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seem to be advertised but we were shown through and
examined with great delight, as they contained all sorts of
interesting items.  The cottage gave us access to the main
highways and we spent the week visiting many areas in
Northern Ireland. (Websites listed below.)

There are many ancient monuments, prehistoric sites and
old monastic ruins in Ireland, and the whole country is full
of folklore and history.  We visited the huge Ardboe High
Cross, and the Beaghmore Stone circles, both very close to
Cookstown.

As well there is a very good Ulster American Folk Park
that tells the history of the thousands of Irish who immi-
grated in the 18th and 19th centuries.  The site is quite large
with guides in costume in the living-history portion of the
park and in the Exhibition Hall, that tells the stories of the
country at the time.  There is a replica village outdoors and,
in the Exhibition Hall, models of the immigrant ships and
the Ulster and American connections.   

We also spent a day touring the north Antrim coast from
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L
ast fall, our travelling group of four couples spent
a month in Northern and Southern Ireland.  Two
couples flew from Toronto to Belfast on the now-

defunct Zoom airlines while the other two couples flew to
Dublin on Flyglobespan from Hamilton.  We picked up our
two rental cars at the airports, and made our way to our first
stop in Northern Ireland.  

We had found a property, on the internet, near
Stewartstown, close to the larger town of Cookstown, in
county Tyrone, called Rosie's Cottage.  The cottage was
owned by Nuala McReynolds who had named the cottage
after her youngest daughter.  The "cottage" was in the coun-
try and quite large: five bedrooms, two bathrooms, a large
kitchen and eating area, separate dining area and a large sit-
ting room with a peat burning fireplace that we used most
evenings.  The yard was ablaze with flowers.  Nuala and her
family live in a lovely thatched home on the property and
she was having an old storage building refurbished for
future rental.  She also had two antique shops that didn't

Tales of a Happy Group
in Northern Ireland

In our November 2008 edition we published a letter from Thelma Sampson (p. 4) describing how her group go about
arranging their overseas tours.   Now here are her Irish tales … Northern Ireland and Belfast first, followed by

Southern Ireland and Dublin.  Pour a glass of Guinness, a nip of Irish whiskey or a 'cuppa' and enjoy these stories …
there's so much to see in Ireland.

story and photos by Thelma Sampson



hop-off bus that stopped at most points of interest including
White's, the oldest pub, while in Derry we took a walking
tour, with a very enthusiastic local guide, Martin
McCrossan.

There are Black Taxi Tours in Belfast that concentrate on
the conflict and the West Belfast Murals and there are also
lots of self- or guided-walking tours. The Belfast and Derry
Welcome centres are good places to pick up information and
start the tours.   

While in Derry we also toured the Inishowen Peninsula
of Donegal. The roads are narrow, the area rugged and
windswept and all very beautiful. There was a spectacular
view around every bend in the road and we stopped many
times to take pictures. Many of our trips also took us through
the Sperrin Mountains, a very scenic area and great for hik-
ing. Throughout all of Ireland there are sheep on every hill
and in every stone-fenced field.    

Farther south in County Fermanagh we toured the Marble
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the seaside town of Port Rush to the harbour town of Bally
Castle.  We made stops along the way at the picturesque
ruins of Dunluce Castle, the UNESCO world heritage site at
the famous Giant's Causeway and, of course, a tour and wee
taste at the Bushmills Whiskey Distillery.  It was windy with
some rain and rough seas so all very impressive, particular-
ly the causeway with its 40,000 or so, six sided stones form-
ing huge steps from the cliffside to the sea.  The legend will
have you believe the mythical giant, Finn McCool, built the
steps to get to his love across the sea!  There is an interpre-
tive centre to visit and there are several walks of various
lengths along the causeway itself, or you can take the shut-
tle bus from the interpretive centre to the main causeway.   

The coastline from the causeway to Ballycastle is lovely,
with a castle, picturesque villages like Ballintoy, sea views,
and the 20 m long Carrick-a-Rede rope bridge, for those
who want a little more excitement, crossing over the ocean
to Carrick-a-Rede Island.  We didn't cross this time as it was
so windy.

We continued on down the Antrim coast through the
beautiful Glens of Antrim.  There are nine of them, each
different in history legend and scenery, so a full day or
more could be spent here.  We did spend extra time in
Glenariff, known as the queen of the glens, and it was
lovely.   The pretty villages of Cushendall and Cushendun
are worth visiting too, as is the impressive Carrickfergus
Castle.  Some of our group visited the Wellbrook Beetling
Mill (the last stage of linen making) and found that inter-
esting too.

Another day was spent in Derry (Londonderry) and one
in Belfast, both full of history and both now free from the
"Troubles" of the past.  There are however, remnants of
the bitter feuding in both cities: in the murals of Shankill
and The Falls, in Belfast; and the Bogside murals, below
the walls that encircle the city of Derry.  We took tours in
both cities, and enjoyed them both, Belfast on a hop-on-

The ruins of Dunlice Castle
(the Fairy Fort) are some of

the most extensive ruins 
of a medieval castle in 

Northern Ireland

The famous Giant's Causeway, declared a World Heritage
Site by UNESCO in 1986
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Southern Ireland the driving is also on the left but mileage is
show in kilometers and the currency is the euro.)

Some helpful and interesting websites: 
Y www.kingsmillscottages.com, 
Y www.folkpark.com, 
Y www.bushmills.com, 
Y www.giantscausewaycentre.com, 
Y www.gotobelfast.com 
Y www.derryvisitor.com
Y www.gotobelfast.com 
Y www.derryvisitor.com
Y www.fermanagh.uk.gov   
Y Tourism Ireland is located at 2 Bloor Street West, 

Suite 3403, Toronto, ON M4W 3E2, 
tel: 416 925 6368 or 1 800 223 6470,  
www.discoverireland.com 

Arch caves.  The area around Lake Erne is riddled with
limestone caves but these, the most famous, offer a 1¼ hour
well-guided tour with an underground boat trip included.
This is a popular venue so be sure to phone ahead and
reserve a spot.  The Belleek Porcelain Factory is also close
by and well worth a visit.  There are guided tours and it is
fun to watch the artisans create the patterns on the china.
The tours are every ½ hour during the week, and there is a
nice gift shop on site as well.   

Florence Court, Castle Coole and the city of Enniskillen
can also be visited while in this area. We returned home
around Lake Erne stopping at Boa Island to visit the 2,000-
year-old Janus Stone. True to its reputation as the Emerald
Isle, we found that Ireland is indeed splashed with so many
shades of green, so lush with ferns and flowers, with pas-
toral meadows and grassy fields and then so dramatic with
the cliffs, and wild coasts and the sea, that the vistas are end-
less and we spent much time just viewing and appreciating
all the different areas.  It is truly a land of lovely landscapes,
much history and lots of folklore, and friendly
people who enhance the visit.  

When planning your Irish trip do contact the
Irish Tourist Board in Canada as they send out
lovely books, a lot of information and a free
coupon book that gives ½ off or a free 2nd admis-
sion to most venues and tours.  There are separate
books for Northern and Southern Ireland.  These
coupon books can also be bought in Ireland at the
Tourist Information kiosks and are of good value
even if you have to buy one.

