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It seems such a long time ago, now.  I'd moved to Canada,
but my parents in Germany were longing to see their
grandchildren.  I was happy to comply, but wanted to

make the most of the journey.  I loved the sea and wanted to
give my kids a chance to learn to do so too.  So I started to
look for a round-about way to get to Europe by sea.
(Another appealing factor was that in those days it was more
economical than flying.)  I found a Dutch grain ship going
from the Great Lakes to Rotterdam that had room for four
passengers.  Just right!  They seemed happy to fill their cab-
ins with one family, but when it came to filling out the forms
the bubble burst.  Our range of ages - 2, 3, 5 and 29, plus the
fact that I was pregnant - had them drop my application like
a hot potato!

However … I held onto my subscription for a publica-
tion about freighter travel called TRAVLTIPS and over the
years enjoyed reading many accounts of other people's
freighter journeys.  But the magazine stressed in each issue
the fact that passengers would not only have to be flexible
in regards to time commitments, but also be physically fit
and - drat it! - not over 80 years old.  Last spring it sudden-
ly hit me: "It's now or never!"  

Once in that mood, things started to roll and half a cen-
tury after my first attempt I was off, flying to London to
meet the three other passengers at the offices of the British
Andrew Weir Shipping Company.  My fellow travellers
were Henk from Holland, John from England and Hans
from Germany.  And then there was me, from Canada.  The
crew of 24 had names like Mikhail, Alexy, Igor, Yuriy,
Sergey and Oleg. They all spoke Russian, but came from
vastly different regions of the former USSR: Ukraine, the
Ural Mountains, Moscow, Valdivostok, Murmansk and
many places in between.  Most had been together for many
trips. "They're an excellent crew," an officer told me "all
hard workers who get along famously." Then there was
David the Captain to meet, plus David the Chief Engineer
and David the Purser. All were British, as were Ian and
Heather, our two cadets.  Yes, women are making inroads (or
making waves) on the high seas.  And our cooks were two
young Russian women - Jelana and Aysel - as were our stew-
ardesses Lyndmila, Svetlana and Natasha.

We were driven through the tunnel under the English
channel and, in a drizzle, on to Dunkirk, France, where we
boarded our ship, the Tikeibank along with its mixed cargo:

When the pier was too short, we used the rope ladder to
get on or off the ship.
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farm machinery, a bus, trucks, three yachts, sacks of flour,
concrete, fertilizer and more.  We watched more cargo get-
ting loaded at Le Havre and then set off in a straight line for
Panama, not expecting to see land for 16 days.  We didn't
even see another ship!

Time for a few words about the Tikeibank.  It is one of
four multipurpose cargo ships owned by Andrew Weir and
registered in the Isle of Man.  The ships were built in
Finland and have ice-breaker capabilities.  They follow each
other in approximately one month intervals from France
through the Panama Canal to Tahiti, New Zealand, New
Caledonia, Vanuatu, the Solomons, Papua New Guinea, the
Philippines, Malaysia. Singapore and back to Europe via the
Suez Canal.  The trip usually ends in Hamburg.  The itiner-
ary is not 'written in stone'; ports may be dropped or added
depending on cargo requirements.  On some islands several
ports are visited.  On average the trip takes 120 days. My
journey took 127. (That made me happy!) We were not
asked for more money to cover the extra days.  (That made
me even happier!)

The fare is between US$12,500 and $14,000, insurance
included, but over age 75 they ask for extra insurance, which
in my case was $1,500.  A waste of my money, but what can
one do?  The age limit with this line is 80.  The purser, David
Ball, took good care of his passengers.  The Captain, David
Ginder, never missed the get-together with his passengers in
the lounge every evening before dinner, answering our many
questions, as did all the officers whenever asked.  Even the
Russian crew, some of them not too fluent in English, sure
tried to communicate with us.  Drinks in the passenger
lounge are self-serve, signed for on the honour system and
paid for once a month.

