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had done for eons.  I am glad I asked our young taxi driver
if he could take me to where the 'real Malaysia' could be
experienced, for he proudly did so.  He took me to his vil-
lage by the river with its rickety houses on stilts where I met
his wife and children.  I asked him how the locals liked all
the new developments.  "We don't," he responded, "but we
like the dollars!"

Christmas aboard, complete with decorations and a lit
tree, was fun.  Although the Russian officers didn't grow up
with big Christmas celebrations (their big event is New
Year) they sure liked turkey and Santa hats!  On that occa-
sion I danced nearly all night!  After every dance the offi-
cers would bend low, kiss my hand and say "Thank you very
much, you beautiful woman."  Although I knew vodka fired
their daring, and they didn't speak much English beyond
trade lingo, I also knew that such remarks wouldn't be
directed my way again at my age!

Soon we were pulling anchors and heading for
Singapore, an important port since colonial times.  Long in
British hands, its inhabitants received an unpleasant sur-
prise in 1942 when it was conquered and occupied by the
Japanese.  It is now an impressive City State of four million
people of all races, all living on very little land.  All the
buildings go up, up, up.  Discipline, tidiness and practicali-
ty here is absolutely amazing.  Singapore must be the clean-
est city in the world, I haven't seen a cleaner one, not even
in Europe.  "You must be joking - you are still smoking?"
proclaim signs, and to drop a cigarette butt carries a fine of
$50.

The busy Bintulu International Container Terminal had
woken us from the dream we had lived in for so long.  It
would linger for a bit, but we knew we would have to wake
up to our accustomed way of life very soon.  Singapore
drove this home.  There had not been one place I had been
intimidated by and I had never been afraid to walk alone.
But Singapore was different … I didn't want to tackle it by
myself.  So many people, such rushing, so much going on

Crossing the Suez Canal,  this beautiful bridge was
built by the Japanese to promote peace on both

sides of the canal.  So far that hasn’t worked so well.

and at such speed, nobody meandering, no one stopping to
chat.  It took my breath away, I was afraid of getting lost and
for once I found myself clinging to Henk or John.  When I
couldn't see one or the other I panicked, and when I spotted
one of them I trotted to catch up like a puppy dog!  But we
had fun.  We all went into the famous Raffles Hotel to have
a Singapore Sling (at $17.50 a glass!) and then were amazed
to see a bobsled run, slaloming through the trees down from
a mountain.  Yes, bobsleds with wheels, zipping down in
30° heat!  Yes, Singapore was fun.  I couldn't live there, but
I would like to go back for a few days to charge up my bat-
teries … but not alone!

After Singapore we headed up the west coast and into
Malaysia again.  At Port Klang we took a taxi to Kuala
Lumpur, about which I had heard so much.  At first glance
it's all glamour, glass and gold and silver and white marble.
But in the back streets it's stark poverty and crumbling
buildings.  

All too soon we were facing the home run, no going on
shore now until Hamburg.  But first there was the Red Sea,
and I was surprised how big it is with neither shore visible.
It started getting colder and by the time we entered the Suez
Canal we were facing a stiff, icy breeze.  But I wouldn't
leave the deck.  Contrary to what I'd heard, the Suez Canal
is not boring at all.  Granted, there is a lot of sand and,
unlike the Panama Canal, no locks to lift the ships, no trucks
on the shore pulling vessels along. But I wouldn't have
missed a minute.  The land on the Egyptian side is irrigated
and green and populated, with people within shouting range
at times.  It was fascinating.

In the Mediterranean, off the coast of Libya, we were
hit by the first really rough seas of the whole trip.  Quite a
lot of damage was done to the cargo and the ship and I
sported a few bruises from getting tossed about.  But I had
been waiting for this.  What is a sea journey without a good
storm to tell about?  In the North Sea we encountered more
bad weather.  But, after all, it was the end of January …
what could one expect?  Finally, it was up the Elbe River to
Hamburg, a leisurely trip and although it was cold my heart
felt warm, for I was coming home.  I'd grown up on the
Elbe, that's where I'd learned to swim, that's where my par-
ents had taught me to kayak.  I hadn't been on the river for
53 years and as it flowed by it flooded me with fond mem-
ories.

Would I do a journey like this again?  At the drop of a
hat!  I loved every aspect of it, to the very last second! 