It should also be noted that Northern Ireland is
part of the UK and thus driving is on the left side
of the road and mileage in miles. The British
pound is the method of currency. (While in

The Shankill Road is best
known for its murals

depicting Ulster loyalist
sympathies.

Cheers from our group!
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O
n our drive down to our next accommodation  
on Galway Bay, we travelled the coast route
and found all the road signs to be in Gaelic as

well as English (as they are all over the Republic) and spent
some time practising our pronunciation!   Our house near the
village of Kinvara was built as a tourist rental so quite mod-
ern but did fit in nicely with the landscape and we could hear
the seagulls and watch the tide changing in the bay.  

Our first day was spent in the Burren.  'The Burren'
means rocky country, and it is … miles and miles of lunar-
like silvery limestone with lovely wild flowers, ancient ring
forts, burial dolmans, and many fascinating small villages,
including Doolin, where the small boats and ferries go out to
the Aran Isles. One of the most frequented tourist spots in
Ireland is the impressive and lovely Cliffs of Moher.  They
rise from the sea and the views are tremendous, looking out
towards the sea and the Aran Isles.

The other area here not to be missed is Connemara.  This
is another area of great beauty, with pale grey mountains,
lovely lakes, boggy plains and wild coastline.  The sky road
at Clifdon is again a view not to be missed by the car pas-
sengers, but perhaps a bit precarious for the driver!  

Kylemore Abbey on Kylemore Lake is now a boarding
school but some sections of the abbey are open to the pub-
lic.  We just stopped to view it across the lake, a very pretty
site. We did travel a bit further a field here to visit Bunratty
Castle near Limmerick and to see the bog lands of County
Offaly and the Clonmacnoise monastery.

Bunratty Castle and Folk Park is well kept and quite
interesting. The Folk Park is a living museum of life in

Ireland a century ago.  The original castle, built in the 15th

century, was destroyed at least eight times but always
rebuilt, and the present one was restored by Lord and Lady
Gort in 1956.    It is a good idea to make a day of it here, do
the tour and stay for the medieval banquet in the upper din-
ing room of the old castle in the evening.  The meal is eaten
with only your hands and you are entertained by a group of
costumed harpists and jesters as you eat your food and drink
your honey mead.  

Clonmacnoise Monastery by the River Shannon still has
many high crosses, round towers and graves dating back to
the 10th and 12th centuries. This is also the place to take the
Clonmacnoise and West Offally bog tour.  This is a narrow-
gauge railway whose trains, in the past, were used to trans-
port peat.  Now a 45-minute tour of the area with peat cut-
ting demonstrations are
offered. Or you can tour
the area by car at your
leisure if you prefer.
This midlands area also
has numerous castles to
visit. Trim, Leap and
Birr are all different, all
full of legends, ghosts
and tales of Ireland's
dramatic past. The
scenery along the way is
also very beautiful,
especially in the fall
with the bracken turning

On to 
Southern
Ireland

story and photos by Thelma Sampson

The Cliffs of Moher are located south of Doolin 
in Co. Clare, Southern Ireland



rusty brown and fields and flowers many shades of green.   
Our last week was spent in Killarney, a large property

called Muckross House just outside the town of Kilarney
itself.  It had five bedrooms all en suite, a large kitchen, and
dining room and a big living room as well.  (Details of the
property can be found at www.imagineireland.com #3562)

We spent some time in Kilarney itself, a popular tourist
site but less busy in late October, when we were there. We
did drive the Dingle Peninsula, the Ring of Kerry and the
Skellig Ring, stopping along the way at many of the famous
sites and the Skellig Centre, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site.   And don't miss Killarney National Park which really
was lovely in the mists.   Muckross Estate, within the park
with its gardens, abbey and the 19th century house is an
interesting tour as well.

Cork is a few miles away, but with its old jail, lovely
churches, cathedrals and the River Lee, as well as its market
featuring the five famous Cork cheeses, it's well worth a
visit.  There is an open-top Hop-on-Hop-off bus tour here as
well.  These tours, found in most of the larger Irish cities,
allow you to see and stop at your leisure around the city.
The passes are usually valid for a day allowing you to
take the route several times if you wish.   Blarney
Castle and the Blarney Stone could be included with a
Cork trip also.

And then there's fair Dublin, the capital, one of
Europe's most popular city-break destinations. It is
easy to see why, as there is so much history, so many
heritage sites, lovely old Georgian architecture, and
great pubs and restaurants in the Temple Bar Area in
which to relax. To add to the enjoyment, the Dubliners
are very friendly and hospitable in promoting the city
they love.

We drove into Dublin, but quickly returned our
rental car as the city is much easier to get around by
bus or on foot. There is a hop-on-hop off bus tour. We
used the Gray Line Dublin Tour but there are several
others as well. 

We did stop at Phoenix Park on our way into the
city.  It is one of the world's largest enclosed parks

covering about 1,700 acres on the northern bank of the
Liffey River.  This is a lovely green space with a zoo, a fort,
a pretty glen pond, many playing fields, and even a resident
herd of 500 deer.

There are tourism centres with a wealth of information
in the city, at the airport and in the ferry port of Dun
Laoghaire.  The main branch is in Dublin at St. Andrews
Church, 2 Suffolk St.  Here we recommend you get a Dublin
Pass for 30 or so attractions, that also allows you to skip the
lineups. Accommodation in the city can be expensive but
varies in price as to locality and amenities. Internet bookings
made in advance are probably the easiest and most reason-
able way to reserve. We used an apartment just across from
Ha Penny Bridge, with easy access to buses and walking.
(I've read that the economic downturn is seriously affecting
Ireland already and that there will be lots of bargains for
tourists in the coming months - Ed.)    

The city of Dublin is divided by the Liffey River.  North
of the Liffey is the newer area (18th century) with the
famous O'Connell Street with its impressive statues of the
Irish, the good and the great. Daniel O Connell, James
Joyce, James Larkin and Charles Parnell all have statues
here and there is also a huge spire, the Monument of Light,
erected on the site of Nelson's Column that was destroyed in
1966.  The General Post Office (the grandest building on the
street) and the Gate Theatre are also located here, while the
famous Abbey Theatre (the Irish national theatre), the
Custom House and the Moore Street Market are close by.
There is also a Dublin Writers' Museum and the James Joyce
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Cross of the Scriptures and the round tower (struck by
lightening in the 12th century) of Clonmacnoise

Monastery
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Cultural Centre for those interested in Irish authors. 
To cross the Liffey, you can walk the picturesque Ha’

Penny Bridge to the Temple Bar area, the trendiest part of
Dublin.  Here you will find cobbled streets full of interest-
ing shops, cafés, galleries, restaurants and of course many
Irish pubs. Meeting House Square is also nearby, with out-
door concerts and film screenings as well as photographic
archives and galleries. 