We four passengers (but there is room aboard for
12) had very nice accommodations, five storeys
above sea level with two fair-sized portholes for
wave watching and 'head-sticking-out'. There were
some single cabins, but because we were so few we
were spoiled with our own double apartment each
with bedroom, living room, bath, fridge and coffee
maker.  All was nicely appointed and kept very clean
by the stewardesses, who also took turns serving our
meals. They were always friendly and willing to
teach us some Russian and happy to learn some
more phrases in English.  Everyone had a TV set in
their private living room on which to watch movies
from the library.  But there was no television recep-
tion.  Radio reception was also hit-and-miss.  We
learned important news via satellite once a day
through a little paper called Britain Today. But
that's what it was … British news. (The Russians

had their own news-sheet.)  We had a computer in the pas-
senger lounge to send and receive e-mails, but it was very
basic: no attachments, a 500 word limit and so on.  But I
made ample use of this e-mail opportunity to send messages
home almost daily, unless we hit a 'black hole' where no one
could send or receive.  I thought it kind of nice to know that
there are still spots on this planet where a person can truly
'get away from it all'.  

The food was plentiful and pleasing to the eye.  'My
three men' and I ate with the officers.  Although the two
cooks were Russian it was mostly British-style fare, served
on white linen with the serviettes folded artistically.  I call
myself a health-food nut and often found the meals a tad too
rich.  So after a while I tended to cut out the full mid-day
meal, picking and choosing a few items to 'take out'.  There
was always plenty of healthy stuff to choose from.  But the
pastry chef, Aysel, created masterpieces for deserts.  I tried
to eat them with my eyes only, to the delight of one of 'my
men' who would take my portion to his cabin "for later"!
There were also fruit baskets in each cabin and the contents
were replenished frequently.  I'm happy report that by the
end of the trip I hadn't gained any extra weight.

We usually stayed in ports for two or three days, a few
times for five.  While cargo was loaded or unloaded some
sailors worked while others went to see the sights, as we
passengers did.  We usually shared taxis and if the driver
seemed to be a knowledgeable guide we would often hire
him to give us a tour.  After that, we would strike out on our
own, not necessarily together as we had different interests.
But we definitely had one thing in common:  a love of the
sea.  We didn't get sea-sick and we didn't get sick of each
other either. 

Now back to the trip itself.  After our ocean crossing we
had to wait for passage through the Panama Canal in 42°C

Our vessel, the TIKEIBANK
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heat without a breeze.  And then this passage through the
famous canal turned out to be the one and only disappoint-
ment of the whole journey.  Well informed of its history and
looking forward to seeing everything, I felt cheated when,
without fanfare, I found myself on the Pacific the next
morning.  We had been cleared to go through when most on
the Tikeibank were fast asleep.  (Now I feel I have to go
back to Panama!)

But the weather on the Pacific side was lovely, like
spring. Soon we were passing close to the Galapagos
Islands off the coast of Ecuador where the temperature is
tempered by the Humboldt Current flowing up from
Antarctica.

By the time we reached lovely, flower-laden Tahiti we
had not set foot on land for 29 days.  I imagine that being at
sea that long is not everyone's cup-of-tea, but I found it very
relaxing.  There was no rush to do anything, there was fit-
ness equipment on board that I made use of, plus 369 steps
to climb or the length of the ship to walk if one wished.  The
library was well stocked with informative booklets on
places we would visit and David, the purser, made print-
outs on his computer ahead of the next landfall.

On our trip there was no business to be done on Fiji, so
we carried on to Auckland, New Zealand.  Approaching
Auckland from the sea is a wonderful experience: green
hills, glittering blue sea and hundreds of white sails in front
of the city that hugs the shore is a sight to behold.  Once
docked we didn't need a taxi.  The city, and everything one
could wish for, is right there, including shopping.  But did I
go shopping?  Not right away … another adventure was
awaiting me.  Auckland is not called the city of sails for
nothing!  Before I really knew what I was doing I found

myself signed up for 'The Ultimate America's Cup
Experience' (as described in their brochure).  What
was I thinking?  Wasn't I on a ship all the time
already?  But this was a slim, two-masted sailing
yacht, especially built for the prestigious America's
Cup.  Together with 11 other sailing enthusiasts
from eight different countries we were soon slicing
through the whitecaps likes hundreds of other sail-
ing in the wide bay, spray flying under a blue sky.
Yahooo!