I booked this trip through Travltips, a company that specialized
in freighter expeditions and unusual cruises. They can be con-
tacted by e-mail at info@travltips.com, www.travltips.com or call
1 800 872 8584.  Details of 'my' ship and its itineraries were
given in the February/March edition of this magazine, page 18.
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plays) and then the repertoire is varied.  Last year their
extended programme ranged from Greek tragedy to Cabaret.  

Approximate driving time from Toronto to both towns is
two hours, but the journey can take much longer during rush
hour and we advise planning your arrival well in advance of
curtain time.  There are various bus and shuttle services and
day tours available, all detailed in each festival's guidebook.  

To tempt you here's a brief look at some festival high-
lights in the coming season.  Theatrical history will be made
at the Shaw Festival this year with ten brilliant short plays
by Noël Coward presented together for the very first time.
Audiences can choose to see all the plays - collectively
called Tonight at 8:30 - in one day, over one week-end or
through the season. Jackie Maxwell, Artistic Director,
explains, "Each play is a brilliant jewel … the ten plays vary
hugely.  There are out-and-out comedies, heart-wrenching
dramas, fantasy musicals and historical tales.  Coward is a
brilliant miniaturist, a master storyteller, and any group of
these plays, seen together, is a truly satisfying evening at the
theatre.  The experience of seeing them in one fell swoop,
for those who are game, will be thrilling indeed."  Also on
Shaw's playbill this season are works by John Osborne,
Eugene O'Neill, Michael Tremblay, Stephen Sond-
heim/James Lapine, more of Noël Coward and, of course,
two plays by Shaw: The Devil's Disciple and In Good King
Charles's Golden Days.

Stratford
and 

Shaw …

E very year we remind readers of the excellent offer-
ings at Ontario's major theatre festivals - the Shaw
and the Stratford Shakespeare Festival - and give

contact details.  But as the theatre seasons are now approach-
ing, I thought a few more words on each might be of inter-
est, especially to our out-of-Ontario members.

The Stratford and Shaw Festivals are staged in the pret-
ty towns of Stratford and Niagara-on-the-Lake respectively.
Quite apart from excellent theatre, both destinations make
fine getaway destinations.  Although distinct, both festivals
share many facets: each offers a variety of plays, readings
and programmes on multiple stages from Spring to Fall and
the productions invariably earn excellent reviews both in
Canada and the United States.  Each festival invites visitors
on behind-the-scene tours; both towns offers a wide choice
of accommodation and both have excellent restaurants, bars
and some interesting shops.  And in both cases the sur-
rounding area holds much of interest too.  Each festival pro-
duces guide booklets that include details not only of the
plays but also give comprehensive details of where to stay
and eat and what else their regions offer.

The mandate of the Shaw Festival is to offer plays by
Shaw and his contemporaries, or plays set in Shaw’s time,
the only company in the world that specializes in such a
defined historical period.  Stratford presents "Shakespeare
for the 21st century" (usually four or more Shakespearean

Superb Theatre in 
Wonderful Settings 

Shakespeare in the park

story and photos by Ann Wallace



Three Sister, Phaèdre and others.
Stratford is not on a lake but is on a river -  the Avon,

just like its namesake in England - which again provides
delightful places for picnics.  Stratford has a long-held rep-
utation for fine food and there are many outstanding restau-
rants here.  Again the region offers a wide variety of unique
B&Bs, suites and inns, and there are also lots of motels and
'cookie-cutter' properties on the outskirts to accommodate
summer's many visitors.  As mentioned, each of the Festival
guides gives all the information you need to plan a great the-
atrical getaway and take advantage of the many packages
offered.
Main website for Shaw: www.shawfest.com or tel: 1 800
511 SHAW and request a guidebook.  
Some other useful sites: www.infoniagara.com, www.nia-
garaonthelake.com,  www.niagarawinefestival.com and
www.conservation-niagara.on.ca
Stratford's site is www.stratfordshakespearefestival.com,
tel: 1 800 567 1600.  They will make free accommodation
reservations for you.  And for more regional information
visit www.ontariotravel.net and click on 'Shakespeare
Country'.
Of course Stratford and Shaw aren’t the only theatres offer-
ing summer festivals.  For more theatre in Ontario visit
www.summertheatre.org

Niagara-on-the-Lake has a wide variety of accommoda-
tion, from the luxurious Vintage Hotel group (the Prince of
Wales, Queen's Landing and The Pillar and Post Hotels) and
the 'cool and trendy' Oban Inn to dozens of B&Bs.  There are
many fine restaurants too, as well as pretty lakeside places
for picnics and wineries offering tours, tastings and gift
shops.  And if you're new to the region, Niagara Falls is
about half-an-hour's drive away along the beautiful Niagara
Parkway.