Just west of Temple Bar stands impressive Christ Church
Cathedral, the history of which reaches back to the times of
the Vikings in Ireland around 1038.   The church was almost
completely rebuilt in the 1870's and is very interesting.  In
the beautiful old Synod Hall, linked to the church by a
bridge, visitors can explore Dublinia & The Viking World,  a
heritage centre where history is brought to life with exhibits
revealing life in the medieval city and the world of the
Vikings.  Dublin Castle, St Peter's Cathedral, and City Hall
are also worth a visit.

The tourist heart of Dublin is the south east area. This is
where Trinity College, with its famous Book of Kells, can be
found. The college, founded in 1592, covers a large area
with lots of highlights. There is a walking tour in the sum-
mer starting from the front gate and main entrance between
the statues of Oliver Goldsmith and Edmund Burke.  The
grounds are lovely to wander in any season, and very pretty
when we were there in the fall. The 30 metre-high
Campanile tower on Library Square was built in 1853, and
the Rubrics building around 1690.  This is the oldest part of
this renowned college. The Old Library is home to the Long
Room (64 metres long, in fact) which holds about 200,000
aged manuscripts, busts and artifacts and, most importantly,
the ancient Book of Kells. Only two of the 650 pages are on
display at one time, under glass to preserve the fragile pages,
a page of text and one of illumination. The intricate illustra-
tions done by monks around 800 A.D are magnificent with

human figures and animals as well as interlacing circles
accenting the calligraphy.

There is so much to see in Dublin.  I still haven't men-
tioned the National Museum, the National Gallery, the
National History Museum and the National library, all in the
south east. Be sure if you are walking this area to note the
fine Georgian homes with their brightly decorated doors and
door knockers and the fan lights in Merrion Square.

Another stop should be the Guinness Storehouse and St.
James Gate Brewery where the famous Irish Guinness has
been produced since 1759 and where, of course, there is a
tour and tastings.

Last, but not least, don't forget the shopping on Grafton
street for all things Irish. It is here the famous Molly Malone
plied her trade!  Then take a leisurely stroll through St
Stephens's Green, a lovely spot to rest one's weary feet and
contemplate this most interesting city of Dublin.

Summing it all up, we saw and enjoyed so much. We did
do all things that Ireland is renowned for: bought lovely
sweaters in Kenmare; enjoyed the famous Irish stew; the
tasty soda, wheaten, and potato breads; devoured the authen-
tic (and large) Irish breakfasts; drank a glass or so of
Smithwicks Ale and the famous Guinness.  We even tried the
dulce (dried seaweed) but found it quite salty … a small bit
was enough! Yes, Ireland really has something for everyone:
much history, ancient ruins and relics, local ghosts and folk-
lore, areas of great beauty and the most friendly people you
could wish for everywhere, all willing to tell you about their
country and advise what to see and do. Bon voyage.
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Here are some useful websites: 
Y www.irelandwest.ie 
Y www.connemaratourism.com 
Y www.kylemoreabbey.com
Y www.shannonheritage.com 
Y www.irishcitytours.com
Y www.visitdublin.com
Y www.staydublin.com, 
Y www.all-dublin-hotels.com 
Y www.dublinhotels.com 
Y www.muckrosshouse.ie
Y www.skelligexperience.com
Y www.corkkerry.ie
Y www.irelandwest.ie 
Y www.heritageireland.ie  … 

and, once again ….
www.discoverireland.com, 
tel: 1 800 223 6470 

Grafton Street statue of Molly Malone, 
the beautiful fishmonger who plied her 

trade on the streets of Dublin
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story & photos by Ray Nielsen

Last spring my daughter and I enjoyed a spectacular
12-day motorcycle tour through the Alps from
Germany to France, into Switzerland, Liechtenstein,

and Austria and back through Germany to Munich. The
weather was perfect, warm and sunny with no rain the whole
time so our rain gear didn't even get tested. The roads were
excellent, mostly small country roads with little traffic, the
switchbacks in the high mountains were exciting and the
countryside we travelled through was so picturesque and
varied.

We joined the Edelweiss Bike Travel Group and chose
the 17 - 28 May trip.   Not knowing what to expect weath-
er-wise, and knowing that some mountain passes don't open
until July, we had to plan for snow, rain and fog.   We pre-
pared for the worst by taking full rain gear, including boot
covers, heated vests and heated gloves as well. Edelweiss
rents at least 20 different types of motorcycles, so everyone
is able to use their favorite size and style.   If you have never
travelled in Europe and never in the Alps, there is the oppor-
tunity to take lessons beforehand so the extreme curves don't
take you by surprise.   Our trip did not involve gravel roads
but some of their trips do.   

Our group of nine bikes and 13 people left Munich and
headed north, passing through towns and villages that still
have cobblestones and parts of city walls. Our first night
was in a grand old hotel in Rothenberg where our luggage
was waiting for us at the end of the day.   The meals through-
out the trip were all first class and the hotels excellent.
Having tented outside the city years ago, I knew the way to
walk around the city walls and we had time after dinner to
take a little tour.   On our second day, we biked through the
Odenwald forest with plenty of twisty, hilly roads to keep us
happy and spent the night in Heidelberg.   

Each morning, we ate buffet-style breakfast between 7
and 8 and then met for a detailed information session about
the day's routes, which always included two possibilities.
The guide travelled with the original plan and as long as
there were at least two bikes choosing the alternate route,
they were free to meet the rest of the group at the end of the
day.  We spent two nights at Obernai, France.   The second
day was a free day. We didn't have to stay with the group,
just meet at night for food and lodging.   Heidi and I chose
to join an Australian couple and biked to Strasbourg, a very
large, interesting city. We took a river cruise and still had
some time for sightseeing.   It was especially helpful, enter-
ing the city, to be using their GPS and it also made finding
small country roads very easy, allowing us to avoid the high-
ways.

From there we travelled back into Germany, crossing
the Rhine on a very small ferry and then through the Black
Forest. This is where cuckoo clocks originated, so there
were cuckoo clocks everywhere!  We had fun riding through
dense forests and higher mountains stopping at Titisee for
the night.  This area is much like Banff, Alberta, and folk
were there to enjoy the scenery, lake and hiking trails.   

The days were full, leaving by 9 each morning and stop-
ping by 5:30 p.m. We couldn't stop to take every picture we
would have liked, but some couples had the passenger snap-
ping away or taking movies. We hope they keep their word
and send us some, as Heidi and I each had our own bike.  We
always stopped for a break mid morning and mid afternoon
at a bakery where we bought our own snacks.   Every lunch
enroute was supplied by Edelweiss, three of them being pic-
nic buffets in a scenic spot.   

The route through the Swiss Alps was picture perfect.
We stopped for two nights in Lucerne. On our free day, four

A
Motorcycle 

Tour
through 
the Alps

continued on page 20...