Among many other interesting features,
Auckland has a Sky City Tower, taller than the
Eiffel Tower.  Once you make it up there you can
walk on a floor of thick glass and look down past
your feet and see the city 328 metres below.  It
feels odd and slightly dizzying.  But even more
dizzying is seeing dare devils bungee jumping off
the tower.  I contemplated it, but 'nah', too expen-
sive was my lame excuse! 

All too soon we were off, heading for Noumea in New
Caledonia, a.k.a the 'land of everlasting spring'. This was a
former French penal colony.  The prisoners - some of them
artistically inclined, must have been delighted when they
realized they had landed in the most pleasant of climates
and, obviously, made the most of it.  The results are stun-
ning architecture, an exceptional city park with fountains
and ponds similar to those found in palace grounds through-
out Europe and a large chess board with oversized chess fig-
ures, moved around all day by eager players, all testifying
to the locals' talents and love and beauty.  Exotic flowers
grow here in abundance ... species that I had never seen
before.

Port Vila on Vanuatu appeared too touristy for me, but
at the miniscule port at Santo I enjoyed watching the smil-
ing shore hands, neat in their look-alike helmets and fluo-
rescent vests, yet working with heavy loads in bare feet!
Santo is most sailor-friendly, for at the end of the short
wharf is a tiny park with a clean, sandy beach where there's
neatly cut grass, well-tended flowerbeds, benches and, most
important of all, shade-giving trees.  In short, a little haven
for people of the sea.  I loved it, and I loved the local peo-
ple.  It was there that I met a friendly girl of 15 years whose
mother told her to show me to a lovely beach only locals
know of.

The second, and final, part of Margrit de Graff’s account of
her freighter cruise will appear in the next edition of The
Travel Society Magazine.  In this second account Margrit
tells us about visits to the Solomon Islands, the Philippines,
Papua New Guinea, Singapore, Malaysia, the Suez Canal
and ‘home’ to Germany. - Ed.

Charting the course. We  passengers were always welcome on
the bridge to ask questions and learn, except when a pilot was

guiding the ship in or out of the harbour.
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r i d i n g  t h e  r a i l s
Do you sometimes feel the pace of this world is too much to
bear?  Perhaps it's time to turn to train travel. Sure, you have
to fly to many of the departure points, but you can start your
"Train Trips to Take" list right here in Canada.  The Society
of International Railway Travellers (www.irtsociety.com)
has just announced its annual list of "The World's Top 25
Trains", and of the three winners in North America all three
are Canadian.  Here's the complete list of their top trains,
with their principal countries or areas of operation:

North America
VIA's Canadian (Canada)  
Royal Canadian Pacific (Canada)
Rocky Mountaineer (Canada)

South America
Andean Explorer (Peru)
Hiram Bingham (Peru)

Africa
Blue Train (South Africa)
Pride of Africa (Rovos Rail) (South Africa)

Asia/Indian Subcontinent
Palace on Wheels (India)
Eastern & Oriental Express (SE Asia)
Shangri-La Express (China/Tibet)
Toy Train on Darjeeling Himalayan Railway (India)
Deccan Odyssey (India)

Europe 
Danube Express (Central Europe, Turkey)
British Pullman (Great Britain)
El Transcantabrico (Spain)
Golden Eagle Trans-Siberian Express (Russia)
Venice Simplon-Orient-Express (Europe)
Glacier Express (Switzerland)
Bernina Express (Switzerland)
Royal Scotsman (Scotland)
Flam Railway (Norway)
Bergen Railway (Norway)

Y Transat Holidays’ new brochure detailing vacations in Italy, Spain and Green in 2009-2010 is very appealing.
On offer are City Packages, Two and Three-City Packages, Island Hopping itineraries, seaside vacations, cruises
and more.  Some of the packages include flights, accommodation, breakfast, transfers (and train travel between
cities where applicable), all well-priced and idea for those who wish to explore the cities of their choice alone.  Air
Transat routes from Toronto this year include Rome, Venice and Milan; Barcelona, Madrid and Malaga and Athens.
Car rentals are available and there are upgrades available for early bookings.  Ask your agent for the brochure or
visit www.transatholidays.com. 
Y As we go to press, news that Trafalgar Tours and Insight Vacations, in conjunction with British Airways, are
offering a 'Buy 1 get 1 Free' flight deal with the purchase of a tour.  Check each organization's website -
www.insightvacations.com and www.trafalgartours.com for vacation details.  Although these companies special-
ize in tours, they do also offer trips for independent travellers (four nights in London, three in Paris, for example, as
well as river cruises).  To take advantage of the BA deal trips must be booked before 28 February.