The Shakespearean offerings at Stratford this year are
Macbeth, A Midsummer Night's Dream and Julius Caesar.
The season's big musical is West Side Story and the playbill
also inludes Cyrano de Bergerac, The Importance of Being
Earnest, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum,
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The Stratford Festival Theatre
(right)

Shaw ‘poses’ in Niagara-on-
the-Lake (below)

Romantic veiw of the Niagara River and 
Lake Ontario
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BRITAIN
Y How about up-staging your friends with this line,
"We're going to stay in Prince Charles's Welsh country
home!"?  Llwynywermod is a former 18th century coach-
house and farm near Llandovery in Carmarthenshire that
has been purchased by the Duchy of Cornwall estate and
renovated to become the first Welsh home for the Prince of
Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall.  The royal couple have
their quarters in the old coach-house and visitors are now
able to book the two neighbouring cottages when the royals
aren't at home.  The prince says the properties are "a tribute
to Welsh craftsmanship." They have stone floors, fireplaces,
shuttered windows, fully-equipped kitchens, modern appli-
ances and entertainment units and sustainable products have
been used in the construction, including sheep's wool insu-
lation and hemp plaster.  North Range Cottage sleeps six,
and West Range Cottage four.  Prices start at £550 per week
(£1 = approx. C$1.78), which includes towels and linen, toi-
letries, logs for the fire and a welcome pack.  But when you
check for these properties on line, you will also see at the
Duchy of Cornwall offers a wide variety of cottages in
Cornwall, Wales, Hereford and the Isles of Scilly.  I am
sure they are dependable.  Full details at www.duchyof-
cornwallholidaycottages.co.uk or call [011 44] 1579 346
473.  And while looking at these cottages, I followed various
links (including The Times Online) and found another site
for rental homes in Europe: www.yourholidaymatters.com
that looks very useful for those who like self-catering.
Y Garden lovers who will be in London on the week-end
of 13 and 14 June will be happy to know that over those two
days more than 170 of London's private gardens and squares
will be open to visitors.  It's the eleventh annual Open
Garden Squares Weekend, which includes historically
important gardens as well as contemporary and eco-friendly
spaces.  Gardens taking part include those at the British
Museum, Gray's Inn, Kensington Roof Gardens, Lambeth
Palace and even a trio of prisons!  One ticket (£6.75 in
advance or £8 on the week-end) allows entry to all venues
over the two days.  Tickets are available in advance early in
May by phone - [011 44] 2083 473 230 - or at the London
Visitor Centre on Lower Regent Street or from selected gar-
dens during the week-end. Website: www.opensquares.org.

CANADA
Y A party is planned in Atlantic Canada this summer and
everyone is invited.  Visit www.maxximvacations.com to
see what's in store and how you can enjoy packages to the
region at some great prices.  It doesn't take much to create a
party in the east and plans are afoot to celebrate Arctic
exploration, aviation, sailing, French culture, artists, musi-
cians, lobsters (of course!) and much more.  
Y   Or perhaps an east coast cruise appeals?  The itineraries
of Canadian Sailing Expeditions are available and can be
found at www.CanadianSailingExpeditions.com or call 1
877 429 9463.  Four, 7- and 10-day cruises are planned for

