


























airline news

v Tempted by our South American stories in this
issue? If so, you may like to know that LAN Airlines
has special deals on its business class fares from
Toronto to Buenos Aires, Argentina; Santiago, Chile
and Lima, Peru if you purchase before 31 December
2009. Round trip flights to Argentina are from
C$#2,099, to Chile from C$3,099 and to Peru from
C$2,099, all plus taxes (approx. C$125) of course.
www.LAN.com or see your travel agent.

v/ Porter Airlines, operating out of Toronto's City
Centre Airport, is expanding again, offering St. John's,
Newfoundland, as its newest destination on 5 October.
Porter will operate four daily roundtrip flights between
St. John's and Halifax, with continuing service to
Ottawa and Toronto out of Halifax. Log on to
www.flyporter.com or call 1 888 619 8622 for details.

v/ Great news for those who love Turkey as much as
we here at TTS do! You've probably already seen the
advertisements in the daily press, but Turkish Airlines
has come to Canada, offering thrice-weekly non-stop
flights between Toronto and Istanbul. The airline
seems to be something of a success story in these dubi-
ous economic times, with, in fact, some 40 new desti-
nations added in the past five years, more than double
passenger totals and an impressive profit. Flying non-
stop from Toronto to exciting Istanbul is going to be
quite a treat. Full details at www.thy.com or by calling
1 800 874 8875. Note: Istanbul is to be a European
Capital of Culture in 2010, for details visit www.istan-
bul-2010.org/en and for general tourism information
www.tourismturkey.org and www.goturkey.com

Vv WestJet is growing too, with 11 new U.S. and
international destinations announced over the past
month or so. In the fall, expect to see non-stop service
to Varadero, Holguin and Cayo Coco in Cuba; Ixtapa
and Cozumel in Mexico; St. Martin; Providencials in
Turks and Caicos, Lihue (Kauai) in Hawaii, Miami and
Atlantic City and more. In addition, Westlet, Air
France and KLM have begun offering interline itiner-
aries that connect passengers of the two European com-
panies with WestJet's Canadian network. To start with,
connections will be made through the gateways of
Calgary and Vancouver, with the option to continue on
to Vancouver, Calgary or Edmonton. The interline deal
allows passengers to board an Air France or KLM flight
and travel on one itinerary to their final destination in

WestJet's network. This is announced as "an important
strategic move, prior to the airlines potentially broad-
ening their relationship with a reciprocal interline
agreement and a code-sharing agreement."

Best and Worst Airports!

Have you ever contemplated spending the night at an
airport? Perhaps you have a bad connection ... not bad
enough for an expensive hotel stay, but you're wonder-
ing what those hours at the airport will be like. Now
a website founded by Canadian former travel agent and
expert budget traveller Donna McSherry, offers a list of
the best and worst airports to spend the night as voted
by 6,200 travellers. The website says "Sleeping in air-
ports is no longer just for the young budget traveller
looking to save a few bucks. People of all ages and
vocations can now be seen stretched out at airports all
around the world, whether they are there because of a
long transit, a flight delay or voluntarily to save
money." So, where don't you want to spend the night?
Avoid Paris' Charles de Gaulle at all costs warns the
website (here at TTS we agree!). It was voted the
absolute worst, followed by Sheremetyevo in Moscow,
which one traveller called "hell on earth." In the third
and fourth spots were New York's JFK and Los
Angeles' LAX, while India’'s Delhi airport rounded off
the top five worst airports.

On the other hand, Singapore's Changi was rated
the cleanest and most comfortable airport to sleep in,
followed by Seoul's Incheon and Amsterdam's
Schiphol. Oslo's Gardermoen and Hong Kong airport
rounded off the top five best airports, which the site
said travellers loved for the amenities, friendly staff
and comfortable seating. Only one Canadian Airport
made either list - Vancouver was number nine among
the "good guys".

Here's the full list of the ten best: Singapore
Changi, Seoul Incheon, Amsterdam Schiphol, Oslo
Gardermoen, Hong Kong, Dubai, Frankfurt Inter--
national, Munich, Vancouver and Denver. And now the
worst: Paris Charles de Gaulle, Moscow Sheremet-
yevo, New York JFK, Los Angeles, Delhi, Chicago
O'Hare, Mumbai, Manila, Rome Fiumicino, London
Heathrow.