Tour Talk

"Down Under"
Ghan (Australia)
Indian Pacific (Australia)
Sunlander (Australia)

The two Norwegian routes are appearing on this list for the
first time this year.  The IRT notes that the Norwegian trains
are government-run, first-class (but not luxury) and the
trains do not bear individual names, but they do offer a win-
dow on some of the world's most magnificent scenery.  The
Flam Line is a steep mountain railway connecting a pristine
fjord at the tiny town of Flam with Myrdal, a stop on the
equally magnificent Oslo-Bergen Railway.

The Shongololo Express
It hasn't made the above list (perhaps the people who com-
pile the list haven't experienced it yet!) but The Travel
Society is delighted to be offering its members a trip on the
luxurious Shongololo Express through Southern Africa on
various tours. These tours have already been experienced by
some of our members and recounted in these pages (see
September 2006 & 2008) and we've had many enquiries
since.  It truly does sound like a train trip of a lifetime.
Passengers sleep and dine aboard, leaving the train every
day in air-conditioned mini-buses that accompany the train
on their own flat-bed.  Flights to remote areas are also part
of the tours.
Editor's note: Unfortunately I haven't been on this train,
but I and my husband have taken an extensive trip through
Namibia and can report it is a fascinating destination.  The
year was 1974 and we were living in Cape Town where we
heard about the Fish River Canyon, the Namib desert, the
Hoba Meteorite, the wonders of Etosha and so much more.
We made plans.  A well-travelled friend joined us from
England and the three of us set out in a camper van and with
tents to explore the highlights of this country.  Passing
through the gates of Etosha and straight into a seemingly
never-ending herd of zebras was something I'll never forget.
Nor our evenings around the campfire, listening to the lions
roar not far from us!  Now reading about the Shongololo
Express I want to go again … this time in luxury!
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After a member's account in our magazine and several enquiries about a trip on the Shongololo Express, The Travel
Society is delighted to offer this 20-day adventure.  The Shongololo Express is a luxurious train that travels from
Cape Town, through southern South Africa, to explore neighbouring Namibia.  Passengers eat and sleep aboard,

departing on a variety of days to explore nearby regions by air-conditioned mini-bus or by small aircraft.  The trip includes
tours of Cape Town and Cape Point, a visit to the Cape Winelands, a whale watching boat cruise from the delightful town of
Hermanus, passage over the Karoo Desert with a visit to the unique Karoo Desert National Botanical garden and a stay in
Augrabies National Park, home to the second largest waterfall in Africa.

The train then crosses into Namibia where more spectacular trips are on the agenda.  First stop is by the massive Fish
River Canyon and the aptly named Giant's Playground, where massive dolerite boulders lie jumbled on the land.  Cameras
will also be needed in the Quiver Tree Forest, where around 300 specimens of this prehistoric tree - Aloe dichotoma - can be
found.  The city of Windhoek is next on the itinerary, complete with tours and a variety of fascinating museum visits.  Then
it's on to Spitzkoppe - the 'Matterhorn of Namibia' - and the Cape Cross Seal Reserve near Henties Bay.  Swakopmund,
Namibia's charming favourite seaside resort on the West Coast isn't forgotten, of course, nor is Walvis Bay, home to a bustling
harbour as well as thousands of flamingoes.  First glance of the Namib Desert is one of life's highlights, and on this tour you'll
do it in style … from a light aircraft, which takes participants to their 4x4 vehicles awaiting them at Soussusvlei, where the
desert is its most stunning and its colours range from pale apricot to brick orange and deep red.  This day trip ends with more
sightseeing from the air as your plane soars over the Diamond Restricted Area and Conception Bay with its Cape Fur Seal
colonies and the shipwrecks.