this summer (commencing 11 June and ending 3 October)
and include Halifax-Quebec, the Talls Ships Festival in
Halifax (when you’ll be docked in Halifax amidst the cele-
brations), and cruises to Newfoundland and Labrador.
Y Is there a book lover among your family or friends?  We
bet there is!  So if you live in southern Ontario, why not
treat them to a stay at the Keefer Mansion Inn in Thorold
(near St. Catharines, on the Niagara peninsula).  The deal?
For $354 two people will receive a one night stay, a three-
course dinner of local cuisine, continental breakfast AND a
$250 gift certificate to spend at the Book Depot (one of the
largest book stores in Canada) in St. Catharines.  Call 905
680 9581 or visit www.keefermansion.com for details of
this and many other packages.
Y If you like to plan your getaways around major exhibi-
tions, make a note of the major exhibitions at Toronto's
Royal Ontario Museum and Ottawa's National Art
Gallery this summer.  The former will be staging what it
calls "one of the most important exhibitions in the history of
the ROM" - Dead Sea Scrolls: Words that Changed the
World will be displayed from 27 June until 3 January next
year.  On display will be 16 authentic scrolls (eight for each
three-month period) and over 200 artifacts on loan from the
Israel Antiquities Authority.  Details at www.rom.on.ca.
The National Gallery's ‘world exclusive’ exhibition on
Renaissance Rome is entitled From Raphael to Carracci:
The Art of Papal Rome.  It will open on 29 May and contin-
ue until 7 September.  On display will be some 150 rare
works on loan from H.M. The Queen, the Vatican, the
Louvre, the Victoria and Albert, the Paul Getty Museum and
the National Art Gallery of London.  Artists represented
include Raphael, Michelangelo, Salviati, Vasari and Barocci
as well as some less-known, but nonetheless superb, artists.
Well worth the trip to Ottawa.  All details at www.gallery.ca

IRELAND
Many of you will have seen the print and TV advertisments
tempting you to the island of Ireland soon, where good
prices are promised in these recessionary times.  (And
Belfast has topped Frommer’s ‘Hot Spots for 2009’ list.)  As
contributors to this magazine have so often stressed, this
destination really does offer so much: luxury hotels and self-
catering cottages (not to mention the thousands of B&Bs!),
golf and riding, history and eco-tourism, wild scenery,
famous gardens and castles and hot-spot cities.  You can ‘go
it alone’ with a rental car or choose a tour.  (Canadian ope-
rators include Bonaventure, Cosmos, Globus, Insight,
Trafalgar and Transat.)  And if you can be in Galway, in the
west, on 23 May and during the following two weeks, you
can share in the excitment of the world’s premier yacht race
when the city plays host to the Volvo Ocean Race partici-
pants.  Call 1 800 SHAMROCK for literature, including a
fine Vacation Planner or visit some of these sites: www.dis-
coverireland.com, www.goodfoodireland.ie, www.ire-

t r a v e l  d i g e s t
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landhotels.com, www.irelandsbluebook.com (for Irish
country houses, historic hotels and restaurants),  www.tow-
nandcountry.ie (for B&Bs) and www.iscf.ie (for self-cater-
ing properties.  Once you start your research you’ll be spoilt
for choice ... nearly all of Ireland looks wonderful!

TURKEY
Peter Sommers Travel is a British company that offers tours
of Greece and Turkey: gulet cruises, archaeological and his-
torical explorations and lots more.  Peter has been in touch
with TTS and kindly offered members a 5% discount on all
their trips in the coming season.  His fine website is
www.petersommer.com but if you enter <Peter Sommers
Travels> in your search engine you will find other links and
testimonials.  If you would like to join one of these trips,
Peter can be contacted by e-mail at info@petersommer.com
or telephone at [011 44] 1600 888 220.  Don't forget to men-
tion you are a TTS member and discuss your discount!

U.S.A.
Y Although winter is fast disappearing, many of you may
still have Florida in your plans.  If so, do please call 1 800

274 5941 and request a copy of a really neat little
brochure/map entitled Been There Haven't Done That (or
look online at www.VISITFLORIDA.com/BeenThere).
Even if you're a regular Florida visitor you're sure to find
some tempting excursions" stay a night in a chickee hut in
Big Cypress Seminole Reserve, visit the Fruit and Spice
Park, learn about turtles at the Marathon Turtle Hospital,
take a swamp walk (probably better described as a 'wade')
and imagine you're The Orchid Thief, visit the Pelican Island
National Wildlife Refuge or the largest Japanese Garden
outside Japan.  These are just a few of the 1`05 ways you can
'spice-up' your Florida stay.
Y  A friendly group of tourism people from Colorado were
in Canada recently to promote visits to their state.  They
wanted to stress is Colorado is an all-season destination with
many 'green' initiatives.  Spring (for wildflowers) and Fall
(when the aspens turn golden) is a favourite time for many.
For lots of travel ideas, visit www.colorado.com or call 1
800 COLORADO for a comprehensive Official Vacation
Guide, a map and the brochure Colorado Scenic and
Historic Byways which, with its photographs and clear
maps, makes a driving tour of the state look very tempting.  