Ready to go into the Alps
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What are the ships like?
A mixed cargo ship is much more interesting than a straight
container ships, not only because tightly packed huge steel
boxes might obstruct the view, but also because container
ships often go to just one or two harbours and then turn
around again.  A mixed cargo ship makes many more stops,
unloading this here and that there and picking up loads in
different places, some of which may not even be on the itin-
erary when setting out.
What about pirates?
We went through known pirate waters and were well
instructed on procedures 'just in case'.  In known pirate
areas, the sides of the ship were brightly illuminated at
night, seamen patrolled the decks in teams of two with
high-pressure water hoses at the ready and bridge person-
nel was doubled.  Once we went miles out of the way of
suspected trouble.  It was all rather exciting.
How many passengers? 
Our ship had room for 12 in spacious, bright cabins with a
bathroom for each.  We started with nine passengers; five
left in Auckland, two more boarded in Auckland but trav-
elled only as far as Noumea, New Caledonia, two days
away.  The rest of the trip we were the same four passen-
gers … all very relaxing and just right in my view.
Do freighters have phone, fax and e-mail connections?
Phone and fax were only to be used in dire emergencies.
(No one did.)  But we had a computer just for passengers in
the passenger lounge and we could send and receive e-
mails to our hearts' content. Keep in mind, though, that
there are some 'black holes' on the oceans of this world,
where none of these modern communication systems work.

It's sort of nice to know that one can, still, literally 'get
away from it all'.
Do the ships have stabilizers?
No, but the gentle roll is enjoyable and once back on shore
I had a hard time falling asleep!   And I didn't see anyone
getting sea-sick.
What clothing should I bring?
One might be on a 'tramp ship', but I wouldn't recommend
'old'.  One still wants to look nice, especially at dinner,
when the officers and cadets appear in snowy white,
pressed uniforms when you just saw them minutes before
in stained overalls.  But it's true … painting and greasing
goes on non-stop, so keep your light-coloured day clothes
for shore excursions.  And, ladies in particular, please
remember to dress appropriately for shore leave in different
areas, especially in Moslem and other conservative regions. 
What services are available in port?
In small ports … none.  The purser on board will tell you
what to expect and can arrange a taxi for you if the town is
a distance away from the harbour or may be able to arrange
for a tour leader to come on board to escort a tour.  
… and what about life on board?
Yes, on board you're sure to find lots of books and good
movies too.  You can write your own book without inter-
ruption, exercise in the small gym, walk the length of the
ship and climb hundreds of steps.  You can also hang over
the railing watching the ever-changing waves, flying (and
other) fish and you can even do some fishing yourself.
(The sailors do in their sparse spare time.)  But you have to
bring a loooooong line!

by Margrit de Graff

Ihave been a member of The Travel Society for a good many years.  I read it with great interest and
have often been tempted to send you a write-up about my experiences.  But every time, I felt 
like that, I ended up saying to myself, "Na … nobody who reads that magazine will be interested

in the way I go about it."  I am not adverse to 'roughing it' … I go by bike, kayak, skis, car, small plane,
train or bus.  Sometimes I sleep at the Hilton or in a youth hostel or a tent … or somewhere in between
those extremes … whatever is handy.  So can you imagine how excited I was when I retrieved the mag-
azine from my mailbox and noticed on the cover "Freighter Travel"?  Bingo!

Not long ago I came back (reluctantly!) from a 127-day around-the-world trip by freighter.  I did-
n't want to get off in Hamburg at the end of the voyage … I wanted to go on and on and on and see
more of the world in this fashion.  So naturally I devoured the information on pages 16 and 17 of the
TTS November edition and would like to make a few additional remarks.  And then, if you are inter-
ested, you can read my account of my journey aboard the Tikeibank (which will be published in the
next two editions of TTS - Ed.).

Freighter Follow-Up
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t r a v e l  d i g e s t

BRITAIN
Y If England is in your 2009 plans, read on.  The critiques
may have been lukewarm, but two Derbyshire stately homes
were the stars in the new film The Duchess, starring Keira
Knightly as Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire, Ralph
Feinnes as the Duke of Devonshire, Charlotte Rampling as
Lady Spencer and the two stately homes as themselves, both
of which are open to the public. Georgiana Cavendish,
Duchess of Devonshire was born in 1757.  She was a fash-
ion icon of her day, a celebrated beauty and a socialite. She
was also an active political campaigner a century before
women's suffrage. The film based on her life features two
key locations in England's Peak District. Kedleston Hall is
a neo-classical 18th century mansion designed by Robert
Adam and set in 820 acres of landscaped gardens and open
parkland. Visitors to the house can see the original collec-
tions of paintings and sculpture together with an exhibition
about the filming of The Duchess. Chatsworth House is the
home of the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, where
Georgiana lived following her marriage to the Duke. The
house has one of Europe's finest private art collections and
an exhibition about Georgiana and her life is planned for
2009. Kedleston Hall is located in Derby, Derbyshire. You
can find information at www.derbyshireuk.net/ked-
leston_hall.html or call [011 44] 1332 842191.
Chatsworth is in Bakewell, Derbyshire, www.chats-
worth.org, tel: 1246 565 300.  And if you put <Derbyshire
Tourism> in your internet search engine you will be led to a
variety of websites to help you plan a visit to this area
(which includes the Peak District) with B&Bs, cottage
rentals, etc.  Information also available from VisitBritain at
416 646 6674 or www.visitbritain.com.  It's a beautiful
region of England.
Y Looking north to Scotland, travellers who are planning a
trip there might like to check out Boath House, a hotel deep
in the Scottish Highlands just a short drive from Inverness.
Nearby attractions include Loch Ness, Fort George,
Aviemore, plenty of golf courses and the Scotch Whisky
Trail.  The region is also renowned as one of the few places
in the UK where colonies of Bottlenose dolphins can be
seen.  The chef at Boath House is also well-known: Charlie
Lockjley is an exponent of slow food, organic and foraged
cooking.  You will need deep pockets, but if a special treat
in Scotland appeals, visit www.boath-house.com and be
tempted.

CANADA
Y A couple of dates to add to our recent Ottawa and
Outaouais region article … the region's Winterlude cele-
brations will take place on week-ends between 6 and 22
February, with fun activities for the whole family: skating,
concerts, ice sculptures and more.  Full details at www.win-
terlude.gc.ca or call 1 800 465 1867.   And when it's time to
head indoors, the Canadian Museum of Civilization's
Ancient Egypt exhibition is sure to be fascinating, with arte-