Northern Namibia is full of more wonderful experiences.  Here you'll see the Hoba Meteorite, the largest known mete-
orite in the world, before visiting Grootfontein, Tsumeb and Lake Otjikoto.  Last, but by no means least because it's another
highlight among so many, the tour proceeds to Etosha National Park, one of Africa's major wildlife sanctuaries, where game
viewing takes place from air-conditioned vehicles and where you'll stay in a tented camp.  This truly is a trip of a lifetime.
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Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office.      

~ tours for members and their friends.

Departing: 10 October 2009, Spring & Fall 2010
20 days! Prices includE ALL Air & THE SHONGOLOLO �plus Package�

21

South Africa 
& Namibia - 
the Shongololo
Dune Safari

A NEW TOUR for 2009

Post-tour - 
Victoria Falls, Chobe Nat. Park & Botswana - 6 days   

$2,995 pp/dbl inc ALL Air & additional hotel

PRICES  INCLUDING ALL AIR AND TAXES
Toronto $10,465 pp/dbl Ottawa $10,665 pp/dbl
Montreal $10,465 pp/dbl Vancouver $10,665 pp/dbl
Calgary $10,765 pp/dbl Winnipeg $10,865 pp/dbl
Halifax $10,965 pp/dbl
Single $8,894 (Sharing can be arranged.)
Prices are subject to confirmation

Your tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- All domestic flights
- On-board train accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c Mercedes coaches
- A free choice of available land excursions
- Experienced SA Tourism-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Meals; breakfast and dinner, lunch available
- All transfers with full luggage service
- All taxes



Our Spectacular South Africa tour has been very popular, and has left
many of our members asking for more!  So now - in conjunction
with ever-popular Cyril Payle - we are delighted to offer a 21-day

Kalahari Safari.  Come with The Travel Society to explore vibrant
Johannesburg; calm and pretty Pretoria; 'over-the-top' Sun City; the many creatures of Pilanesberg Nature Reserve; the cultural expe-
rience at Lesedi; the 'Cradle of Humankind' valley; the astonishing Big Hole of Kimberley; the lush areas known as the Green
Kalahari; the Kgalagadi Transfrontier National Park on the border between South Africa, Namibia and Botswana; Augrabies
Waterfall - the second largest in Africa; the land of the Bushmen; the 'greatest' flower show on earth, in Namaqualand; the Cederberg
and Oliphants River Valleys; the Bushman Rock Art at the end of the Sevilla trail;  birdwatching on Bird Island in Lamberts Bay and
the lovely farms, plantations and villages of the Cape's west coast.  This is an 21-day tour, but if you wish to spend more days in
Cape Town at the end of your trip, we have a 4-day add-on touring Cape Town, the Cape Winelands and Cape Point.
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We are offering a new 9-day tour to Mexico City and the Copper Canyon. The Copper Canyon is four times larger than the
Grand Canyon, and you’ll enjoy a journey that is considered by many to be the world’s most exciting train trip, with its 87

tunnels, 39 bridges and uncountable spectacular views. You’ll meet the people, stay in 
unique accommodations and explore the present and the past in this astonishing region. Your tour includes:

- All air on Mexicana/Air Canada 
- Canadian domestic air 
- Bilingual guides
- 8 nights’ first-class accommodation
- All transfers, baggage handling & tips
- Meals as per the itinerary
- All train trips and tours as per the itinerary
- All taxes

Copper Canyon 
& Mexico City

~ tours for members and their friends.

Toronto $4,373 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,473 pp/dbl
Montreal $4,473 pp/dbl Vancouver $4,594 pp/dbl
Calgary $4,594 pp/dbl Halifax $4,694 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $4,594 pp/dbl
Single supplement $834 (Sharing can be arranged.) Prices are subject to confirmation 

Air-inclusive prices:

nEWITINERARY!