t r a v e l  d i g e s t

Y  AeroMexico has launched its first Canadian service from
Toronto (as of 3 March) and Montreal (as of 9 April).  The
Toronto service is daily, non-stop to Mexico City with connect-
ing service to 40 destinations throughout Mexico and to cities
in 12 other cities in Latin America, Europe and Asia, while the
Montreal service is twice-weekly.  The flights are conveniently
timed for same-day connections: departing Toronto 9 a.m.
(arriving Mexico City 1 p.m.) and departing Montreal 8:15 a.m.
(arriving MC 12:50 p.m.).  On the return, the Toronto flight
leaves MC 5:35 p.m. and the Montreal flight departs at 12.40
a.m.  (If you're on this late flight, don't forget you can spend the
evening enjoying dinner in the Hilton that is conveniently con-
nected to Mexico City airport by a short walkway.)  
Y  Between 15 May and 15 June, Air Canada will be expand-
ing its Calgary service with four new non-stop routes: to San
Diego, California; to London, Ontario; to Whitehorse, Yukon
and to Portland, Oregon. Details at www.aircanada.com.  
Y  Air Transat and Transat Holidays have many European
destinations on offer for the coming season: Italy, Spain,
Greece, Austria, France, Germany, Ireland, Netherlands and the
U.K. Choose from a variety of options from City Packages,
City Hopping, Go-As-You-Please, Excursions, Coach Tours
and more!  Taking Ireland as an example, your Go-As-You-
Please package includes roundtrip flight to Dublin, a Hertz car
rental, full breakfast daily and B&B accommodation vouchers
with a choice of nearly two thousand homes located around the
island.  Full details from your travel agent or visit
www.transatholidays.com and www.AirTransat.com.
Y  If Finland or Northern Europe is in your plans for this sum-
mer, Finnair has a promotion: 'Hot Summer Fares to Very Cool

Places'.  Roundtrip flights from Toronto to a variety of destina-
tions, including Helsinki, St. Petersburg, Moscow, Copenhagen,
Stockholm, Oslo, Amsterdam, Brussels, Frankfurt, Paris and
other destinations, are either $700 or $800, plus taxes.
Information at www.finnair.com/ca or 1 800 461 8651. 
Y  Icelandair have returned to Canada, with a flight schedule
out of Toronto between 1 April and 23 October and out of
Halifax from 4 June to 22 October.  The airline will be offering
a variety of 'explore Iceland' packages and can also carry trav-
ellers onward to over 20 destinations in Scandinavia, Britain
and Continental Europe.  The airline's up-graded class -
Economy Comfort - is offering savings until the end of May for
those considering a spring getaway.  Details at www.ice-
landair.ca or by calling 1 877 I-FLY-ICE.
Y  LAN Airlines is offering special fares from Toronto to a
variety of destinations in Argentina, Chile (including Easter
Island) and Uruguay.  They will be on sale for travel through 15
June 2009.  Information at www.LAN.com or consult your
travel agent. 
Y  WestJet, Air France and KLM have signed a memorandum
of understanding to build a new commercial relationship
between the three airlines. They plan to offer a codesharing
agreement in late 2009 or early 2010.  The agreement would
involve the Canadian gateways of Calgary, Montreal, Toronto
and Vancouver, where passengers of the three airlines would
connect with each other's networks.  
Y  May be useful: Aeroplan members can now use their points
in exchange for airport lounge privileges. Visit www.aero-
plan.com/myrewards



The Travel Society has a new offering: the Shongololo Good Hope Adventure train trip … a wonderful tour to the
highlights of South Africa in luxurious comfort.  You'll be met at Johnnesburg Airport and transferred directly to your
cabin on the train where you can unpack and relax or choose a 'pre-trip' activity.  In fact, 'choice' is an important fac-

tor of this tour for, as you travel from Johannesburg to Pretoria, Kruger National Park, Durban, Swaziland, Bloemfontein, Port
Elizabeth, Mossel Bay and, finally, to Cape Town, you'll have a wide choice of exciting activities to enjoy.  These 'activities'
fall broadly into four main categories: Nature & Wildlife, Culture & People, Highlights & Leisure and 'Special Activities'.
And most programmes are included when you travel with The Travel Society.  So whether this is your first or fifth visit to
South Africa, you can be sure of the highlights or new, special experiences.  And every night you will return to the comfort
of your train.