The very informal, and at times rather distasteful,
website is: www.sleepinginairports.net. Not a pretty
read, but interesting nonetheless.
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] 14 Days & 12 Nights

& Asla Crulse 23March, 2010

We're had requests for cruises, especially to interesting, exotic destinations. So we hope you'll come with The Travel Society on a spe-
cial 14-day trip to China and Asia that includes 7 nights of relaxation aboard Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines' Legend of the Seas. It's
the perfect way to see some highlights of China and coastal Japan and Korea.

Your Cathay Pacific Airways flight will take you to Hong Kong for your flight on to China's charming city of Hangzhou, home of the
Lingyin Monastery and the Six Harmony Pagoda, both of which are on the itinerary, along with a boat ride on beautiful West Lake and a

tea plantation visit. Suzhou, the "Venice of the East", is next. There par-
fYOUI’ tour includes: \ ticipants will visit the Hanshan Temple, enjoy Tiger Hill and stroll through

- Round-trip transpacific airfares Cathay Pacific Airlines || he peaceful Lingering Garden before leaving for Shanghai.

- Canadian domestic airfares Your two da_ys in Shanghai mclude_ visits to the Bunc_i, the Jade _Buddha

- First-class hotel accommodation Temple, Nanjing Ro_ad, the Shanghai Musz_aum, an evening Acrobatic Show
o . and plenty of free time before you set sail at 7:00 on the second day. A

- Hotel accomodations in Hangzhou and Shanghai relaxing day at sea follows, before arriving at Miyazaki where shore excur-

- 7 nights Asia Cruise on Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines I sjons will be offered. Shore excursions will also be available on the fol-

Legend of the Seas lowing days when the ship calls at Kobe and Kukuoka in Japan and at
- All transfers Busan in Korea before you spend a final day at sea, returning to Shanghai.
- Daily sightseeing with options on the cruise
- Meals within China for land portion PRICES INCLUDING ALL AIR AND TAXES
- Evening cultural shows Vancouver $3,235 pp/dbl  Victoria  $3,319 pp/dbl
- Sighteeing tours within China \CIZ\;':}lga_ry 22‘5128 pp;gg: _Erdmo?ton :g‘;gg pp;gg:

; ; ; innipe , oronto ,
] E:'ege"z?n?’;ag]”fn;‘::' guides Qttawgll\g/lontreal $3,840_Bgldbl Halifax  $3,998 Eg/dbl
Single supplement $789 (Sharing can be arranged.)
&ALL TAXES J Taxes and visas extra. Prices are subject to confirmation

Galapagos Islands<5Cruise
and Ecuador

with options to Kapawi Lodge in the Amazon and Machu Picchu, Peru

14 days departing: 6 Oct, 10 Nov 2009, 19 Jan, 16 Feb,
9 & 23 Mar, 20 Apr, 11 May and Fall 2010
he Travel Society is proud to be able to offer its members an outstanding trip to some of the world’s most spectacular destinations.

Who hasn’t dreamed of cruising to the Galapagos Islands and seeing wildlife as Darwin witnessed it? Think of the unique adventure
you will enjoy, of the stories you will have to tell and the photographs you will take! You

fYOUF tour includes: N will spend a week aboard your first-class 20-passenger ship, taking daily shore excursions

- Round-trip international air to a variety of the islands With _experienced_ nat_urali_sts in groups of no more than 10 peo-
o . ple per guide. You’ll also visit other destinations in Ecuador, and then you can choose to

- All domestic air transportation enjoy the exciting optional extensions: to Kapawi - a ecological lodge in the Amazon and/or

- All accommodation a visit Machu Picchu in Peru. We’ll take care of all the travel details. All you have to do is

- First class Galapagos_small enjoy!

ship cruise

- All meals as per the itinerary NEW! PRICES INCLUDING AIR AND TAXES

- Admissions to all sites Toronto $6,796.00 pp/dbl

- Expert Galapagos guides Montreal & Ottawa - Please call for the current price

- Transfers & baggage handling Vancouver & Calgary -  Please call for the current price

- Transfers & baggage handling GREAT ADD-ONS, INCLUDING AIR

- Islands Park Entrance Fee (US100) Kapawi ~ $1,996.00 pp/dbl Machu Picchu ~ $1,996.00 pp/dbl

k ALL TAXES J Prices are subject to confirmation

Please call TheTravelyazizpl 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. —_‘ITICOI ACTA
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China Yangtze, Guilin
Spectacular