facts from the hidden tombs of Ancient Egypt, spanning
3,000 years of that country's history.  The exhibition will run
until 16 August 2009 and full details can be found at
www.civilization.ca or by calling 1 800 555 5621. 
Y While in Ottawa, art lovers won't want to miss the
National Art Gallery's major winter exhibition (on until 8
March 2009). Bernini and the Birth of Baroque Portrait
Sculpture is the first-ever comprehensive exhibition of por-
trait busts by one of the greatest sculptors of all time, Gian
Lorenzo Bernini. This is the first time that all these works
have been displayed together in an exhibition and many
have never before been seen outside Italy.  Organized in col-
laboration with the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles,
the NGC is the sole Canadian venue for this exhibition
which features 50 works, including some of Bernini's most
celebrated sculptures created in marble, as well as works in
bronze and porphyry, paintings and drawings. Many
Canadians are already familiar with the NGC'S own Bernini
bust of Pope Urban VIII and will realize what
delights await in this exhibition. Visit www.gallery.ca/ber-
nini or call 1 888 541 8888 for more information.
Y And, of course, there are many winter-related activities to
enjoy in the Outaouais countryside and hills.  How about a
stay at the Domaine aux Crocollines, a B&B with five
charming cottages on the shores of Lac Simon in Chénéville
where you can enjoy cooking classes and cottage rental
packages.  With Chef Thérèse Croteau by your side, you can
improve your cooking techniques and learn some chefs' tips
in a casual atmosphere.   Several workshops are offered, and
you can create your own theme.   Although the website is
only in French, your hosts speak English and your cooking
lessons can be given in English too. Take a peek at www.lac-
simon.com/crocollines or call 819 778 2530, and visit
www.tourismeoutaouais.com or call 1 800 265 7822 for
many more getaway ideas in this delightful region.
Y On the other side of the country, visitors are invited to
northern BC for a winter special: birdwatching near Prince
Rupert.  Yes, storm-petrels, jaegers, albatross, eagles and
other feathered creatures can be seen in the region during the
winter.  But where to start?  You need a guided tour, and hus-
band and wife team Mike and Almudena Miles are the peo-
ple!  Mike has 25 years' experience working on BC's coast,
and Almudena is a biologist.  For details of their tours visit
www.oceanwild.ca and to plan your Prince Rupert visit (in
any season) log on to www.tourismprincerupert.com.

CARIBBEAN
Y A cruise in the warm waters of the Caribbean may be just
what you need when you receive this.  If so, visit the web-
site of Canadian Sailing Expeditions in the hope that they
are still offering some of their winter specials on Caribbean
cruises.  These savings include special offers and 2-for-1
prices. The 'legs' are British Virgin Islands to St. Martin,
St. Martin to Antigua, Antigua to St. Lucia and St. Lucia
to Grenada, with the journeys taken in reverse later in the
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season.  All cruises are seven days in length. This may also
be a good time for check this small-ship cruise company's
itineraries on Canada's east coast planned for the coming
summer season.  Information at www.canadiansailingexpe-
ditions.com or by calling 1 877 429 9463.

GERMANY
Y It's hard to believe, but 9 November this year will mark
the twentieth anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall.  To
honour this significant anniversary, and the peaceful revolu-
tion that led up to it, the City of Berlin has planned a series
of special events and exhibitions relating to the division of
Germany and Berlin, the Cold War and the circumstances
leading to the Reunification.  Celebrations will start on 7
May with an open-air exhibition on Alexanderplatz, focus-
ing on the events to 1989/90 prior to the Fall of the Wall.
Other exhibitions will include a look at how Berlin has
changed in the past 20 years, while such attractions as the
House at Checkpoint Charlie Museum, the German
Historical Museum, the Allied Museum and others will fea-
ture distinct exhibitions on the entire era. And for a complete
Wall experience, visitors can  take a GPS-guided walking
tour on the trail of the Wall, or guided or self-guided bicycle
tours along the Wall path.  To round out the experience, it
will be possible to visit underground Berlin, former watch
towers and even take a drive into the east of the city in orig-
inal GDR Trabant cars. Information columns have been
erected at prominent points along the former path of the
Wall where, at the press of a button, audio information can
be received in eight languages. To investigate these events
further, here are a few websites: www.MaurerGuide.com,
www.checkpointcharlie.org, www.mauerfall09.de,
www.visitBerlin.de and  www.cometogermany.com
or e-mail info@guto.ca and request the ‘Fall of the
Wall’ brochure.

NORWAY
Y An article in an airline magazine recently introduced me
to Spitsbergen … an Arctic island belonging to Norway
about which I knew nothing. Yet … it did ring a bell, and on
doing a little research I realized why.  Spitsbergen was the
location chosen by the Norwegian Government for its con-
troversial "doomsday" seed bank which received publicity
here in Canada last year and in which CIDA is involved.
The seed bank is not a tourist attraction (it's security meas-
ures are very strict) but Spitsbergen looks as though it is a
wonderful destination for adventurous travellers.  Some res-
idents even claim to love it in the winter, when the night sky
is superb. Tourism seems well established there; to discover
more visit www.spitsbergentravel.no/eng and www.arctic-
adventures.no or, for the cruises offered by Hurtigruten,
which include a voyage to Spitsbergen, visit www.hur-
tigruten.de.

U.S.A.
Y Maybe California is calling you!  If so, you may be inter-
ested in a press release we've received headed 'Quirky
California Lodging Makes for a Memorable Visit'. Check
out the Fire Lookouts overlooking Mount Shasta in the
Shasta Cascade Region, 444 km north of San Francisco.
These old cabins and lookouts have now been converted and
made available as accommodation to the public yearning to
'get away from it all'. If you enter <Fire Lookouts, Shasta
Cascade Region> in your search engine you will be taken to
a variety of websites and articles describing these unusual
'suites'. 
Y Closer to San Francisco (209 km north, to be exact) on the
Mendocino Coast in the small town of Point Arena is the B.
Bryan Preserve, private land committed to the breeding and
preservation of rare and endangered African hoof stock,
including antelope and zebra. Overnight lodging is in the
carriage house next to the main manor, which is on the U.S.
National Historic Registry, and stays include a full tour of
the preserve and an opportunity to be involved with the ani-
mals' afternoon feeding for close interaction with all the
beautiful creatures.  The self-catering guest cottage has two
bedrooms and is suitable for three adults, or two adults and
two children (a great spring break idea, maybe?).  Guests are
invited to enjoy the grounds, pick flowers and vegetables
and even gather eggs. For a tempting look visit
www.bbryanpreserve.com for details, and also click on the
Point Arena link where you can learn more about the region:
its lighthouse, winery, whales and sea lions and the local
restaurants. 
Y If you then wish to head 142 km south of San Francisco,

make a note of the five-room Freedom Rose House B&B in
Watsonville. This Queen Anne-style, 1880s-era inn boasts
more than a passion for cooking superb breakfasts. Guests
are invited to enjoy the on-site library here, which contains
over 10,000 cookbooks. And do not fear if you're not a keen
cook … you can start by browsing the well-thumbed volume
entitled Cooking for Nitwits! The property is conveniently
situated near Santa Cruz and Monterey for lots of activities
and restaurants and room prices start at US$125. Call 831
722 2190 or www.freedomrosehouse.com for lots of visu-
als and information. And for complete help in planning a
California getaway, go to www.VisitCalifornia.com or call
1 877 225 4367 to order or download the California Visitor's
Guide.
Y Many years ago I spent an idyllic few days at Rancho de
los Caballeros in the Sonoran Desert of Arizona, an expe-
rience I wrote about in our October 1997 edition. It was
therefore with great pleasure that I met my host once again
at a reception held here in Toronto to promote the state to
journalists and tour operators, during which I promised to
bring the ranch to the attention members again. The proper-
ty certainly appears to have grown since my visit, with 79
casitas and a new spa. But I can see the suites are all still
decorated in warm southwestern colours and artwork and
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have the same wonderful views of the surrounding desert
hills. The ranch is set on 20,000 acres of desert.  It offers an
18-hole golf course, guided nature programmes, hayrides
and starlit cookouts, four tennis courts, swimming pool, jeep
tours, hot-air ballooning and trap and skeet shooting. 
But what made the ranch special for me was the horseback
riding.  So often this experience can be disappointing: hors-
es too slow or two feisty, wranglers with a bias against city-
slickers and so on. But not at this ranch … another mature
woman and I enjoyed some wonderful rides with an encour-
aging instructor in spectacular scenery. There are enough
activities to keep you (and the whole family) down on the
ranch, but the nearby town of Wickenburg has some fun
stores and an interesting little museum with some great cow-
boy art, while Phoenix and Scottsdale are just 60 miles
away. For those who'd like to travel farther afield the Grand
Canyon and Las Vegas can each be reached in 3½ hours.
The ranch is open until 10 May this year and all information
can be found at www.sunc.com or by calling 1 800 684
5030. The rates include all meals (breakfast, buffet lunch
and full dinner menu) which I remember were excellent.