Nature and Wildlife experiences include a safari visit to famous Kruger National Park, a trip along the spectacular
Panorama Route to the Blyde River Canyon and God's Window, a visit to the Safari Lodge in Zululand, a hike in the Xumeni
Forst of the Drakensberg region, the Cango Caves, trips through scenic mountain passes, whale watching and so much more.
The Culture & People excursions include city tours (Pretoria, Johannesburg, Soweto, Durban, Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth
and Cape Town), trips into Swaziland, Shakaland and Zululand, an exploration of the Battlefields of the Boer Way and a visit
to the historic heart of the beautiful winelands around Stellenbosch.  

The 'Highlights and Leisure' component offers relaxing days on the train or the beach, enjoying the spectacular scenery
in comfort.  The perfect choice for those who love to travel but are not as mobile as they once were.   And the 'Special
Activities' are for the truly adventurous.  They include a trip to the 'Cradle of Humankind' caves, shark cage diving, whale
watching, a sunrise balloon experience, helicopter flights over Cape Town and the Cape Peninsula , a drive through the high
Sani Pass of Lesotho and so much more.   On these extraordinary train journeys you can choose to do as much or as  little 

as you like.  Contact us for the full itinerary and list of options and create the trip of a lifetime!

April 2009

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office.      

~ tours for members and their friends.

Departing: 9 November 2009, Spring & Fall 2010

20 days!
Prices includE ALL Air and THE SHONGOLOLO

�plus Package� with free choice 
of all land excursions

21

South Africa - 
the Shongololo
Good Hope Tour

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls, Chobe Nat. Park & Botswana - 6 days   

$2,495 pp/dbl inc ALL Air & additional hotel

PRICES  INCLUDING ALL AIR AND TAXES
Toronto $8,949 pp/dbl Ottawa $9,165 pp/dbl
Montreal $8,949 pp/dbl Vancouver $9,165 pp/dbl
Calgary $9,165 pp/dbl Winnipeg $9,165 pp/dbl
Halifax $9,165 pp/dbl
Single $8,894 (Sharing can be arranged.)
Prices are subject to confirmation

Your tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- All domestic flights
- On-board train accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c Mercedes coaches
- A free choice of available land excursions
- Experienced SA Tourism-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Meals; breakfast and dinner, lunch available
- All transfers with full luggage service
- Plus Package with Free choice of all Land Excusions
- All taxes

A NEW TOUR for 2009
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We are offering a new 9-day tour to Mexico City and the Copper Canyon. The Copper
Canyon is four times larger than the Grand Canyon, and you’ll enjoy a journey that is

considered by many to be the world’s most exciting train trip, with its 87 tunnels, 39 bridges and
uncountable spectacular views. You’ll meet the people, stay in unique accommodations and explore
the present and the past in this astonishing region.

www.thetravelsociety.com22

Our Spectacular South Africa tour has been very popular, and has left
many of our members asking for more!  So now - in conjunction
with ever-popular Cyril Payle - we are delighted to offer a 21-day

Kalahari Safari.  Come with The Travel Society to explore vibrant
Johannesburg; calm and pretty Pretoria; 'over-the-top' Sun City; the many creatures of Pilanesberg Nature Reserve; the cultural expe-
rience at Lesedi; the 'Cradle of Humankind' valley; the astonishing Big Hole of Kimberley; the lush areas known as the Green
Kalahari; the Kgalagadi Transfrontier National Park on the border between South Africa, Namibia and Botswana; Augrabies
Waterfall - the second largest in Africa; the land of the Bushmen; the 'greatest' flower show on earth, in Namaqualand; the Cederberg
and Oliphants River Valleys; the Bushman Rock Art at the end of the Sevilla trail;  birdwatching on Bird Island in Lamberts Bay and
the lovely farms, plantations and villages of the Cape's west coast.  This is an 21-day tour, but if you wish to spend more days in
Cape Town at the end of your trip, we have a 4-day add-on touring Cape Town, the Cape Winelands and Cape Point.

Your tour includes:
- All air on Mexicana/Air Canada 
- Canadian domestic air 
- Bilingual guides
- 8 nights’ first-class accommodation
- All transfers, baggage handling & tips
- Meals as per the itinerary
- All train trips and tours as per the itinerary
- All taxes

Copper Canyon 
& Mexico City

~ tours for members and their friends.