FROM $4,145 ror 18 DAYS!
Departing: 19 Oct 2009 & 22 Mar 2010

I tis vast, fascinating and mysterious and it has beckoned travellers from the west

for centuries. Mention it to avid travellers and they are sure to say, “Yes, | hope

to visit China one day.” And what would they choose to experience? A cruise
on the mighty Yangtze River (now in the process of changing for ever); a look
at the work-in-progress on the massive Three Gorges Dam; a walk on the ancient Great Wall; time in mysterious Guilin; views of
charming villages, lush terraced hillsides and magnificent mountain peaks; visits to the great cities of Shanghai and Beijing; a trip to
view one of the world’s greatest archaeological finds ... the 6,000 terra-cotta warriors at Xi’an; scenes of palaces, pagodas, pavilions
and pandas; tastes of Peking duck and Chinese banquets and so much more. So how do you choose? When you decide on The Travel
Society’s tour there’s no need to choose because all these highlights are included. Yes, in these remarkable 18 days you’ll stay in Beijing;
you’ll take a 4-day first-class cruise on the Yangtze with many shore excursions; you’ll fly to see those centuries-old terra-cotta warriors
in Xi’an; you’ll visit bustling Chongging and see its pandas; stay in Hangzhou and travel into the hills covered with tea plantations;
explore the exquisite gardens of Suzhou, and visit Nanjing and Wuzhen. And you’ll have time to explore spectacular Shanghai.
Throughout the trip you’ll see magnificent architecture, you’ll be entertained at cultural events, you’ll join your hosts at a variety of ban-
quets, you’ll have time to shop, and you’ll marvel at some of the most wonderful scenery on earth, all in the company of English-speak-
ing guides. You’ll travel by plane, by luxury bus, cruise ship and river boat. Many of our members have told us it’s an experience of a
lifetime ... and all at an amazing price!

PRICES INCLUDING ALL AIR AND TAXES fYOUF tour includes: N
o - Round-trip transpacific air fares on Japan Airlines
Calgary 84420 ppidbl  Ecmonton 54.420 pplc or Alr Canada
algary 420 pp monton  $4,420 pp ) i i ic ai
Saskatoon/Regina $4,590 pp/dbl ~ Winnipeg $4,590 pp/dbl i giarr;i?:::rs]s&ho(i::giii)r?wm%s;?o?rfares
Toronto $4,490 pp/dbl  Ottawa $4,490 pp/dbl . . . .
Montreal $4,490 pp/dbl  St. John’s  $4.850 pp/dbl - First-class 4 days/3 nights Yangtze River cruise aboard
Halifax/Quebec ~ $4,850 pp/dbl  London  $4,850 pp/dbl a deluxe cruise ship
Single supplement $1,195 (Sharing can be arranged.) - All transfers
Taxes and visas extra. Prices are subject to confirmation - Daily sightseeing

- Three meals daily and 2 Western-style dinners.
- Special banquets in Hangzhou, Xi’an and Beijing

ADD-ON HONG KONG ADD-ON BANGKOK - Evening cultural shows
CEAFSITHTTS 268 [l AEIFESMATS Sl el - Fully escorted by English/Chinese-speaking tour guide

\Single supplement $544 Single supplement $350 - English-speaking local guides
ADD-ON TOKYO }J ADD-ON KYOTO - Free time in Beijing & Shanghai
bl

4 days/3 nights $1,375 pp/d 4 days/3 nights $1,450 pp/dbl &ALL TAXES J

Gingle supplement $299 Single supplement $325

Copper Canyon & Mexico City
Departing: 20 Oct and 17 Nov 2009,
19 Jan, 16 Feb, 2 & 30 Mar, 20 Apr, 11 May and Fall 2010

e are offering a new 9-day tour to Mexico City and the Copper Canyon. The Copper Canyon is four times larger than the Grand
Canyon, and you’ll enjoy a journey that is considered by many to be the world’s most exciting train trip, with its 87 tunnels,

39 bridges and uncountable spectacular views. You’ll meet the people, stay in /Y I \
unique accommodations and explore the present and the past in this astonishing region. /_A?Il;ir ogllfllexice?nal;lAﬁSC-anada \