Y If you haven't made exotic, far away plans for a winter
trip, but winter suddenly gets to you, it's easy to think of
Florida. Getting there is usually inexpensive and trouble-

free and there are many types of vacations to choose from:
relaxed or sporty, luxurious or toes-in-the-sand casual. Fort
Lauderdale has a new programme designed to show off its
23 miles of vacation options, including 'affordable luxury'
under the heading "Come Play on our Beaches". In fact
there are 23 miles of beachfront in this municipality which
stretches from Deerfield Beach to Hollywood and includes
Pompano and Dania beaches as well as Fort Lauderdale
itself.  And for those who like a little culture as they soak up
the sun, there are plenty of attractions in that category: the
Fort Lauderdale Museum of Art, the Coral Springs Museum
of Art, the Old Dillard Museum, the Seminole Okalee Indian
Village (an authentic Seminole camp surrounded by
wildlife), the Art and Culture Center, Coral Springs Center
for the Arts and a handful of theatres and concert halls.  And
of course there's water sports, golf and many attractions: a
butterfly park, botanical garden, everglades tours, and more.
For a cheerful Greater Fort Lauderdale 2009 Vacation
Planner (with contact details and illustrations of dozens of
accommodations from luxurious to 'superior small lodg-
ings') call 1 800 22 SUNNY or log on to www.sunny.org.
All the region's cultural attractions are listed too, with web-
sites, so you can plan your getaway around certain 'happen-
ings'.
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ing and fun. Yes, some experience is required. The tough
category includes intense and unusual traffic at times so you
must be very experienced for that.  There was a wide vari-
ety of bikes in our group from 650's to an 1800 Honda.
Although my wife has her motorcycle license, she doesn't
"do" switchbacks well, never mind high speed on an auto-
bahn or heavy city traffic. Instead she shared our days
through phone calls each night that cost a maximum of 50
cents using Goldline.

The company has worldwide tours that include all of
Europe, parts of the USA and Canada, Morocco, South
Africa, China, Japan and New Zealand so, of course, some
tours are in January, February, March and April. The price of
the trip depends on the type of bike you rent. Our trip cost
approximately C$4,500 each, including airfare from
Toronto. It should be noted that Edelweiss has operated
more than 140 different motorcycle routes on all five conti-
nents. One can create a custom tour or have an exclusive
tour just for one's group.

For further information and their excellent maga-
zine/brochure, contact: www.edelweissbike.com or email:
worldtours@edelweissbike.com. I will leave my phone
number and e-mail address with Ann Wallace and if you
wish, you can contact me for more information. If you aren't
already a Goldline user, you can get info at
www.Goldline.com or phone 1 800 649 8583 for more
information.

bikes chose a really scenic ride along the lakes of Interlaken.
From there we travelled to quite a height, stopping in
Grindelwald.   My wife and I had camped there 30 years ago
with our tent looking out at the Eiger, Monc and Jungfrau.
These mountains are still as beautiful, of course, and it was
fun to show Heidi what we had enjoyed back then.   We were
not able to bike to the Matterhorn due to snow that had
caused the pass to be closed. From Lucerne we travelled
around a great many hairpin turns, through long snow sheds
and tunnels, and again the scenery was spectacular. We
ended the day in Warth, Austria at a height of 1500 metres.
This was actually a beautiful ski lodge and the skiers had
just left the day before we moved in.   Along the way we had
eight-foot snow banks but the road was clear and the air very
warm.   From Warth we travelled back into Germany,
stopped to see crazy King Ludwig's castle in Neuchwanstein
(the castle that inspired Disney) and back to Munich.

The group's ages ranged from 32 years to 74 years
(which is what I am!). The guides were very friendly and
efficient. On our trip there were twelve of us plus two guides
who alternated between guiding and driving the support
vehicle. This van carried our luggage, a spare motorcycle,
spare parts and picnic supplies. The various tours are grad-
ed as to difficulty: easy, intermediate, tough, and off road.
Ours was intermediate and started with wide asphalt roads
(including an hour on the autobahn, in and out of Munich)
and into twisty narrow roads in the Alps that we found excit-

A motorcycle tour ... continued from page 16
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Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office.      

China Yangtze, Guilin
Spectacular

It is vast, fascinating and mysterious and it has beckoned travellers
from the west for centuries.  Mention it to avid travellers and they
are sure to say, “Yes, I hope to visit China one day.”  And what

would they choose to experience?  A cruise on the mighty Yangtze
River (now in the process of  changing for ever); a look at the work-
in-progress on the massive Three Gorges Dam; a walk on the ancient
Great Wall; time in mysterious Guilin; views of charming villages,
lush terraced hillsides and magnificent mountain peaks; visits to the great cities of Shanghai and Beijing; a trip to
view one of the world’s greatest archaeological finds … the 6,000 terra-cotta warriors at Xi’an; scenes of palaces,
pagodas, pavilions and pandas; tastes of Peking duck and Chinese banquets and so much more.  So how do you
choose?  When you decide on The Travel Society’s tour there’s no need to choose because all these highlights are
included.  Yes, in these remarkable 18 days you’ll stay in Beijing; you’ll take a 4-day first-class cruise on the Yangtze

with many shore excursions; you’ll fly to see those centuries-old terra-cotta war-
riors in Xi’an; you’ll visit bustling Chongqing and see its pandas; stay in
Hangzhou and travel into the hills covered with tea plantations; explore the exqui-
site gardens of Suzhou, and visit Nanjing and Wuzhen. And you’ll have time to
explore spectacular Shanghai. Throughout the trip you’ll see magnificent archi-
tecture, you’ll be entertained at cultural events, you’ll join your hosts at a variety
of banquets, you’ll have time to shop, and you’ll marvel at some of the most won-
derful scenery on earth, all in the company of English-speaking guides.  You’ll
travel by plane, by luxury bus, cruise ship and river boat.  Many of our members
have told us it’s an experience of a lifetime … and all at an amazing price!