Toronto $4,295 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,395 pp/dbl
Montreal $4,395 pp/dbl Vancouver $4,495 pp/dbl
Calgary $4,495 pp/dbl Halifax $4,595 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $4,495 pp/dbl

Single supplement $799 (Sharing can be arranged.) 
Prices are subject to confirmation

Air-inclusive prices:

nEWITINERARY!

Departing: 7 & 21 April, 22 Sep, 20 Oct and 17 Nov 2009

Depart ing:  22 October 2009 & 21 January 2010

Your tour includes:
- Accommodation in charming guest houses, B&Bs, 

3-star hotels and chalets in the National Parks.
- Breakfasts, lunches and most dinners as indicated 

on the itinerary.
- Transportation in air-conditioned Mercedes vehicles
- Tours by professional guides.
- All admissions as listed.
- Transfers and porterage.
- All taxes

New 21-day tour at an incredible price

South Africa ... 
KALAHARI SAFARI

Toronto               $7,520 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,749 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,520 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,749 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,749 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $7,749 pp/dbl
Halifax $7,749 pp/dbl
Single supplement $780.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation

PRICES  INCLUDING ALL AIR AND TAXES

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Zimbabwe

3 days      $1,296 pp/dbl inc Air

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Chobe Nat. Park &

Botswana   6 days   $2,495 pp/dbl inc ALL Air

Post-tour - 
Cape Town & The Cape -

4 days   $896 pp/dbl inc Air

A NEW TOUR for 2009
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You’ll have plenty of time
to explore Buenos Aires;

you’ll fly to the wineries of Mendoza; you’ll take an excursion to
Tupungato Mountain and Silver Range in the heart of the Andes
then travel on to Chile and explore Santiago; you’ll visit the
Colchagua Valley (one of the most fertile in Chile and dedicated
mostly to wine production) and be taken to the coast – observing
the spectacular, ever-changing landscape and vegetation – for a
tour of Valparaiso and Viña del Mar.  But that’s just the outline of

the tour!   Of course you’ll tour a variety of vineyards and enjoy
wine tastings; but you’ll also enjoy a tango evening and see Eva
Peron’s grave; you’ll visit soaring cathedrals, adobe style build-
ings and museums large and small, including renowned Colchagua
Museum.  You’ll cross the Inca Bridge on your way to Las Cuevas,
the last village in Argentina close to the border, where soars the
4,000 m. statue of Christ the Redeemer, symbol of friendship
between the two countries.   Every day will hold a new delight …
as well as fine accommodations and delicious food.  This is a won-
derful tour of these two fascinating countries.

~ tours for members and their friends.

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 

April 2009

THE WINES OF CHILE 
AND ARGENTINA
Departing: 16 Apr, 21 May, 18 Jun,
Sept, oct and nov 2009

NEW!AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing: Your tour includes:
- All air and land transportation.
- All transfers and baggage handling.
- All accommodation and meals as per the itinerary.
- All specified tours and excursions with English- speaking guides.
- All taxes.

Prices are available from all major citiesPrices are available from all major cities

Departures:  16 Oct .  2009 and February 2010

Your tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- First-class accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c coach
- Experienced SA Tourism-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Most meals; breakfast, light lunch and dinner
- All transfers with full luggage service
- All sightseeing fees (with no hidden extras)
- All taxes

Now a 20-day tour at the same incredible price

SPECTACULAR

South Africa ...

Come with The Travel Society to a land of wonder … on a South African trip
unlike any other.  Designed especially for our members, this trip takes in all the
highlights: Kruger National Park for game watching, the famous Garden Route,