- Canadian domestic air

Air-inclusive prices: - Bilingual guides .
Toronto $4,295 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,395 pp/dbl :f\ﬁ'32;55}2':5“?;&52&?@;Q?r?atfg??i .
Montreal $4,395 pp/dbl Vancouver $4,495 pp/dbl - Meals as per’theggir?erary g R
Calgary $4,495 pp/dbl Halifax $4,595 pp/dbl - All train trips and tours as per the itinerary
Winnipeg $4,495 pp/dbl - ALL TAXES
Single supplement $799 (Sharing can be arranged.) Prices are subject to confirmation &(Add-On) Mexico City ~ $98.50 pp/dbj
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b THE WINES OF CHILE
N AND ARGENTINA

Departing: 15 oct & 12 nov 2009

ou’ll have plenty of time

% ' to explore Buenos Aires;
you’ll fly to the wineries of Mendoza; you’ll take an excursion to
Tupungato Mountain and Silver Range in the heart of the Andes
then travel on to Chile and explore Santiago; you’ll visit the
Colchagua Valley (one of the most fertile in Chile and dedicated
mostly to wine production) and be taken to the coast — observing
the spectacular, ever-changing landscape and vegetation — for a tour
of Valparaiso and Vifia del Mar. But that’s just the outline of the

tour! Of course you’ll tour a variety of vineyards and enjoy wine
tastings; but you’ll also enjoy a tango evening and see Eva Peron’s
grave; you’ll visit soaring cathedrals, adobe style buildings and
museums large and small, including renowned Colchagua Museum.
You’ll cross the Inca Bridge on your way to Las Cuevas, the last
village in Argentina close to the border, where soars the 4,000 m.
statue of Christ the Redeemer, symbol of friendship between the
two countries. Every day will hold a new delight ... as well as fine
accommodations and delicious food. This is a wonderful tour of

. . o these two fascinati tries.
Prices are available from all major cities o R ey e

Your tour includes:

Vancouver: 36,849 pp/dbl. - All transfers and baggage handling.
Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa: $6,535 pp/dbl. - All accommodation and meals as per the itinerary.
Calgary: $6,849 pp/dbl. - All specified tours and excursions with English- speaking guides.

Single supplement: $2,199 pp/dbl.

. . . . - ALL TAXES
Prices are subject to confirmation

19 DAYS!
PRICES INCLUDE ALL AIR
AND THE SHONGOLOLO
IPLUS PACKAGED WITH
FREE CHOICE
OF LAND EXCURSIONS

South Africa - the
Shongololo Good Hope Tour

Departing: 14 Nov 2009, 21 Feb & 23 Oct 2010

Come with T he Travel Society on a great adventure: the Shongololo Good Hope Adventure train trip ... a wonderful tour
of the highlights of South Africa in luxurious comfort. Johnnesburg, Pretoria, Kruger National Park, Durban, Swaziland,
Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, Mossel Bay and Cape Town are all on the itinerary yet you only have to unpack once! And
you'll have a wide choice of exciting activities to enjoy. And most programmes are included when you travel with The Travel
Society. So whether this is your first or fifth visit to South Africa, you can be sure of experiencing something new. And every
night you will return to the comfort of your train.

'Nature & Wildlife' experiences include safari trips, hikes, cave visits, whale watching and more. The 'Culture & People’
excursions include city tours of the country's major cities as well as trips into Swaziland, Shakaland and Zululand. The
'Highlights and Leisure' component offers relaxing days on the train or the beach, enjoying the spectacular scenery in comfort
... the perfect choice for those who love to travel but are not as mobile as they once were. And the 'Special Activities' are
for the truly adventurous: caves, shark cage diving, balloon rides and helicopter flights over Cape Town and the Cape
Peninsula. On these extraordinary train journeys you can choose to do as much or as little as you like. Contact us for the
full itinerary and list of options and create the trip of a lifetime!