Departing: 10 & 24 Mar, 7 & 21 April, 22 Sep, 
20 Oct and 17 Nov 2009

Depart ing:  22 October 2009 & 21 January 2010

Your tour includes:
- Accommodation in charming guest houses, B&Bs, 

3-star hotels and chalets in the National Parks.
- Breakfasts, lunches and most dinners as indicated 

on the itinerary.
- Transportation in air-conditioned Mercedes vehicles
- Tours by professional guides.
- All admissions as listed.
- Transfers and porterage.
- All taxes

New 21-day tour at an incredible price

South Africa ... 
KALAHARI SAFARI

Toronto               $7,945 pp/dbl
Ottawa $8,190 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,945 pp/dbl
Vancouver $8,295 pp/dbl
Calgary $8,295 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $8,295 pp/dbl
Halifax $8,295 pp/dbl
Single supplement $950.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation

PRICES  INCLUDING ALL AIR AND TAXES

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Zimbabwe

3 days      $1,296 pp/dbl inc Air

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Chobe Nat. Park &

Botswana   5 days   $2,479 pp/dbl inc Air

Post-tour - 
Cape Town & The Cape -

4 days   $896 pp/dbl inc Air

A NEW TOUR for 2009
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You’ll have plenty of time
to explore Buenos Aires;

you’ll fly to the wineries of Mendoza; you’ll take an excursion to
Tupungato Mountain and Silver Range in the heart of the Andes
then travel on to Chile and explore Santiago; you’ll visit the
Colchagua Valley (one of the most fertile in Chile and dedicated
mostly to wine production) and be taken to the coast – observing
the spectacular, ever-changing landscape and vegetation – for a
tour of Valparaiso and Viña del Mar.  But that’s just the outline of

the tour!   Of course you’ll tour a variety of vineyards and enjoy
wine tastings; but you’ll also enjoy a tango evening and see Eva
Peron’s grave; you’ll visit soaring cathedrals, adobe style build-
ings and museums large and small, including renowned Colchagua
Museum.  You’ll cross the Inca Bridge on your way to Las Cuevas,
the last village in Argentina close to the border, where soars the
4,000 m. statue of Christ the Redeemer, symbol of friendship
between the two countries.   Every day will hold a new delight …
as well as fine accommodations and delicious food.  This is a won-
derful tour of these two fascinating countries.

~ tours for members and their friends.

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 
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THE WINES OF CHILE 
AND ARGENTINA
Departing: 26 Mar, 16 Apr, 21 May,
18 Jun, Sept, oct & nov 2009

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Vancouver: $6,961 pp/dbl.
Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa: $6,535 pp/dbl.
Calgary: $6,961 pp/dbl.
Single supplement: $2,333 pp/dbl.
Prices are subject to confirmation

Your tour includes:
- All air and land transportation.
- All transfers and baggage handling.
- All accommodation and meals as per the itinerary.
- All specified tours and excursions with English- speaking guides.
- All taxes.

Prices are available from all major citiesPrices are available from all major cities

Departures:  16 Oct .  2009 and February 2010

Your tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- First-class accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c coach
- Experienced SA Tourism-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Most meals; breakfast, light lunch and dinner
- All transfers with full luggage service
- All sightseeing fees (with no hidden extras)
- All taxes

Now a 20-day tour at the same incredible price

SPECTACULAR

South Africa ...

Come with The Travel Society to a land of wonder … on a South African trip
unlike any other.  Designed especially for our members, this trip takes in all the
highlights: Kruger National Park for game watching, the famous Garden Route,

the beautiful wine region of Stellenbosch and the sights of incomparable Cape Town,
including Cape Point, Chapman’s Peak Drive and Robben Island.  But on our trip you
will do far more.  You will tour the Great scarpment of Eastern Transvaal – a place so
beautiful writers run out of adjectives – where you will visit God’s Window, the Blyde
River Canyon and historical townslike Pilgrims Rest. You’ll see Johannesburg and be
escorted to Soweto for lunch in a Township house and jazz in a famous nightspot.
You’ll enter the Kingdom of Swaziland to meet the people and enjoy more game watch-
ing.  Zululand is also on the itinerary, with its historical sites and unique entertainment
traditions. You’ll be driven through the Valley of a Thousand Hills to East London and
you’ll visit the Addo Elephant National Park and traverse the Little Karoo Desert –
flanked by great mountain ranges – to see the Cango Caves.  You’ll travel in a luxury
air-conditioned coach, you’ll stay in lovely properties ranging from good hotels to
charming chalets, you’ll enjoy a wide variety of entertainment and you’ll enjoy South
Africa’s delicious cuisine and wines and you’ll be escorted all the way by SA Tourism-
accredited guides.  Here at The Travel Society we know South Africa well … and we
can’t imagine a more comprehensive, in-depth and fascinating tour of South Africa.

