Come with The Travel Society to a land of wonder … on a South
African trip unlike any other.  Designed especially for our members,
this trip takes in all the highlights: Kruger National Park for game

watching, the famous Garden Route, the beautiful wine region of
Stellenbosch and the sights of incomparable Cape Town, including Cape
Point, Chapman’s Peak Drive and Robben Island.  But on our trip you will do
far more.  You will tour the Great scarpment of Eastern Transvaal – a place
so beautiful writers run out of adjectives – where you will visit God’s
Window, the Blyde see Johannesburg and be escorted to Soweto for lunch in
a Township house and jazz in a famous nightspot.  You’ll enter the Kingdom
of Swaziland to meet the people and enjoy more game watching.  Zululand is
also on the itinerary, with its historical sites and unique entertainment tradi-
tions. You’ll be driven through the Valley of a Thousand Hills to East London
and take the famous Outeniqua Choo-Ttoe train from Knysna to George.
You’ll visit the Addo Elephant National Park and traverse the Little Karoo
Desert – flanked by great mountain ranges – to see the Cango Caves.  You’ll
travel in a luxury air-conditioned coach, you’ll stay in lovely properties rang-
ing from good hotels to charming chalets, you’ll enjoy a wide variety of
entertainment and you’ll enjoy South Africa’s delicious cuisine and wines
and you’ll be escorted all the way by Satour-accredited guides.  Here at The
Travel Society we know South Africa well … and we can’t imagine a more
comprehensive, in-depth and fascinating tour of South Africa.

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Zimbabwe
3 days      $1,389 inc Air

Toronto               $7,680 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,940 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,680 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,940 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,940 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $7,940 pp/dbl
Halifax $8,040 pp/dbl
Single supplement $950.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Chobe Nat. Park &
Botswana   5 days   $2,479 inc Air

Post-tour - 
Namibia & Etosha Desert Wildlife
Exp.   4 days $1,688 inc Air

PRICES  INCLUDING -  AIR AND TAXES

No charge 
London stopover

nEW

ITINERARY!

Departing: 20 Jan, 10 & 24 Feb, 10 & 24 Mar, 7 & 21 April, 22 Sep, 20 Oct and 17 Nov 2009

South Africa & Shongololo Express Tour
We are finalizing the new itinerary for the Shongololo Express Tour with stays in

Cape Town and Johannesburg. Departures: March & October 2009 and March 2010.
Please call: 416 926 2500 x25 or 1 877 926 2500 x25 for full details



~ tours for members and their friends.

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 

Now  23  days
departing: 9 March & 28 Sept. 2009

India’s 
Golden Triangle

India is one of the world's greatest travel destinations.  But unless you're a young backpacker, a tour is the way to go!
And The Travel Society is offering the ultimate tour of India's fabled northwestern region known as The Golden
Triangle. This tour will show you all the highlights and more, including camel and elephant rides … guaranteed to

give wonderful photographs!  You'll start your tour in Mumbai (once known as Bombay) where you'll visit Dhobi Ghat,
the Gateway of India, Marine Drive, the Hanging Gardens, Jain Temple and the Prince of Wales Museum.  There will
be free time also, perhaps for a little shopping, before you fly to Udaipur, home of the Maharna City Palace, the Jagdish
Temple, Garden of Maidens and so many other sites.  And here you'll dine in the spectacular 250-year-old Lake Palace
that seems to float on an island on Lake Pichola.

Kumbhalgarth, with its impressive fort, is next on the itinerary, followed by a night in a beautiful hill resort near
Mount Abu with visits to the Jain Temples and Lake Nakki. Then you'll travel on to ancient Jodhpur, also known as Sun
City, for forts, palaces, museums and wonderful shopping in the Sardar Samond Market in the Old City.  Rajasthan's his-
toric city of Bikaner comes next, where tour participants will enjoy an evening walk, a relaxed night and a full day of
sightseeing.   The famous Pink City - Jaipur - the capital of Rajasthan comes next and you will spend two nights there,
with days full of exciting sightseeing and an excursion to the Amber Fort by elephant.  Jaipur is also famous for its
bazaar full of wonderful gifts … and of course you'll spend time there.