20 o,?E D ﬁ?rices include ...
g Pre-tour - ‘ - Return international airfare on British Airways

c I N G* i L
PR t Victoria Falls, Chobe Nat. Park & Botswana - 5 days Canadian airfare (when necessary)

. . o - Pre-Day in Johannesburg included
$2,796 ppldbl inc ALL Air & additional hotel - On-board train accommodation throughout

PRICES INCLUDING ALL AIR AND TAXES ] 'Ii"uejfr;yb;‘jsk,\fj‘g: and dinner, lunch available
I,,ogﬁ?rtga, ig’gig ggfgg: Sghi\gsver ig’;ig gg;gg: - A free choice of available land excursions
e Soiadd porcl o 59249 PRICHI e Trovel Soctely orparieee
alifax 449 pp - Sp i .
Single from $7,880 pp/sngl - Airport transfers with full luggage service
Prices are subject to confirmation & ALL TAXES J

Please call TheTravelS'méﬂ/l 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. —.‘IT'CO' ACTA
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unlike any other. Designed especially for our members, this trip takes in all

the highlights: Kruger National Park for game watching, the famous Garden
Route, the beautiful wine region of Stellenbosch and the sights of incomparable
Cape Town, including Cape Point, Chapman’s Peak Drive and Robben Island. But
on our trip you will do far more. You will tour the Great scarpment of Eastern
Transvaal — a place so beautiful writers run out of adjectives — where you will visit
God’s Window, the Blyde River Canyon and historical townslike Pilgrims Rest.
You’ll see Johannesburg and be escorted to Soweto for lunch in a Township house
and jazz in a famous nightspot. You’ll enter the Kingdom of Swaziland to meet the
people and enjoy more game watching. Zululand is also on the itinerary, with its
historical sites and unique entertainment traditions. You’ll be driven through the
Valley of a Thousand Hills to East London and you’ll visit the Addo Elephant
National Park and traverse the Little Karoo Desert — flanked by great mountain
ranges — to see the Cango Caves. You’ll travel in a luxury air-conditioned coach,
you’ll stay in lovely properties ranging from good hotels to charming chalets,
you’ll enjoy a wide variety of entertainment and you’ll enjoy South Africa’s deli-
cious cuisine and wines and you’ll be escorted all the way by SA Tourism-accred-
ited guides. Here at The Travel Society we know South Africa well ... and we can’t
imagine a more comprehensive, in-depth and fascinating tour of South Africa.

C ome with The Travel Society to a land of wonder ... on a South African trip

SPECTACULAR

South Africa ..

Now a 20-day tour at the same incredible price
Departures: 16 Oct. 2009 and February 2010

NO Char

N

fYour tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- First-class accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c coach
- Experienced SA Tourism-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Most meals; breakfast, light lunch and dinner
- All transfers with full luggage service

&AII sightseeing fees (with no hidden extras)

ALL TAXES

J

PRICES INCLUDING AIR AND TAXES
Toronto $7,595 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,895 pp/dbl Iy
Montreal $7,595 pp/dbl  Z4_ o & wl
Vancouver $7,895 pp/dbl A

Calgary $7,895 pp/dbl IQ &g R
Winnipeg $7,895 pp/dbl &d
Halifax $7,895 pp/dbl

Single supplement $849.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation

Pre-tour -
Victoria Falls & Zimbabwe - 3 days
$1,396 pp/dbl inc Air

Pre-tour -

Victoria Falls & Chobe Nat. Park & Botswana - 5 days

$2,796 pp/dbl inc ALL Air

Please call TheTravelyarzzpl 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office.

MicoOVg ACTA

YOUR DISCOUNT VOUCHER FOR

RENEWALS, GIFTS AND NEW MEMBERSHIPS
Don’t let my membership run out ...

Address for NEW or GIFT membership only

please: RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP name:
or START ANEW MEMBERSHIP address:
or SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP town: prov:
postal code: tel:

check your discount choice, we will extend

your membership from the expiry date: gift message:

3 years for $110.00 Send to: The Travel Society

(a 21% saving off the regular $140.00) 218-1033 Bay St Toronto ON Canada M5S 3A5

2 vears for $79.50 Fax: 416 926 0222 e-mail: brit@thetravelsociety.com
— =Y or. ) Publications Mail Agreement: # 40063904 & # 09925

(a 16% saving off the regular $95.00)

1 year for $44.00

(a 10% saving off the regular $49.00)

All prices include GST.
my cheque is enclosed, or charge my:

_ VISA____ Mastercard
card #:
expiry: tel:
signature:

| agree to pay The Travel Society the above amount in accordance with the card issuer agreement.
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