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Vancouver $4,145 pp/dbl Victoria $4,195 pp/dbl
Calgary $4,420 pp/dbl Edmonton $4,420 pp/dbl
Saskatoon/Regina $4,590 pp/dbl Winnipeg $4,590 pp/dbl
Toronto $4,490 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,490 pp/dbl
Montreal $4,490 pp/dbl St. John’s $4,850 pp/dbl
Halifax/Quebec $4,850 pp/dbl London $4,850 pp/dbl
Single supplement $1,195 (Sharing can be arranged.)
Taxes and visas extra.  Prices are subject to confirmation

~ tours for members and their friends.

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip transpacific air fares on Japan 
Airlines or Air Canada

- Chinese domestic airfares
- Canadian domestic airfares
- First-class hotel accommodation
- First-class 4 days/3 nights Yangtze River 

cruise aboard a deluxe cruise ship
- All transfers
- Daily sightseeing
- Three meals daily
- 2 Western-style dinners.
- Special banquets in Hangzhou, Xi’an and Beijing
- Evening cultural shows
- Fully escorted by English/Chinese-speaking tour guide
- English-speaking local guides
- Free time in Beijing & Shanghai

Ann Wallace took the China trip and her 14-page, illustrated account is available.
Send $5 with your address for a copy.

Departing: 6 April & 21 Sept 2009

ADD-ON HONG KONG
4 days/3 nights $1,288 pp/dbl
Single supplement $544

ADD-ON BANGKOK
4 days/3 nights $1,185 pp/dbl
Single supplement $350

ADD-ON TOKYO
4 days/3 nights $1,375 pp/dbl
Single supplement $299

ADD-ON KYOTO
4 days/3 nights $1,450 pp/dbl
Single supplement $325

from $4,145 for 18 days! 
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A new tour



We are offering a new 9-day tour to Mexico City and the Copper Canyon. The Copper Canyon is four times larger than the
Grand Canyon, and you’ll enjoy a journey that is considered by many to be the world’s most exciting train trip, with its 87

tunnels, 39 bridges and uncountable spectacular views. You’ll meet the people, stay in 
unique accommodations and explore the present and the past in this astonishing region. Your tour includes:

- All air on Mexicana/Air Canada 
- Canadian domestic air 
- Bilingual guides
- 8 nights’ first-class accommodation
- All transfers, baggage handling & tips
- Meals as per the itinerary
- All train trips and tours as per the itinerary
- All taxes

Copper Canyon and Mexico City

www.thetravelsociety.com22

~ tours for members and their friends.

Toronto $4,373 pp/dbl Ottawa $4,473 pp/dbl
Montreal $4,473 pp/dbl Vancouver $4,594 pp/dbl
Calgary $4,594 pp/dbl Halifax $4,694 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $4,594 pp/dbl
Single supplement $834 (Sharing can be arranged.) Prices are subject to confirmation 

Air-inclusive prices:

Departures:  6  Mar.  and 16 Oct .  2009

Your tour includes:
- Return international airfare on British Airways
- First-class accommodation throughout
- Luxury a/c coach
- Experienced SA Tourism-accredited tour guides
- Special Travel Society experiences
- Most meals; breakfast, light lunch and dinner
- All transfers with full luggage service
- All sightseeing fees (with no hidden extras)
- All taxes

Now a 20-day tour at the same incredible price

Spectacular

South Africa ...

Come with The Travel Society to a land of wonder … on a South African
trip unlike any other.  Designed especially for our members, this trip
takes in all the highlights: Kruger National Park for game watching, the

famous Garden Route, the beautiful wine region of Stellenbosch and the sights
of incomparable Cape Town, including Cape Point, Chapman’s Peak Drive and
Robben Island.  But on our trip you will do far more.  You will tour the Great
scarpment of Eastern Transvaal – a place so beautiful writers run out of adjec-
tives – where you will visit God’s Window, the Blyde River Canyon and his-
torical townslike Pilgrims Rest. You’ll see Johannesburg and be escorted to
Soweto for lunch in a Township house and jazz in a famous nightspot.  You’ll
enter the Kingdom of Swaziland to meet the people and enjoy more game
watching.  Zululand is also on the itinerary, with its historical sites and unique
entertainment traditions. You’ll be driven through the Valley of a Thousand
Hills to East London and you’ll visit the Addo Elephant National Park and tra-
verse the Little Karoo Desert – flanked by great mountain ranges – to see the
Cango Caves.  You’ll travel in a luxury air-conditioned coach, you’ll stay in
lovely properties ranging from good hotels to charming chalets, you’ll enjoy a
wide variety of entertainment and you’ll enjoy South Africa’s delicious cuisine
and wines and you’ll be escorted all the way by SA Tourism-accredited guides.
Here at The Travel Society we know South Africa well … and we can’t imag-
ine a more comprehensive, in-depth and fascinating tour of South Africa.

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Zimbabwe - 3 days

$1,296 inc Air

Toronto               $7,680 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,940 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,680 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,940 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,940 pp/dbl
Winnipeg $7,940 pp/dbl
Halifax $8,040 pp/dbl
Single supplement $950.00 (sharing can be arranged)
Prices are subject to confirmation

Pre-tour - 
Victoria Falls & Chobe Nat. Park & Botswana - 5 days   

$2,479 inc Air

PRICES  INCLUDING -  AIR AND TAXES

No charge 
London stopover

nEW

ITINERARY!

Departing: 20 Jan, 10 & 24 Feb, 10 & 24 Mar, 7 & 21 April, 22 Sep, 20 Oct and 17 Nov 2009

South Africa & Shongololo Express Tour
We are finalizing the new itinerary for the Shongololo Express Tour with stays in

Cape Town and Johannesburg. Departures: March & October 2009 and March 2010.
Please call: 416 926 2500 x25 or 1 877 926 2500 x25 for full details



You’ll have plenty of time
to explore Buenos Aires;

you’ll fly to the wineries of Mendoza; you’ll take an excursion to
Tupungato Mountain and Silver Range in the heart of the Andes
then travel on to Chile and explore Santiago; you’ll visit the
Colchagua Valley (one of the most fertile in Chile and dedicated
mostly to wine production) and be taken to the coast – observing
the spectacular, ever-changing landscape and vegetation – for a
tour of Valparaiso and Viña del Mar.  But that’s just the outline of
the tour!   Of course you’ll tour a variety of vineyards and enjoy

wine tastings; but you’ll also enjoy a tango evening and see Eva
Peron’s grave; you’ll visit soaring cathedrals, adobe style build-
ings and museums large and small, including renowned Colchagua
Museum.  You’ll cross the Inca Bridge on your way to Las Cuevas,
the last village in Argentina close to the border, where soars the
4,000 m. statue of Christ the Redeemer, symbol of friendship
between the two countries.   Every day will hold a new delight …
as well as fine accommodations and delicious food.  This is a won-
derful tour of these two fascinating countries.

~ tours for members and their friends.