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Zimbabwe -  3 days    

$1,296 pp/dbl inc Air

Toronto               $7,680 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,940 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,680 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,940 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,940 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $7,940 pp/dbl
Halifax $8,040 pp/dbl
Single supplement $950.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Chobe Nat. Park & Botswana - 5 days

$2,479 pp/dbl inc Air

PRICES  INCLUDING AIR AND TAXES

No charge London stopover

nEWITINERARY!
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YOUR DISCOUNT VOUCHER FOR 
RENEWALS, GIFTS AND NEW MEMBERSHIPS

Address for NEW or GIFT membership only
name:______________________________________
address: ___________________________________
town: __________________________ prov: _______
postal code: _____________ tel:________________
gift message: _______________________________ 
___________________________________________

Send to: The Travel Society
218-1033 Bay St Toronto ON Canada M5S 3A5

Fax: 416 926 0222 e-mail: brit@thetravelsociety.com
Publications Mail Agreement: # 40063904 & # 09925 

Don’t  let  my  membership  run  out  ...
please:    RENEW  MY  MEMBERSHIP ____

or START A NEW MEMBERSHIP ____
or SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP  ____

check  your  discount  choice,  we  will  extend  
your  membership  from  the  expiry  date:

____ 3  years for $110.00
(a 21% saving off the regular $140.00)                    

____ 2  years for $79.50
(a 16% saving off the regular $95.00)

____ 1  year for $44.00
(a 10% saving off the regular $49.00)

All prices include GST.
____ my cheque is enclosed, or charge my:

____ VISA ____ Mastercard 
card #: ______________________________
expiry: ____________ tel:_______________
signature: ___________________________

I agree to pay The Travel Society the above amount in accordance with the card issuer agreement. 

~ tours for members and their friends.

The Travel Society is proud to be able to offer its members an outstanding trip
to some of the world’s most spectacular destinations.  Who hasn’t dreamed

of cruising to the Galapagos Islands and seeing wildlife as Darwin witnessed it?
Think of the unique adventure you will enjoy, of the stories you will have to tell
and the photographs you will take!  You will spend a week aboard your first-class
20-passenger ship, taking daily shore excursions to a variety of the islands with
experienced naturalists in groups of no more than 10 people per guide.   You’ll
also visit other destinations in Ecuador, and then you can choose to enjoy the
exciting optional extensions: to Kapawi - a ecological lodge in the Amazon
and/or a visit Machu Picchu in Peru.  We’ll take care of all the travel details.  All
you have to do is enjoy!

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip international air 
- All domestic air transportation
- All accommodation
- First class Galapagos small

ship cruise
- All meals as per the itinerary
- Admissions to all sites 
- Expert Galapagos guides
- Transfers & baggage handling 
- All taxes

Galapagos Islands  
Cruise and 

Ecuador

Small 

Ship

14 days departing: 20 Jan, 24 Feb, 
24 Mar, 21 April and 8 Sept, 6 Oct and 10 Nov 2009

with options to Kapawi Lodge 

in the Amazon and 

Machu Picchu, Peru 

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 

PRICES  INCLUDING AIR AND TAXES
Toronto $6,895.00 pp/dbl
Montreal & Ottawa    -  Please call for the current price
Vancouver & Calgary -  Please call for the current price 

GREATADD-ONS,  INCLUDING AIR
Kapawi ~ $1,864.00 pp/dbl Machu Picchu ~ $1,996.00 pp/dbl

Prices are subject to confirmation 