Agra is the home of the Taj Mahal and so, of course, it's on our itinerary too.  You'll
have an early night and leave before dawn to watch the beautiful Taj revealed by the ris-
ing sun. Then it's on to Gwalior and, a day later, Khajuraho via Jhansi, aboard the famous
Shatabdi Express train - an incredible excursion.  In Khajuraho you'll enjoy a full-day tour
of the World Heritage Temples - the eternal images of love.  Varansi has been requested
by many of our members and we've arranged for this destination to come next.  Here you'll
never forget your early-morning boat ride on the River Ganges, India's holiest river, nor
the narrow lanes of this, one of the most ancient living cities.  Your last destination is
Delhi, reached by air to allow plenty of time for a full day of sightseeing and do some last-
minute shopping.  

Throughout this trip you will stay in first-class hotels; travel in de luxe a/c, fully-equipped coaches and enjoy won-
derful meals, banquets and entertainment.  Many days will be full, but there's plenty of free time too.  Haven't you
always wanted to visit India?  Make 2008 the year!  Twenty-three days!  
A life-time time of memories!  Come with The Travel Society and enjoy
India's Golden Triangle with fellow members!

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES  - 23 Days -
Toronto $6,889.00 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $7,369.00 pp/dbl
Halifax $7,369.00 pp/dbl

Single supplement $1,559 (Sharing can be arranged.) Prices are subject to confirmation

No charge London stopover

Your tour includes:
- All international flights with 

British Airways
- Domestic flights
- Deluxe a/c coach transportation
- Shatabdi Train Fare
- State transport taxes
- All taxes and meals
- English-speaking guides and

escort
- All entrance fees
- Elephant ride and Camel safari
- Baggage handling
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YOUR DISCOUNT VOUCHER FOR 
RENEWALS, GIFTS AND NEW MEMBERSHIPS

Address for NEW or GIFT membership only
name:______________________________________
address: ___________________________________
town: __________________________ prov: _______
postal code: _____________ tel:________________
gift message: _______________________________ 
___________________________________________

Send to: The Travel Society
218-1033 Bay St Toronto ON Canada M5S 3A5

Fax: 416 926 0222 e-mail: brit@thetravelsociety.com
Publications Mail Agreement: # 40063904 & # 09925 

Don’t  let  my  membership  run  out  ...
please:    RENEW  MY  MEMBERSHIP ____

or START A NEW MEMBERSHIP ____
or SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP  ____

check  your  discount  choice,  we  will  extend  
your  membership  from  the  expiry  date:

____ 3  years for $110.00
(a 21% saving off the regular $140.00)                    

____ 2  years for $79.50
(a 16% saving off the regular $95.00)

____ 1  year for $44.00
(a 10% saving off the regular $49.00)

All prices include GST.
____ my cheque is enclosed, or charge my:

____ VISA ____ Mastercard 
card #: ______________________________
expiry: ____________ tel:_______________
signature: ___________________________

I agree to pay The Travel Society the above amount in accordance with the card issuer agreement. 

~ tours for members and their friends.

The Travel Society is proud to be able to offer its members an outstanding trip
to some of the world’s most spectacular destinations.  Who hasn’t dreamed

of cruising to the Galapagos Islands and seeing wildlife as Darwin witnessed it?
Think of the unique adventure you will enjoy, of the stories you will have to tell
and the photographs you will take!  You will spend a week aboard your first-class
20-passenger ship, taking daily shore excursions to a variety of the islands with
experienced naturalists in groups of no more than 10 people per guide.   You’ll
also visit other destinations in Ecuador, and then you can choose to enjoy the
exciting optional extensions: to Kapawi - a ecological lodge in the Amazon
and/or a visit Machu Picchu in Peru.  We’ll take care of all the travel details.  All
you have to do is enjoy!

PRICES INCLUDE AIR: Toronto $5,995.00 pp/dbl

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip international air 
- All domestic air transportation
- All accommodation
- First class Galapagos small

ship cruise
- All meals as per the itinerary
- Admissions to all sites 
- Expert Galapagos guides
- Transfers & baggage handling 
- All taxes

GREATADD-ONS, INCLUDING AIR:
Kapawi - from all departure points                             $1,680.00 pp/dbl
Machu Picchu                                                     from $1,996.00 pp/dbl
Prices are subject to confirmation

Galapagos Islands  
Cruise and 

Ecuador

Prices are available from all major cities

Small 

Ship

14 days departing: 4 Dec. 2008, 22 Jan, 26 Feb, 
26 Mar, 23 April and 10 Sept, 8 Oct and 12 Nov 2009

with options to Kapawi Lodge 

in the Amazon and 

Machu Picchu, Peru 

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 