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 

NNooww  2233  ddaayyss -  departing: 9 March & 28 Sept. 2009

India’s 
Golden Triangle

No charge London stopover

Your tour includes:
- All international flights with

British Airways
- Domestic flights
- Deluxe a/c coach transportation
- Shatabdi Train Fare
- State transport taxes

- All taxes and meals
- English-speaking guides and escort
- All entrance fees
- Elephant ride and Camel safari
- Baggage handling
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THE WINES OF CHILE 
AND ARGENTINA
Departing: 29 Jan, 26 Feb, 26 Mar, 16 Apr,
21 May, 18 Jun & Fall 2009

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES departing:
Vancouver: $6,961 pp/dbl.
Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa: $6,535 pp/dbl.
Calgary: $6,961 pp/dbl.
Single supplement: $2,333 
Prices are subject to confirmation

Your tour includes:
- All air and land transportation.
- All transfers and baggage handling.
- All accommodation and meals as per the itinerary.
- All specified tours and excursions with English- speaking guides.
- All taxes.

Prices are available from all major citiesPrices are available from all major cities

nEW TOUR!

AIR-INCLUSIVE PRICES 
Toronto $6,889.00 pp/dbl
Ottawa $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Montreal $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Vancouver $7,228.00 pp/dbl
Calgary $7,228.00 pp/dbl

Winnipeg $7,369.00 pp/dbl
Halifax $7,369.00 pp/dbl
Single supplement $1,559 (Sharing can
be arranged.)Prices are subject to confir-
mation

India is one of the world's greatest travel destinations.  But unless you're a young backpacker, a tour is the way to go!  And The Travel Society is offer-
ing the ultimate tour of India's fabled northwestern region known as The Golden Triangle. This tour will show you all the highlights and more, including
camel and elephant rides … guaranteed to give wonderful photographs!  You'll start your tour in Mumbai (once known as Bombay) where you'll visit
Dhobi Ghat, the Gateway of India, Marine Drive, the Hanging Gardens, Jain Temple and the Prince of Wales Museum.  There will be free time also, per-
haps for a little shopping, before you fly to Udaipur, home of the Maharna City Palace, the Jagdish Temple, Garden of Maidens and so many other sites.
And here you'll dine in the spectacular 250-year-old Lake Palace that seems to float on an island on Lake Pichola.   Kumbhalgarth, with its impressive
fort, is next on the itinerary, followed by a night in a beautiful hill resort near Mount Abu with visits to the Jain Temples and Lake Nakki. Then you'll
travel on to ancient Jodhpur, also known as Sun City, for forts, palaces, museums and wonderful shopping in the Sardar Samond Market in the Old City.
Rajasthan's historic city of Bikaner comes next, where tour participants will enjoy an evening walk, a relaxed night and a full day of sightseeing.   The
famous Pink City - Jaipur - the capital of Rajasthan comes next and you will spend two nights there, with days full of exciting sightseeing and an
excursion to the Amber Fort by elephant.  Jaipur is also famous for its bazaar full of wonderful gifts … and of course you'll spend time there.

Agra is the home of the Taj Mahal and so, of course, it's on our itinerary too.  You'll have an early night and leave before dawn to watch the beau-
tiful Taj revealed by the rising sun. Then it's on to Gwalior and, a day later, Khajuraho via Jhansi, aboard the famous Shatabdi Express train - an incred-
ible excursion.  In Khajuraho you'll enjoy a full-day tour of the World Heritage Temples - the eternal images of love. Varansi has been requested by
many of our members and we've arranged for this destination to come next.  Here you'll never forget your early-morning boat ride on the River Ganges,
India's holiest river, nor the narrow lanes of this, one of the most ancient living cities.  Your last destination is Delhi, reached by air to allow plenty of
time for a full day of sightseeing and do some last-minute shopping.  

Throughout this trip you will stay in first-class hotels; travel in de luxe a/c, fully-equipped coaches and enjoy wonderful meals, banquets and enter-
tainment.  Many days will be full, but there's plenty of free time too.  Haven't you always wanted to visit India?  Make 2008 the year!  Twenty-three
days! A life-time time of memories!  Come with The Travel Society and enjoy India's Golden Triangle with fellow members!
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YOUR DISCOUNT VOUCHER FOR 
RENEWALS, GIFTS AND NEW MEMBERSHIPS

Address for NEW or GIFT membership only
name:______________________________________
address: ___________________________________
town: __________________________ prov: _______
postal code: _____________ tel:________________
gift message: _______________________________ 
___________________________________________

Send to: The Travel Society
218-1033 Bay St Toronto ON Canada M5S 3A5

Fax: 416 926 0222 e-mail: brit@thetravelsociety.com
Publications Mail Agreement: # 40063904 & # 09925 

Don’t  let  my  membership  run  out  ...
please:    RENEW  MY  MEMBERSHIP ____

or START A NEW MEMBERSHIP ____
or SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP  ____

check  your  discount  choice,  we  will  extend  
your  membership  from  the  expiry  date:

____ 3  years for $110.00
(a 21% saving off the regular $140.00)                    

____ 2  years for $79.50
(a 16% saving off the regular $95.00)

____ 1  year for $44.00
(a 10% saving off the regular $49.00)

All prices include GST.
____ my cheque is enclosed, or charge my:

____ VISA ____ Mastercard 
card #: ______________________________
expiry: ____________ tel:_______________
signature: ___________________________

I agree to pay The Travel Society the above amount in accordance with the card issuer agreement. 

~ tours for members and their friends.

The Travel Society is proud to be able to offer its members an outstanding trip
to some of the world’s most spectacular destinations.  Who hasn’t dreamed

of cruising to the Galapagos Islands and seeing wildlife as Darwin witnessed it?
Think of the unique adventure you will enjoy, of the stories you will have to tell
and the photographs you will take!  You will spend a week aboard your first-class
20-passenger ship, taking daily shore excursions to a variety of the islands with
experienced naturalists in groups of no more than 10 people per guide.   You’ll
also visit other destinations in Ecuador, and then you can choose to enjoy the
exciting optional extensions: to Kapawi - a ecological lodge in the Amazon
and/or a visit Machu Picchu in Peru.  We’ll take care of all the travel details.  All
you have to do is enjoy!

Your tour includes:
- Round-trip international air 
- All domestic air transportation
- All accommodation
- First class Galapagos small

ship cruise
- All meals as per the itinerary
- Admissions to all sites 
- Expert Galapagos guides
- Transfers & baggage handling 
- All taxes

Galapagos Islands  
Cruise and 

Ecuador

Small 

Ship

14 days departing: 20 Jan, 24 Feb, 
24 Mar, 21 April and 8 Sept, 6 Oct and 10 Nov 2009

with options to Kapawi Lodge 

in the Amazon and 

Machu Picchu, Peru 

Please call                        1 877 926 2500 x25 or 416 926 2500 x25 for the full details. All our tours are specially 
priced for Travel Society members and are only available at these prices through our office. 

PRICES INCLUDING AIR:
Toronto $6,895.00 pp/dbl
Montreal & Ottawa - Please call for the current price
Vancouver & Calgary - Please call for the current price 
GREATADD-ONS,  INCLUDING AIR:
Kapawi ~ $1,864.00 pp/dbl Machu Picchu ~ $1,996.00 pp/dbl

Prices are subject to confirmation 