the beautiful wine region of Stellenbosch and the sights of incomparable Cape Town,
including Cape Point, Chapman’s Peak Drive and Robben Island.  But on our trip you
will do far more.  You will tour the Great scarpment of Eastern Transvaal – a place so
beautiful writers run out of adjectives – where you will visit God’s Window, the Blyde
River Canyon and historical townslike Pilgrims Rest. You’ll see Johannesburg and be
escorted to Soweto for lunch in a Township house and jazz in a famous nightspot.
You’ll enter the Kingdom of Swaziland to meet the people and enjoy more game watch-
ing.  Zululand is also on the itinerary, with its historical sites and unique entertainment
traditions. You’ll be driven through the Valley of a Thousand Hills to East London and
you’ll visit the Addo Elephant National Park and traverse the Little Karoo Desert –
flanked by great mountain ranges – to see the Cango Caves.  You’ll travel in a luxury
air-conditioned coach, you’ll stay in lovely properties ranging from good hotels to
charming chalets, you’ll enjoy a wide variety of entertainment and you’ll enjoy South
Africa’s delicious cuisine and wines and you’ll be escorted all the way by SA Tourism-
accredited guides.  Here at The Travel Society we know South Africa well … and we
can’t imagine a more comprehensive, in-depth and fascinating tour of South Africa.

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Zimbabwe -  3 days    

$1,296 pp/dbl inc Air

Toronto               $7,595 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,895 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,595 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,895 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,895 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $7,895 pp/dbl
Halifax $7,895 pp/dbl
Single supplement $849.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Chobe Nat. Park & Botswana - 6 days

$2,495 pp/dbl inc ALL Air

PRICES  INCLUDING AIR AND TAXES

No charge London stopover
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Vancouver: $6,849 pp/dbl.
Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa: $6,535 pp/dbl.
Calgary: $6,849 pp/dbl.
Single supplement: $2,199 pp/dbl.

Prices are subject to confirmation
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YOUR DISCOUNT VOUCHER FOR 
RENEWALS, GIFTS AND NEW MEMBERSHIPS

Address for NEW or GIFT membership only
name:______________________________________
address: ___________________________________
town: __________________________ prov: _______
postal code: _____________ tel:________________
gift message: _______________________________ 
___________________________________________

Send to: The Travel Society
218-1033 Bay St Toronto ON Canada M5S 3A5

Fax: 416 926 0222 e-mail: brit@thetravelsociety.com
Publications Mail Agreement: # 40063904 & # 09925 

Don’t  let  my  membership  run  out  ...
please:    RENEW  MY  MEMBERSHIP ____

or START A NEW MEMBERSHIP ____
or SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP  ____

check  your  discount  choice,  we  will  extend  
your  membership  from  the  expiry  date:

____ 3  years for $110.00
(a 21% saving off the regular $140.00)                    

____ 2  years for $79.50
(a 16% saving off the regular $95.00)

____ 1  year for $44.00
(a 10% saving off the regular $49.00)

All prices include GST.
____ my cheque is enclosed, or charge my:

____ VISA ____ Mastercard 
card #: ______________________________
expiry: ____________ tel:_______________
signature: ___________________________

I agree to pay The Travel Society the above amount in accordance with the card issuer agreement. 

~ tours for members and their friends.

The Travel Society is proud to be able to offer its members an outstanding trip
to some of the world’s most spectacular destinations.  Who hasn’t dreamed

of cruising to the Galapagos Islands and seeing wildlife as Darwin witnessed it?
Think of the unique adventure you will enjoy, of the stories you will have to tell
and the photographs you will take!  You will spend a week aboard your first-class
20-passenger ship, taking daily shore excursions to a variety of the islands with
experienced naturalists in groups of no more than 10 people per guide.   You’ll
also visit other destinations in Ecuador, and then you can choose to enjoy the
exciting optional extensions: to Kapawi - a ecological lodge in the Amazon
and/or a visit Machu Picchu in Peru.  We’ll take care of all the travel details.  All
you have to do is enjoy!

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip international air 
- All domestic air transportation
- All accommodation
- First class Galapagos small

ship cruise
- All meals as per the itinerary
- Admissions to all sites 
- Expert Galapagos guides
- Transfers & baggage handling 
- All taxes

Galapagos Islands  
Cruise and 

Ecuador

Small 
Ship

14 days departing: 21 April and 8 Sept, 6 Oct, 
10 Nov 2009, Spring & Fall 2010

with options to Kapawi Lodge 

in the Amazon and 

Machu Picchu, Peru 

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 

PRICES  INCLUDING AIR AND TAXES
Toronto $6,796.00 pp/dbl
Montreal & Ottawa    -  Please call for the current price
Vancouver & Calgary -  Please call for the current price 

GREATADD-ONS,  INCLUDING AIR
Kapawi ~ $1,864.00 pp/dbl Machu Picchu ~ $1,996.00 pp/dbl

Prices are subject to confirmation 

NEW!


